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also carried large trucks, smaller size vans like the 
one rented and also, hitching trailers. 

I'm sorry, but 1 don't know who was supposed to 
pull me through for that dog shelter job which I ap¬ 
plied for. I was just supposed to fill out the applica¬ 
tion and turn it in. By the way, did all of the things I 
said check out—all the details? 

Look, Maury, please don't knock yourself out over 
all this as it isn't worth it. What's done is done and it 
cannot be undone. So if you can't seem to go further, 
then I'll understand. Sometimes it just doesn't seem 
to matter anyhow. 

Sincerely, 

David Berkowitz 

Attached to the letter was a map which provided step-by- 
step directions to the Bronx gas station. 1 sent another letter 
off to Berkowitz and arranged a meeting with the Queens in¬ 
vestigators. Just as Berkowitz's "animal shelter" letter was 
confirmed, so were pertinent details in these. 

All the information provided by Berkowitz about the Bronx 
gas station—the types of vans rented, their prices, the deposit 
amount required, the tank-refill requirement and the descrip¬ 
tion of the owner—was correct. There wasn't a single mistake 
or false claim. 

As for the apartment itself and the furniture disposal, the 
following was learned by me and Santucci's probers: 



408 


Web of Conspiracy 

Berkowitz said all the wall writing was done in 
red. It was, and color photo enlargements showed 
the writing to be fresh, or not faded, and all of it 
appeared—from the style and other factors—to 
have been written at the same time. Moreover, a 
fair amount of the writing concerned Berkowitz's 
downstairs neighbor, Glassman, who hadn't even 
moved into the building until five months before 
the arrest. So it obviously wasn't written before 
then. Supporting that conclusion, and the entire 
scenario, was the fact that Queens investigators 
earlier interviewed a friend of Berkowitz's who 
told them he'd been invited to visit David "two or 
three weeks before the arrest." The friend had to 
postpone the visit—but no one believed Berkowitz 
would have invited him to the apartment if the 
walls were then in that condition and all the furni¬ 
ture was gone. 

Berkowitz said the hole in the apartment wall was 
made shortly before his arrest. The plaster chips 
were indeed still on the floor, as he said. And a 
neighbor, Edna Williams, whose apartment shared 
that common wall, said she heard the noise and 
noticed a resulting crack on her side of the wall 
"within a short time of the arrest, at about 5 AJVL" 
Berkowitz said books, letters, etc., were left scat¬ 
tered about in a deliberate attempt to portray him 
as a lone, insane killer. Among the items were 
some bizarre notes claiming sole responsibility for 
the crimes. One note had been altered to backdate 
it six months. Berkowitz's personal address book 
also contained irrational listings such as "Sam's 
Secret Satanic Service," "FALN Secret Meeting 
Place" and "The Master." Those entries were hap¬ 
hazardly written in the first nine pages of an other¬ 
wise neat, correctly alphabetized address book, 
and were interspersed with previously written, or¬ 
derly, routine entries. And the bizarre listings— 
and only those—were written with the same green 
felt marking pen. "They were all done at the same 
time," Herb Leifer stated. Additionally, the 
FALN, the Puerto Rican terrorist group, had not 
been in the headlines between February and Au- 
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gust 1977. However, in the first week of August— 
at the same time Berkowitz said the setup oc¬ 
curred—the FALN was in the news after a major 
bombing incident. In other words, the FALN 
could well have been on the mind of someone writ¬ 
ing that entry during the first week of August. 

• Berkowitz said that he never had very much good 
furniture, and what little he had was removed and 
dumped in front of the Salvation Army building 
on Columbus Avenue (Route 22) in Mount Vernon 
in the pre-dawn hours. From Berkowitz's own la¬ 
ther, and others, Santucci's probers learned that 
David indeed had furniture at 35 Pine Street, in¬ 
cluding a couch, a large bureau, a dinette set, 
chairs and a large stereo speaker and tape recorder 
he purchased in Korea. All of these were gone 
from the apartment when police walked in on Au¬ 
gust 10, 1977. 

• As for the claimed disposal site of the furniture, 
the Salvation Army warehouse was located in an 
isolated section of Mount Vernon, and on Colum¬ 
bus Avenue, as Berkowitz said. And that section of 
Columbus Avenue was also known as Route 22, 
just as Berkowitz stated. However, telephone di¬ 
rectories listed only the Columbus Avenue ad¬ 
dress; that is, one had to have been there in order 
to know the details Berkowitz did. Moreover, Sal¬ 
vation Army officials confirmed that furniture was 
indeed occasionally left in front of the building 
overnight, as Berkowitz said his was. It didn't hap¬ 
pen often—but it did happen. 

• What was obvious about the scenario was that the 
loading and unloading of heavy furniture from a 
seventh-floor apartment was not a one-man job. 

Not that Berkowitz said it was: "It wasn't all my 
idea and I'm certain you know this," he wrote. 

Santucci, Leifer, George Byrd, other Queens investigators 
and I all agreed Berkowitz was telling the truth about the 
Great Con-the-Cops Apartment Caper. All the details he pro¬ 
vided were either confirmed outright or buttressed significantly 
by the investigation. 

Tom McCarthy said: "Someone could try to nitpick individ- 
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ual items here and there on the Son of Sam case. But the total 
picture, all the evidence put together, is overwhelming. From 
the crime scenes, to North Dakota, to the confessions, to Un- 
termyer Park and the Son of Sam letters—and now Berko- 
witz's own admissions, which are backed up all over the 
place." 

"That's almost exactly the way Berkowitz put it four 
months ago," I said. 

The evidence may have been mounting, but the list of sus¬ 
pects was reduced by one in late December, at the same time 
the Arlis Perry matter was opening up in North Dakota. 

The newly deceased was Jerry Berg, a cult-connected friend 
of John Carr's whose name surfaced early in the Minot investi¬ 
gation of Carr's satanic associates. Berg, Carr, the now de¬ 
ceased Donny Boone, Phil Falcon, a person known as "the 
Wiz" and a young man named Larry Milenko* comprised the 
inner circle in Minot. 

Jerry Berg, a short, stocky young man with curly blondish 
hair, was a native of Bismarck who moved to the Minot area in 
the mid-1970s to take some courses at Minot State College— 
where Carr, Falcon and some of the others also studied part- 
time. An accomplished outdoorsman, Berg had been on the 
wrestling team while at Bismarck Junior College, from which 
he graduated in 1972. He was three years older than Arlis 
Perry, who entered BJC in the fall of 1973. 

On December 27, 1979, Berg and Milenko were chopping 
trees in a wooded area outside Minot. According to Milenko, 
the pair had separated and were about "an eighth mile" apart. 
Milenko said the sound of Berg's saw stopped and he then 
walked over to where Berg was working—and found him 
crushed to death beneath a large tree. Milenko, ever respectful, 
then put the body in his truck, drove it to a hospital, dropped 
it off—and left. He immediately hired a lawyer. 

"Berg was an experienced woodsman; he'd been in that busi¬ 
ness," Gardner said. "It just seemed very strange to have 
something like this happen to him at all—let alone at the same 
time we're poking around about John Carr and Arlis Perry." 

In searching through Berg's possessions, police found fur¬ 
ther evidence of his satanic interests. In a letter Berg hadn't 
yet mailed to two friends in North Carolina, he said he was 
having difficulties with his brother and was thinking of "put¬ 
ting a black magic curse on him." He also talked of looking up 
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his black magic teacher, "Aquarius Hador," who was "now in 
Minneapolis. I'm sure he's as evil as he's ever been," Berg 
wrote. Ironically, he closed the letter by cautioning his friends 
to "be careful in the woods." 

Lany Milenko would be heard from again. In late 1987, 
police would raid his home and arrest him on drug charges. 
Interestingly, this North Dakota woodsman would then retain 
the services of a high-priced Miami law firm to represent him 
in the case. It is also worth noting that the arresting officers in 
North Dakota observed that Milenko possessed a collection of 
occult books as well as hoods and capes, according to Minot 
Detective Mike Knoop. 

Police were never able to prove that Berg's death was a 
murder. But the toll of violently dead now included four who 
were directly linked to Berkowitz or the Son of Sam case: Jerry 
Berg, John Carr, Michael Carr and Howard Weiss. 

Additionally, the Yonkers mailman who committed suicide 
a month after Berkowitz's capture, Andrew Dupay, was 
strongly suspected of having been threatened by the group. 
And then there were the near-misses: sniper attacks on Gard¬ 
ner and on the police officer substituting for Wheat Carr's 
husband, John McCabe; and the incident in which Darlene 
Christiansen and Tom Taylor reported they were run off the 
road near Minot. There was no absolute proof that the latter 
incidents were related to the Son of Sam investigation, but 
strong indications were certainly present. 

Another incident, which occurred less than two weeks be¬ 
fore Berg's death, was also highly suspicious. This one hap¬ 
pened in New York. 

A letter I later received said: "Dear Maury Terry. Please 
look into this double killing. Carol was asking people about 
the O.T.O. a year prior to the murders. ... 1 can't accept 
that the people responsible for this are still walking around 
free. I am afraid that the problem will not go away and that 
minds this unbalanced may perpetrate additional horrors. For¬ 
give me for not signing my name. 1 haven't gotten over the 
fear." 

The writer was apparently a woman friend of one Carol 
Matron, thirty-three, a Brooklyn resident. Matron was a sec¬ 
retary at the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn and designed clothing 
to supplement her income. For seven years, she lived with 
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Howard Green, fifty-three, an abstract painter who drove a 
cab for his steady paycheck. 

As the letter writer said, for more than a year Marron and 
Green had been delving into the occult. Their small basement 
apartment at 270 De Kalb Avenue was spiced with various 
items of satanic significance. Chances are excellent that this 
paraphernalia was purchased at a certain occult store located 
not far from their residence; a store that served more purposes 
than one for certain occult adepts. 

In the early evening hours of Saturday, December 15, Mar¬ 
ron and Green were spotted by an acquaintance on a subway 
train in Manhattan. The friend left the train at 59th Street, but 
Marron and Green kept going. The subway they were riding 
would carry them past Columbia University before continuing 
to the end of the line at the Bronx-Yonkers border. 

Sometime later that night, Green and Marron returned to 
their Brooklyn apartment. The next time they were sighted 
was at 7 PM. the following evening. They were lying next to 
each other off Route 80 in West Paterson, New Jersey, not far 
from New York City. Both were bludgeoned on their left sides, 
both had right eye wounds and both clutched clumps of hair in 
their fists—a satanic symbol. And there was one other similar¬ 
ity. Every drop of blood had been drained from the bodies of 
Carol Marron and Howard Green with a veterinarian's sy¬ 
ringe. 

"It was definitely a satanic murder," said NYPD Detective 
Jim Devereaux, who was assisting New Jersey police with the 
investigation. "And it wasn't a one-man job. In all my years in 
this business, I've never seen anything like this." 

That was precisely the point. 

"The only murderous satanic cult I know of in the New 
York area is the Son of Sam group," I told Devereaux. "But 
the NYPD won't admit it exists, so we're stymied. A vet's 
syringe is not a foreign object to people who deal with dogs, 
you know. If 1 get any more information that may help tie this 
in. I'll let you know." 

It would be more than two years before that information 
came my way. 

The Son of Sam probe was entering a new phase in the 
spring of 1980. A large store of information was accumulated 
during the preceding five months and before, including data 
provided by Berkowitz. It was time to sort it all through. Ber- 
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kowitz himself had quieted down. He wrote me several routine 
letters in the spring of 1980, avoiding additional specifics. 
Each time, 1 responded by asking for relevant information. But 
it was apparent the earlier incidents had taken their toll, and 
he finally fell silent. Later, he wrote to say why: 

1 received two interesting letters today. One from 
you and another from Lee. Well, 1 suppose I owe 
both of you an apology. Really, this business with 
Pienciak and the investigation has been causing me 
all sorts of troubles. 

The Queens District Attorney was, at one time, 
bugging my father. My dad was really scared because 
he sensed the intensity of the investigation and was 
also fearful for further embarrassment for his wife 
and himself. Don't forget what occurred after my 
arrest. Dozens of reporters flocked around him, 
tailed him to the local store, and camped out on his 
doorstep. Too, he was the subject of ridicule, hate 
mail, nasty phone calls, and terrible threats. So he is 
fearful of further publicity. Therefore, when the in¬ 
vestigation turned to him ... I just clammed up. 

Next, the authorities were attempting to locate my 
step-sister, Ann, who lives out in California. She has 
had an awful life until recently. Somehow she has 
managed to . . . pull her life together. Of course 
she was fearful of the investigation because my father 
told her that the investigators inquired about her. So 
my dad again asked me to clam up, and there you 
have it. 

Well, I'm glad that you paid Lee back [photocopy¬ 
ing costs] and will soon be sending her her materials 
[occult literature]. Anyhow, both she and 1 are trying 
to pull ourselves together. 

I had this big hassle with this guy Pienciak from 
the Associated Press. . . . [Berkowitz then de¬ 
scribed Pienciak's dealings with Lee Chase, etc., and 
mentioned that McGraw-Hill was planning to pub¬ 
lish Lawrence Klausner's so-called official book on 
the case.] 

The result of McGraw-Hill's success could mean 
further harm to my father, and more publicity as to 
my being a deranged madman. 



414 Web of Conspiracy 

Oh yes, this is important. If either you or anyone 
else receives a phone call from one Ira Jultak, please 
do not give him any information. He is my former 
defense attorney whom 1 fired quite awhile ago. I 
have heard that he has been seeking out information. 

Too, he is working with the author of the McGraw- 
Hill book and is going to share in the profits. So he is 
out to silence me. He [also] attempted to do this a 
long time ago by trying to stop a press conference 
[where Berkowitz repudiated his original "demon" 
story, which was—and remained—a central focus of 
that book]. So please don't give him any info. 

Sincerely, 

David Berkowitz 

This was to be the last I'd hear from Berkowitz for almost a 
year. Once again, we were on our own. But the "we" no longer 
included Jim Mitteager, who bowed out of the investigation to 
obtain a frill-time job to help support his family and to work 
settling the debt he incurred as the result of his arrest and 
trial. 

In Minot, Gardner, Mike Knoop, Jeff Nies and Jack Gra¬ 
ham remained active, and in New York, Santucci's probe con¬ 
tinued. Our own informal force of "Pine Street Irregulars" 
kept checking new leads, and Detective Hank Cinotti prepared 
to face a Police Department trial. In March, Georgiana and I 
were married, nearly two years after that night we'd talked at 
the Suriani-Esau murder scene. After a nine-day wedding trip 
to New Orleans and Cancun, Mexico, it was back to the rigors 
of the .44 investigation. 

Several aspects of the case had progressed markedly. In one 
instance, we obtained vital information about the yellow 
Volkswagen that fled the Stacy Moskowitz murder scene in 
Brooklyn. Several witnesses came forward after I published an 
article which revealed for the first time that a wild chase of 
that car had occurred after the shooting. 

An attorney, an NYPD police officer and a restaurant em¬ 
ployee all stated that Michael and John Carr had driven such a 
vehicle during the Son of Sam era. Their statements were for¬ 
warded to Santucci. Additionally, the Cassara family in New 
Rochelle, at whose home Berkowitz lived in early 1976 before 
his move to Pine Street, told us and Queens that while at their 
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home Berkowitz had been driving a yellow or beige Volks¬ 
wagen. Berkowitz had only his Ford Galaxie registered to him, 
so it was apparent he borrowed the VW. 

A private investigator, Jordan Stevens, also stated that the 
yellow VW was driven by both John and Michael Carr, but 
that it wasn't registered in either of their names. Stevens ob¬ 
tained this information from yet another witness who knew 
John and Michael. 

Stevens said the car was between "1970 and 1972 vintage" 
and "wasn't in great mechanical shape. The front bumper also 
hung down a bit." The NYPD officer, who reported he was 
"very familiar" with the car, said it was a 1971 model. 

Santucci observed: "1 think we can safely say that the VW 
was accessible to John and Michael Carr." 

The Candlelight Inn employee who threw Michael Carr, 
Berkowitz and their friend Bobby out of the bar shortly before 
the sniper incident there in October 1976 also said: "The yel¬ 
low VW was outside the place. And they used to talk about 
leaving the Inn and going over to Untermyer Park. They never 
said why—1 can see why they didn't." 

The fact that a yellow VW was available to the Carr broth¬ 
ers did not mean that either of them was driving it the night 
Stacy Moskowitz was killed and Robert Violante blinded. In 
fact, it would soon come to light that neither John nor Michael 
was the Brooklyn gunman. 

At the same time, new evidence about other crimes periph¬ 
erally linked to the Son of Sam case was uncovered. Specifi¬ 
cally, the reports concerned violent acts in Westchester which 
Berkowitz first claimed to have committed alone. In the case 
of the firebombing of the Neto home in Yonkers, Sylvia Neto 
said she was awakened by voices just before the firebomb 
crashed into the front of their home in the pre-dawn hours of 
May 13, 1976. "1 heard someone calling out, 'Come on, come 
on, hurry up, hurry up,"' she said. "It sounded like the one 
voice was calling the other one Eddie," she added. "But I'm 
not sure if it was Eddie." 

The wounding of the Carr dog in daylight on April 27, 
1977, was another act Berkowitz took sole credit for. But two 
witnesses said otherwise. One told Queens investigators that he 
saw the shooter, who was a blond-haired young man. Another 
witness was actually stopped near the scene by Yonkers police 
responding to the shooting call. That man, who was walking 
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his dog, said a man carrying a rifle ran from the aqueduct and 
passed right by him. The witness said the shooter was tall, 
thin, and had straight, fairly long, blond hair. The reports of 
the two witnesses jibed, and the person each described was not 
David Berkowitz, who didn't remotely resemble the man seen 
by the witnesses. 

From top to bottom, the Son of Sam case, as originally pre¬ 
sented to the press and public, was in shambles. 

But even as this new evidence was being accumulated pri¬ 
vately, Hank Cinotti went on trial within the New York City 
Police Department. For months, 1 struggled with the notion of 
making some of Berkowitz's statements available to Cinotti's 
defense. But he demurred, saying that "the case itself is more 
important. Keep it all quiet." 

I testified at the trial, as did Joe Basteri, who told the trial 
commissioner the true story of how Cinotti came to know of 
the North Dakota information about Carr and Reeve 
Rockman. Rick Pienciak, reporting for the Associated Press, 
obtained a quote from Deputy Chief Ed Dreher in which 
Dreher, ignorant of all the evidence which had been uncov¬ 
ered, said for posterity: "The Berkowitz case is closed. Berko¬ 
witz had no helper. I won't change that opinion. I don't think 
the department will." 

Cinotti, who faced dismissal from the force and a loss of 
benefits, was merely fined thirty days of vacation time and 
placed on probation for a year. It was, effectively, a partial 
victory—for the moment. But after the media attention 
abated, Cinotti was removed from the detective ranks and as¬ 
signed to a uniformed patrol in lower Manhattan's 1st Pre¬ 
cinct. He remained there long enough to reach his twentieth 
year of service and retired from the force. All the while, he 
remained quietly involved in the investigation. 

Even on his way out of the NYPD, the department chal¬ 
lenged his final year's overtime pay, upon which police pen¬ 
sions are partially based. Once again, Cinotti had to fight for 
his cause. He won. 

There were numerous issues to be dealt with in the probe. 
One of those concerned Arlis Perry. What did the North Da¬ 
kota cult have to do with the murder of the young Christian 
newlywed in the church at Stanford University? 
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As Berkowitz wrote, the case was "very deep." And he rhe¬ 
torically asked Lee Chase: "Who killed Arlis Perry, and why?" 
He knew those answers, but we didn't. 

It was time to try to find out. 
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’’Hunted, 

Stalked and Slain” 


John Carr may have been dead, but his ghost haunted the 
investigation of the murder of Arlis Perry. Berkowitz specifi¬ 
cally said Carr wasn't involved in her death, but he did link 
her killing to the North Dakota cult scene in this manner: 

"Don't worry, because 1 didn't commit this crime," he 
wrote to Lee Chase in November 1979. "Nor was I present 
when it was done. Back in October '74 1 was busy and at work 
as a piss-poor paid security guard. I was here in N.Y. But (and 

I say BUT) in my travels with dilferent people in this area, 1 
met someone who was involved in her death and spoke freely 
of the slaying—bragging. He knew many details, and 1 know 
that this guy, Manson #2, doesn't bull. 1 know he killed often, 
him and his 'crew' [cult]. This is what this new investigation 
was going to rest on. . . . 

"You, as a natural detective, can't help at this time but no¬ 
tice the strange coincidence here. Many months ago 1 inquired 
about Arliss [s/c] Perry. If you'll note your [newspaper] clip, 
she hails from Bismarck. Bismarck is just south of Minot. Mi¬ 
not is the second focal point of this investigation, next to Yon¬ 
kers and Westchester County. This is why 1 mentioned her to 
you as compared with the multitudes of other murders of 
young women. Why her? Simply because I knew beforehand 
where she once lived. Also, I knew it was a cult thing ..." 

Berkowitz had told Santa Clara detectives Kahn and Beck 
that he met Manson II at a cult meeting in New York; he told 
Chase the same thing. I was at first thrown off by the Manson 

II statement, since it appeared to contradict Berkowitz in an¬ 
other way. He said the man and his cult killed often; and he 
also said Arlis was "hunted, stalked and slain. Followed to 
California." If that was so, and the answer to the murder, or 
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the motive, lay in Bismarck, then where were Manson 11 and 
the cult doing all these other alleged killings? As Berkowitz 
himself wrote. North Dakota boasted an extremely low crime 
rate, and murder was a relatively rare occurrence there. 

For quite some time, I was troubled by this problem. Then a 
source very close to Berkowitz straightened me out. The seem¬ 
ing contradiction was actually a clue, as was the name Manson 
11. For a moment, 1 will get ahead of the story to explain the 
significance of Manson II, as stated by the source, whom 1 will 
call Vinny. 

"Manson II wasn't from North Dakota," Vinny said. "He 
was from the L.A. area. That's where the Sam cult has its 
headquarters. The North Dakota branch wanted Arlis dead, 
and they called California for help. Manson 11 went north to 
Stanford to arrange it. At least one, maybe two people from 
Dakota came out to help. But it was Manson ll's show to run. 
He was involved with the original Manson and the cult there in 
L.A. That's why Berkowitz used that name as a clue." 

This information was so overwhelming it was at fust hard to 
believe. But Vinny wasn't done. 

"This guy was an occult superstar. They used him for the 
most important jobs. Berkowitz met him in New York because 
he was imported from the Coast to participate in the Son of 
Sam killings. He's the guy who shot Christine Freund in the 
Son of Sam case. And he was around for some of the others. 
He was back and forth. But he did Freund and was in New 
York for, 1 think, some of the later ones." 

"Are you telling me a guy involved with Charlie Manson 
and the original cult in California arranged Arlis Perry's mur¬ 
der as a favor to North Dakota and then came to New York 
for Son of Sam?" 

"That's exactly what I'm telling you," Vinny replied. 

"Then why is Berkowitz trying to help solve the Perry 
case?" 

"Because he believes Manson II was the guy who had the 
most to do with picking him to take the fall on Son of Sam. He 
hates this guy, and fears him." 

"So he wants the Perry case broken for a personal reason?" 

"He may have a conscience these days but he's got more on 
his mind than just trying to be a good citizen," Vinny said. 

"And you got this from Berkowitz himself?" 

"Directly, lace to face." 

According to Vinny's statement, the Sam cult was head- 
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quartered near Los Angeles (in Venice) and had branches in 
Bismarck, Minot, Houston and New York, at least. And these 
branches (and others, I'd later learn) shuttled killers and "con¬ 
tracts" back and forth. 

If any of this statement was true—any of it—it would rank 
the entire case as one of the most significant criminal stories of 
all time—bigger than the Son of Sam case already was. Berko- 
witz, Manson and the Process and its cells set up around the 
United States—the network already in place. And then the 
splinter groups spinning off from the Process; among them 
the Chingons. And all of them linked as part of an under¬ 
ground web of murder. 

How bizarre was this charge by Vinny, who said he was 
repeating Berkowitz's statements to the letter? 

It should be remembered that Arlis Perry was murdered on 
the fifth anniversary of Manson's arrest—a day which was also 
the birthday of black magician Aleister Crowley, whom 
Berkowitz had already tagged as an inspiration for the cult. 
Further, Arlis Perry's death occurred during a period when 
elements of the Manson crowd were very active: Lynette 
(Squeaky) Fromme would attempt to murder President Gerald 
Ford in northern California some time after the Perry murder. 

Berkowitz himself admittedlyjoined the cult in New York in 
1975, just six years after Manson's arrest and less than a year 
after Arlis Perry's killing. And as for the Process/Chingon 
groups, it was already established that a network was in place. 
Process members, using the name "Process," and mingling 
with existing OTO factions, were seen openly in New York 
City as late as 1973. The time frame fit. 

Moreover, it was already established that strong connections 
existed between the Minot and New York cults. All Vinny was 
doing was extending the pattern to Los Angeles and tying it 
together. 

Vinny's comments were first made to me in 1982, more than 
two years after Berkowitz first wrote about Arlis Perry. Un¬ 
known to Vinny, his statements were consistent with what 
Berkowitz had said in 1979. Vinny and Berkowitz didn't meet 
until 1981, in prison. Berkowitz, in other words, told Vinny 
the same story he'd written about in 1979. The difference was a 
simple one: in his conversations with Vinny Berkowitz filled in 
details he only alluded to in 1979. 
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* * * 

The initial step was to try to learn if Berkowitz was telling 
the truth about his knowledge of the Arlis Perry case. If he 
was, that fact alone would once more demonstrate the exis¬ 
tence of a Son of Sam conspiracy—via the "back door." That 
is, how else would alleged lone killer Berkowitz know confi¬ 
dential details about the murder of a North Dakota girl in 
Stanford, California—a murder which he insisted was commit¬ 
ted by a satanic cult? And a branch of his cult, at that. 

Santa Clara detective Ken Kahn publicly stated that he was 
convinced Berkowitz was telling the truth about the Perry 
case. "It's about the best information we've had," Kahn said. 
"1 think it's a very significant lead. 1 put a lot of credibility 
behind it." Before that, Kahn explained, "we interviewed 
about two hundred and fifty potential suspects and it led us 
nowhere. ... I believe [Berkowitz] knows what happened." 

Berkowitz was very concerned with his credibility on the 
Perry case. It will be remembered that he didn't want to jeop¬ 
ardize his standing on the matter and thus requested that Lee 
Chase not send any items on the case to Santa Clara, or else¬ 
where, for just that reason. Another letter he wrote Chase 
during this period, mid-November 1979, further illustrates 
Berkowitz's mind-set. 

If anything reaches this guy in Staten Island [Gilroy] 
or the Sheriff from N. Dakota on this case, then 
they'll laugh me out of sight. The investigation will 
close immediately on receipt of such a clipping. Ob¬ 
viously, they will say, "HOAX, SHAM, CON- 
ARTIST." 

If you recall, several months ago and long before 
you knew of this current [.44] investigation, seem¬ 
ingly out of the blue I asked about Arliss. . . . You 
wrote back asking me how I heard of this particular 
case since it was strictly a west coast news item. You 
acknowledged the fact that this didn't make it to the 
east coast, at least not in the New York City area. 
Your [sic] ABSOLUTELY correct! I never read 
about it in any New York area paper. Neither did I 
see it in a detective magazine. . . . 

This is the whole case in a nutshell. The fact that I 
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didn't read about her or her murder is good evi¬ 
dence. . . . 

Two weeks ago, I sent this guy, Gilroy, a four- 
page typed letter. One and a half pages dealt with 
Mrs. Perry. Actually, there isn't too much more, if 
even this much, that I know about the case as far as 
facts go. I know who did it and why. But I'm not 
going to mention this to anyone—not give a name. I 
just discussed with him the case. 

Here is the problem. Gilroy doesn't know that I 
have a newsclipping on her. You sent it to me, re¬ 
member? [It was a brief clip from a California paper 
devoid of any detail.] And this is the most important 
point, I questioned you first about Arliss—and to 
your surprise. You only sent this one clipping to me 
only after I mentioned her to you first. Now if you 
were to send a clipping to Gilroy or N. Dakota about 
her, then he'll (without a doubt) think that I'm giv¬ 
ing him bum information. He'll think that I'm trying 
to lead him on a wild goose chase to get attention for 
another crime I'm trying to confess to. . . . 

So please don't send anything on her case. This 
case is reserved for me. if he should get a bunch of 
Perry-related clippings at the same time that I'm 
writing him about her, then I'm screwed a hundred¬ 
fold. . . . This guy is the attorney for Mitteager and 
Terry. These two were the ones who managed to get 
photos of me in Kings County. They believed about 
this Sam Carr business in the literal sense, if you 
know what I mean. Everyone else thought I was de¬ 
ranged. They didn't understand what 1 was trying to 
say. This whole investigation is here because of these 
three. 

Gilroy is unknown to the public. He's never been 
in the papers in reference to this investigation or the 
SOS case. He's not after publicity. . . . 

Being that Gilroy is thorough, I'm certain he is 
now checking the New York area newspapers to read 
about the Perry case. Haha! He'll never find it. This 
will surprise him and he will investigate this thing 
further. Gilroy knows that I had an abundance of 
clippings about killings. Next, he'll contact the 
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Queens D.A. to ask him to look in my collection for 
the Perry articles. Hence, no articles are in my large 
collection on Arliss. [He meant, no articles on Arlis 
were in his collection.] Now, he will realize he is on 
to something. Understand? "How did Berkowitz 
know about this? 1 can't see how he heard of it. 
Maybe he isn't bullshitting." 

So please don't send any photocopies to these two 
[Gilroy and Gardner], . . . Let me remind you 
again that 1 contacted you first about this. But he 
won't know or believe this. Unfortunately, 1 don't 
know much more than was released in the newspa¬ 
pers (west coast). No, he will never believe 1 knew of 
the case before 1 read the clip you sent me. 

Berkowitz did in fact query Lee Chase about the Perry case 
first—in a letter dated June 8, 1979. He asked Chase if she'd 
ever heard of the case and next hinted that Arlis Perry was a 
"true Christian"—a fact not included in the brief clip Chase 
then sent him the next week. In replying to Berkowitz, Chase 
asked how he could have heard of the case. Berkowitz an¬ 
swered with another tidbit that didn't appear in newspaper 
articles: "She sure was a skinny little thing." He later added: 
"She was so tiny." Both these assertions were true. "1 gather 
the Arlis Perry murder has never been solved," he wrote be¬ 
fore receiving the clip from Chase. He was right, of course. 
Also, before he received the short clipping, he spelled Arlis' 
first name correctly—with one s. But after getting the clip, 
which incorrectly added a second s, he abandoned his original 
accurate spelling and took up the erroneous one. 

The Arlis Perry case, and Berkowitz's allegations, were pri¬ 
marily investigated by me, with assistance from Gardner and 
Jeff Nies. The Santa Clara police provided some help, as did 
Santucci. But Santa Clara investigators never returned to 
North Dakota to mount an investigation. Their reasoning was 
that the case was now old, but if Berkowitz gave up more 
information they'd be there to follow it through. 

My first interest was in establishing just what knowledge 
Berkowitz had which he couldn't have possessed if he was 
lying. 
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1. Before seeing the brief news clipping Lee Chase 
sent him, he knew Arlis was a "teenaged" girl 
and that she was killed in a church at Stanford. 

2. He knew from the outset that she was a "true 
Christian." The clip Chase later sent him didn't 
contain this information either. 

3. He knew she was "tiny," "skinny" and "pretty," 
descriptions that were not published. 

4. He spelled Arlis' first name correctly before 
adopting the incorrect spelling in the small clip 
he received. 

5. He knew the case wasn't solved as of 1979. "I'd 
have known if it was solved," he wrote. [The 
lone clip Chase sent him was a short Associated 
Press item from two days after the murder. No 
photo of Arlis accompanied the piece, which was 
dated October 14, 1974.] 

6. He knew Arlis liked to "frequently" take walks 
around the Stanford campus—an unpublished 
fact. 

7. He accurately described the purple, scarlet and 
gold interior of the Stanford church at the time. 

8. He knew the exact location of Arlis' stab wound, 
behind the ear. Some local San Jose area papers 
did write that Arlis was stabbed at the base of 
the neck or skull. Berkowitz was able to pinpoint 
the precise location, which had been withheld 
from the public. 

9. He emphasized the hideous torture Arlis en¬ 
dured—indicating knowledge that went far be¬ 
yond any newspaper account. 

10. He knew that Arlis had an "interest" in cults. 
This was a nonpublished fact confirmed to me by 
several of her friends in Bismarck. Her curiosity 
was that of a Christian wanting to know about 
the "other side." 

11. He knew that Bismarck's Mary College existed. 
Mary was a tiny school that neither we in New 
York nor the California police had ever heard of 

12. He connected Mary College to cult activity in 
Bismarck and to Arlis' death. It was firmly es¬ 
tablished that a satanic cult met in a wooded 
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area right below Mary College during this pe¬ 
riod. 

13. He alleged in his letter to Felix Gilroy that 
prominent, respected people were involved in the 
cult. Witnesses in Bismarck stated just that. 

14. He saw a photo of Arlis that apparently was not 
published anywhere until 1981—seven years af¬ 
ter her death and two years after he sent a photo 
of another girl out of prison saying that that girl 
looked just like Arlis. "Almost a twin sister," he 
wrote. He was right. 

15. He said the murder was a cult killing and not a 
random sex crime. In Chapter I, unpublished de¬ 
tails about Arlis' death and the position of her 
body, etc., appeared for the first time, along with 
the fact that Arlis' grave marker was stolen in 
Bismarck two weeks after her death, near Hal¬ 
loween; also that Santa Clara authorities heard 
from Brace Perry's parents that Arlis may have 
attempted to convert members of a Bismarck 
cult to Christianity. 

16. He wrote that the murder was planned and not 
random. In Chapter I, the confidential details 
about the law firm visitor appeared, along with 
other information which strongly suggested Ar¬ 
lis purposely went to the church the next night— 
the evening after her "intense" discussion with 
the law film visitor. Arlis, it will be remembered, 
didn't tell her husband about the encounter at 
the fnm. 

17. If Berkowitz's known, named accomplice John 
Carr and his cult branch were nearby in Minot 
at this time, why wouldn 9 1 Berkowitz know con¬ 
fidential details about the Perry murder? Indeed, 
as he wrote to Lee Chase: "Why her? Simply 
because 1 knew beforehand where she once lived. 
Also, 1 knew it was a cult thing." 

In the investigation of the Perry case, I personally con¬ 
ducted more than forty interviews with Bismarck area police 
and friends, family and associates of Arlis Perry. Numerous 
sources were interviewed several times. Jeff Nies and Lieuten¬ 
ant Terry Gardner also questioned several people, and Minot 
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officer Mike Knoop provided logistics support. The Santa 
Clara Sheriffs Department, at the time of the killing, didn't 
interview any of Allis' close friends in Bismarck—so con¬ 
vinced were they that the killer or killers were California psy¬ 
chopaths. Then, in 1979, despite their belief in Berkowitz's 
veracity, they sat tight—with the exception of fresh interviews 
of Arlis' parents, Bruce Perry and Bruce's parents. We, how¬ 
ever, decided to act. Here is the picture which emerged. 

in 1971-73, a northern California-based cult, which claimed 
it wasn't satanic, materialized in Bismarck, the capital of 
North Dakota, a small town with a population of 36,000. 
There were six representatives of this cult group in Bismarck. 
They wore black clerical garb, but adorned their necks with 
red collars and ribbons instead of religious white collars. 

Members of this sect rented a home in Bismarck directly 
across the street from the residence of Arlis' grandmother. 
Arlis visited her grandmother regularly and may have con¬ 
tacted group members in that way. 

At least two young women Arlis knew actually became in¬ 
volved in this cult. Arlis herself, according to two close associ¬ 
ates, expressed an interest in learning about the group. One 
said he was "almost certain" Arlis attended one of the cult's 
meetings. These statements about Arlis' "interest" in learning 
about the occult—and numerous other comments which also 
detailed her innocent curiosity—confirmed Berkowitz's allega¬ 
tion. 

At the time of the killing, the Santa Clara Sheriffs Depart¬ 
ment heard from Bruce Perry's parents that Arlis and a girl¬ 
friend had once gone "across the river to Mandan to try to 
convert some members of a satanic cult to Christianity." Girl¬ 
friends of Arlis told me that she did, indeed, visit a Mandan 
coffee shop where members of this group were recruiting from 
the numbers of students who socialized there. The coffee 
shop's owner eventually barred the cult members from his es¬ 
tablishment. I spoke to that former owner, who is now a minis¬ 
ter in Ohio, and he confirmed the story. 

1 then located one of the cult's members, who left the group 
and now resides in Kansas. He stated that while the group did 
try to recruit from that coffee shop, and did hold meetings in a 
rented home across the street from Arlis' grandmother's ad¬ 
dress, they weren't satanic. He did acknowledge, however, that 
his former cult espoused mysticism, astrology and the tarot. 



427 


"Hunted, Stalked and Slain" 

He also said that he'd encountered members of the Process in 
Chicago but that his group wasn't connected to the Process. 

We remained unsure of this "nonsatanic" claim, and have 
also considered the possibility that members of the Process or 
Chingon cults infiltrated the other group or falsely represented 
themselves in Bismarck as being members of it. 

But there was another, definitely satanic cult operating in 
Bismarck during the 1972-76 time period, at least. Some 
sources, including police officers, say it is still active today. 

Significantly, this secret group matched Berkowitz's state¬ 
ments exactly: it was holding its midnight meetings behind 
Mary College. 

The cult's existence in a wooded area behind the school has 
been confirmed by at least ten people, including police officers, 
area residents, nuns who taught at Mary College and other 
Bismarck citizens who were involved in Christian activities. 
Importantly, the latter sources belonged to the same religious 
organizations as Arlis did—Young Life and the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

One nun who taught at Mary told me: "My students knew 
all about it. They said the cult used to kill dogs back of 
here. ... We have a large cross here at the graveyard and the 
devil worshippers used to creep up the hill to spit on our 
cross." 

Berkowitz, in the satanic book he sent to Gardner in late 
1979, underlined the following sentence: "They must be pre¬ 
pared to defile His image and spit upon the Cross." 

A married couple who lived in a trailer home near the cult 
meeting site at Mary told me that they saw torches and heard 
chanting and that three of their pet dogs were abducted in the 
middle of the night and later found mutilated inside a circle of 
stones (a magic circle). 

This couple also said that the only access to the cult meeting 
site was via the Mary campus itself. "The creek—Apple Creek 
—blocked access from the other direction. They were holding 
their rituals near an old shed in the woods. The only way to 
get there was by a trail that led down from the campus." 

The cult also met at Hillside Cemetery, as well as behind a 
Catholic church and a Bismarck synagogue on infrequent oc¬ 
casions. 

As mentioned, police and others knew of the Mary cult's 
existence, as did Arlis Perry. A friend from the Fellowship of 
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Christian Athletes said: "She definitely knew about it. We dis¬ 
cussed the cult several times at our FCA meetings." 

Allis' pastor, Rev. Don DeKok, said: "I knew about it, and 
I might well have mentioned it to her." DeKok offered another 
important observation: "Right at the time of Arlis' funeral 
here—either just before, that day or the next—one of my pa¬ 
rishioners was awakened before dawn and saw a man wearing 
a black cape trying to break into the church." 

Arlis' grave marker was stolen less than two weeks after this 
incident. 

DeKok also said: "A friend of one of my parishioners went 
down to Mary and hid out on the hill one night to spy on the 
cult. I never found out who they were, but she said there were 
some well-known Bismarck citizens in attendance." 

This provided another confirmation of Berkowitz's state¬ 
ments—about both the Mary group's existence and his asser¬ 
tion that prominent citizens belonged to it. 

A further confirmation came from Mandan police sergeant 
Lamar Kruckenberg, who said: "In early 74 an undercover 
cop was brought to an indoor cult meeting in Bismarck by one 
of his informants. He was looking for drug activity—there was 
no suggestion of murder at this time, which was about seven 
months before Arlis' death. This cop told me the people there 
were wearing masks because there were supposed to be some 
respected Bismarck people among them." The undercover of¬ 
ficer left the force several years later, and we were unable to 
locate him. 

Closer to Arlis herself were two male acquaintances, both of 
whom were said to be occult adepts. A girlfriend of Arlis said 
of one: "He was always trying to invite us girls over to his 
basement for seances with black candles." Another friend of 
Arlis' recalled: "He carried a satanic bible around with him." 

During the interviews, the names of several possible suspects 
emerged—including at least two successful Bismarck citizens 
said to be connected to the Mary cult. 

One young woman also said: "Right after the murder, a 
month or so later, 1 heard that the cult here contacted the 
California group and that's how it was done." 

No one but Santucci, Sergeant Kahn in Santa Clara and 1 
knew of this Berkowitz-Vinny allegation, which wasn't made 
until the early 1980s and was kept secret. Yet this woman 
volunteered that identical information to me in December 
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1985, saying that she heard it shortly after Arlis' death oc¬ 
curred in October 1974. Her statement was a powerful one. 

When the interviews began, 1 told each contact that we were 
looking for a "bridge"—someone who would have had cult 
contacts but whom Arlis felt she could safely approach to sat¬ 
isfy her curiosity about the subject. 

Arlis, the investigation clearly showed, was a sincere young 
Christian. We found no dark corners in her life. She lived at 
home, attended school and socialized with her religiously ac¬ 
tive friends. Shortly before her marriage, she worked in the 
dental office of Brace's father, Duncan Perry. Duncan Perry 
was the "prison dentist"; inmates from the nearby state peni¬ 
tentiary were brought to his office for treatment while Arlis 
was there. It remained possible that something which occurred 
in that setting could have offered a motive for her death. 

But beyond that possibility, 1 wanted to establish the means 
by which this young girl from the "Right-Hand Path" could 
have learned about the "Left-Hand Path"—the cult scene at 
Mary. 1 reasoned that, since Satan cults don't advertise in 
newspapers or have open attendance at their midnight meet¬ 
ings, Arlis would have sought assistance from someone she 
thought she could trust—but someone she also knew was con¬ 
nected to the seamier side of Bismarck society. 

1 already knew that Arlis was aware of the cult's existence, 
but we had to discover that "bridge," beyond which, we 
hoped, lurked the motive for her murder. 

At least three young men and two young women were iden¬ 
tified as the result of this approach. Any one of them, the 
sources agreed, could have linked Arlis' world with that of the 
Mary cult. Since the investigation is open, I am not at liberty 
to discuss specifics concerning these people. But 1 can say that 
all were in positions which provided ready access to the Mary 
cult operation. This evaluation has been corroborated by the 
Queens DA's office and Sergeant Ken Kahn of the Santa Clara 
Sheriffs Department. 

In previously listed items concerning Berkowitz's knowl¬ 
edge of the Perry case, I referred to a photograph of another 
young woman which he sent out of prison saying it looked like 
Arlis' "twin." When 1 received this picture, I thought Berko- 
witz was hallucinating. It looked nothing at all like those of 
Arlis Perry 1 had seen. At the time of her death, the pictures 
which appeared in the media were two shots taken of her in 
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high school. In each, she had straight blond hair, wore glasses 
and had no makeup on. 

The picture Berkowitz likened to her, however, was that of a 
young woman who had carefully styled, curly hair and who 
was wearing makeup. Also, this woman wasn't wearing 
glasses. In no way did she resemble Arlis Perry. Berkowitz 
sent this photo on October 27, 1979. 

Two years later, on October 24, 1981, the San ioss Mercury- 
News published a photograph of Arlis Perry to accompany an 
article about Berkowitz's involvement in the case—portions of 
which I'd made public a month earlier. This photo of Arlis 
looked exactly like that of the woman Berkowitz likened to 
Arlis in 1979. 

1 was stunned. The newspaper said that the picture was the 
only one of Arlis in its file and that it was a wire service photo 
they apparently obtained for the 1981 story. "We must have 
ordered it from Bismarck," I was told. Bismarck. 

Arlis' parents, sister and girlfriends studied the picture at 
my request. They identified Arlis, but said they'd never seen 
the photo before and couldn't remember her ever looking as 
she did in the picture. "Without the glasses, I'd say it was 
taken in her first [and only] year of college here," Arlis' 
mother said. 

It was readily apparent Berkowitz had seen that picture. But 
where and how? 

In the witchcraft book he mailed to Lieutenant Terry Gard¬ 
ner in October 1979, Berkowitz wrote of a satanic ceremony 
which involved "a detailed soliloquy directed at the . . . vic¬ 
tim, describing her (Arliss Perry) annihilation." Here, he was 
clearly referring to the cult meeting in New York at which he 
said Manson II told of the Perry killing. Apparently, it was 
through this dialogue that Berkowitz learned many details, 
including the extreme tortures performed on her. It is my 
opinion that Manson II had this photograph of Arlis in his 
possession at the time and showed it to Berkowitz and others 
present. 

If so, where did this "superstar" satanic killer get it? 

Arlis, as the picture showed, was dressed and made up as if 
posing for a formal photo session. Her family, however, said 
the picture was not among those taken for her engagement 
announcement, her wedding, a prom or a similar event. Arlis' 



431 


"Hunted, Stalked and Slain" 

parents, and the Santa Clara detectives, also said no such 
photo session occurred during her brief time in California. 

But since Arlis spent only six weeks of her life in California, 
and the San Jose newspaper said the picture apparently was 
obtained from Bismarck, the hunt was focused there. And it 
produced some results. 

There was a young man in Bismarck who frequently fol¬ 
lowed Arlis around—taking pictures of her. Arlis was invited 
to his house to pose for photographs on several occasions. 
Some, taken there or elsewhere, she liked well enough to dis¬ 
play in her room at home. On one occasion, Bruce Perry and 
this young man got into an argument when the man called 
Arlis and invited her to his house to pose. Bruce, in the pres¬ 
ence of Arlis' parents, grabbed the phone and told the man to 
stop bothering Arlis. 

But Bruce was away at Stanford during Arlis' freshman year 
at Bismarck Junior College—which was the time period in 
which her mother believed the mysterious photo probably was 
taken. 

No evidence directly linking this man to the Mary cult has 
been uncovered, but several people said a close friend of his 
was very interested in occult practices. However, it is distinctly 
possible that a photo he'd taken of Arlis was somehow ob¬ 
tained from him and passed on to the killers for identification 
purposes. Then another print made from the same or a similar 
negative could have found its way into the files of the Associ¬ 
ated Press or Bismarck Tribune, which shared the same build¬ 
ing in Bismarck. 

Regardless of whether this individual was actually the 
source of the enigmatic photograph, the picture itself is key to 
the Perry case. 

Another bizarre and frightening clue in the Arlis Perry case 
came from the hand of Arlis Perry herself. Arlis' own words 
offered dramatic testimony of the evident preplanning involved 
in her murder. 

On September 27, 1974—fifteen days before her death—Ar¬ 
lis wrote a letter to her close friend Jenny in Bismarck. Jenny 
and other Dakota friends of Arlis were not interviewed by the 
California police. 

In the letter to Jenny, Arlis wrote: "1 had to laugh about 
your call to Bruce Perry. Mrs. Perry [Brace's mother] made 
the same mistake. She called them, too. But the strange part of 
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it is that his name is not only Bruce Perry but it is Bruce D. 
Perry, and not only that but it is Bruce Duncan Perry and he 
attends Stanford University, and he just got married this sum¬ 
mer. One thing, his wife's name is not Arlis. Anyway, next 
time you get the urge to call, the number is . . . This time 1 
guarantee you'll get the right Bruce Perry." 

A question: was it plausible to believe that there were two 
Bruce Duncan Perrys studying at the same school, at the same 
time—both of whom had just been married? 

There were not—but someone had taken out a phone in that 
name. And since Arlis was able to recite all that information, 
she almost certainly talked to that man. 

Apparently, with the influx of students arriving for the fall 
semester, Arlis and Bruce had a considerable wait until their 
phone was installed. When Jenny and Bruce's mother tried to 
reach them, they spoke to an information operator who gave 
them the listing of the other Bruce D. Perry at Stanford. It 
would have been a university area exchange number, since 
both Jenny and Mrs. Perry would have told the operator that 
Bruce and Arlis were living on campus. "I asked for Bruce D. 
Perry at Stanford," Jenny recalled. 

Both then called the other Bruce and were told they had 
reached a wrong number. Of course, this information reached 
Arlis, as noted in her letter. Arlis apparently then took the 
natural step of calling the other Bruce to tell him where she 
was living and to give him her phone number (after the unit 
was installed) so that if he received another wayward call he 
could give the caller Arlis' correct number. 

But now the other Bruce—the false Bruce—would also pos¬ 
sess Arlis' phone number and, almost certainly, her address. If 
he'd anticipated any difficulty finding her, his problem—via 
the fraudulent telephone listing—would have been covered in 
advance. Through this method, his victim could eventually 
find him —just as Jenny and Mrs. Perry did. 

What was it Berkowitz wrote about Arlis? "Hunted, stalked 
and slain. Followed to California." 

The phone listing of a nonexistent Bruce Duncan Perry was 
a vivid portrayal of the "hunted" allegation. And regarding 
the word "stalked," it will be remembered that Berkowitz 
knew the unreleased fact that Arlis frequently took long walks 
around the campus. In fact, she wrote her parents that Bruce 
was discouraging her from roaming the area alone. 

But how did Berkowitz (and the killers) know of her walk- 
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ing habit? The answer would appear to be that Arlis was fol¬ 
lowed—stalked. Interestingly, her regular walks ceased by 
September 30, twelve days before her death, because on that 
day she began working full-time at a Palo Alto law firm. 

For Berkowitz to have known she took long walks around 
the campus, the killers would have been following her before 
September 30, which meshes with the false phone listing being 
in place by mid-September. 

I didn't learn of the fraudulent Bruce Duncan Perry until 1 
interviewed Jenny in December 1985. Her husband, reading 
Arlis' long-stored letter, thought the telephone incident might 
be relevant, and Jenny sent me a copy of it. A subsequent 
check with Stanford University by both me and Sergeant Ken 
Kahn confirmed what we already knew was true: there was no 
other Bruce Perry at Stanford, let alone another Bruce 
Duncan Perry who'd just been married. 

Another inquiry, this one with the telephone company, led 
nowhere—records that old weren't in existence. But we did 
learn that the other Bruce, whose published number the infor¬ 
mation operator had in September 1974, wasn't listed in the 
new area telephone book that was distributed several months 
later. In and out—the other Bruce was gone. 

The plan, while ingenious—and chilling—was simple to en¬ 
act. With an appropriate cash deposit and a false name, it 
wasn't difficult to obtain the listing. And why not? It is appar¬ 
ent that Arlis was "hunted" and "stalked" for several weeks. 

The idea that Arlis Perry evidently spoke on the phone to 
one of her own killers is horrible to contemplate. But no other 
plausible explanation for this unsettling chain of events has 
surfaced—except for the possibility that the listing was ob¬ 
tained in a demonstration of sheer, macabre arrogance and 
omnipotence. 

The existence of the phone listing, which wasn't discovered 
until late 1985, melded with other information I possessed 
since 1980, when a source of Minot reporter Jack Graham told 
me she had heard that the Perry killing involved "someone 
registering at Stanford under a false name." The lead was im¬ 
possible to pursue then. But now, its import was established. 
The information was basically accurate, but it applied to a 
bogus phone listing, not an actual registration at the school. 
The source said she had picked up the story from the cult 
crowd in Minot. 
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Reviewing the Perry investigation results, Queens homicide 
bureau chief Herb Leifer said: "If Berkowitz was lying, none of 
this information could have been confirmed—it wouldn't even 
have existed. And far more information than he spoke about 
was uncovered. It looks like he knew that once you turned 
over that rock and started digging, you'd find what he always 
knew would be there." 

If, after examining the broad scope of evidence and confir¬ 
mations, one believes that Berkowitz was telling the truth, 
then one has decided that conclusive supporting evidence of a 
Son of Sam—and much larger—conspiracy has been uncov¬ 
ered. 

Numerous questions about "motive" remain. Berkowitz 
wrote that one existed, and the entire idea of tracing her to the 
Coast and planning her slaying also demonstrated that a mo¬ 
tive lurked somewhere. 

She could have been killed simply because, as an ardent, 
vocal Christian, she was an automatic enemy of the cult. Its 
leaders may have ordered her death to provide underlings with 
an example of their power and prowess. But to have commit¬ 
ted the crime in Bismarck—where murder was a rarity— 
would have been too obvious. The cult, whose existence was 
known, would have come under immediate suspicion, as 
would have a number of Arlis' acquaintances who had the 
means to "bridge" her world and that of the group. 

But after Arlis reached California, the killing could be ac¬ 
complished because, as did happen, the search for the mur¬ 
derer would be conducted there, not in Bismarck. When I 
interviewed Arlis' friends, I asked each the same question: 
"Pretend for a moment the killing occurred in Bismarck. Who 
would the suspects have been?" 

Of course, the cult was immediately mentioned, as were Ar¬ 
lis' acquaintances who had contacts on both sides of Bismarck 
society. 

Returning to the question of motive, Arlis also may have 
tried to convert to Christianity a cult member who later re¬ 
turned to the group and perhaps acknowledged that he (or 
she) told Arlis certain details the cult deemed confidential. It is 
also possible she inadvertently learned the identity of a re¬ 
spected citizen involved in the group. 

A large amount of drug trafficking was occurring in Bis¬ 
marck during this period and one does not have a satanic cult 
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without drugs being in evidence. Somehow, in her explora¬ 
tions, Arlis may have stumbled across some knowledge of the 
group's drug operations. 

There are at least two other possible motives, neither of 
which can be mentioned publicly. But as Berkowitz alleged, 
the investigation found that motives for Arlis' murder did in¬ 
deed exist. 

Arlis did not appear to be fearful. Her letters from Califor¬ 
nia revealed a young woman who was occupied with adjusting 
to her new life and interested in what was happening in her 
hometown. Her correspondence contained no concerns for her 
safety or indications that any noteworthy troubling matters 
were left behind in North Dakota. Combined with her serious 
discussion with the law film visitor the day before she died, her 
failure to tell her husband about it, and her unflinching desire 
to walk to the church alone the next night, it appears that 
Arlis was set up by someone close to her—someone she didn't 
fear. 

This evaluation was also based on a comment in Berkowitz's 
letter to Felix Gilroy, in which he said that identifying her 
hometown would solve the case. That statement strongly sug¬ 
gested that someone obvious, and close to Arlis, was involved. 

The Bismarck cult assuredly had more than one leader. It is 
possible that one of them was a local educator because Berko¬ 
witz, in pointing to Mary College, also dropped several clues 
about "professors." Including teachers, people who relocated 
to the Bismarck area from Southern California in the early 
seventies would be worthy of scrutiny because the Bismarck 
cult would have needed contacts in Los Angeles to enlist that 
"headquarters" group in the murder plot, as alleged by Berko¬ 
witz and the prison informant. 

Several such people did settle in Bismarck during those 
years. Two were young men who were said to have been in¬ 
volved in narcotics distribution and connected to three Bis¬ 
marck men who spent considerable time on the Coast. The 
California natives lived in a rented "crash pad," known locally 
as the "hippie house," that was the scene of numerous drug 
parties in Bismarck. Curiously, the "hippie house" was said to 
have been located at the same address later occupied by the 
California cult group that recruited in Bismarck between 1971 
and 1973—the house across the street from Arlis's grandmoth¬ 
er's residence. 

As two final notes, seven young men whom Arlis knew were 
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identified as matching the general description of the law film 
visitor. But since no police sketches of that man were drawn, it 
wasn't possible to show a rendering to Allis's friends. Also, it 
was mentioned earlier that Arlis's jeans were placed with their 
legs positioned on her own, spread-eagle legs in a manner that 
resulted in a rough, diamond-shaped configuration. Though it 
isn't certain that was the intent, a study of Mary College year¬ 
books revealed that a diamond logo appeared on some official 
school sweaters. 

The Arlis Perry murder investigation remains open. 



XIX 


What’s Happening, 
America? 


Throughout the summer of 1980, Berkowitz remained silent. 
True to his word, as he'd written in May, there was a muted 
stillness emanating from Attica prison. For the past nine 
months, he'd been concerned that his involvement in the inves¬ 
tigation stay confidential, a position which tended to dispel the 
remote analyses of some who'd earlier labeled him a publicity 
seeker. Not this time, if ever. After all. Son of Sam had worked 
in silence for the fust five attacks. Only at the sixth, after the 
police held their press conference, was a letter left. 

While 1 retreated to Davis Park on Fire Island for a three- 
week vacation with my wife, District Attorney John Santucci's 
investigation continued in Queens. A file cabinet containing 
new evidence uncovered since the probe began decorated a 
corner of Herb Leifer's office. The list of suspects still alive had 
grown to seven, but the corroborating evidence needed to ar¬ 
rest any of them was still eluding the best efforts of the investi¬ 
gators. And in this case, there would be no arrests unless 
Santucci was 100 percent certain he'd obtain convictions. 

One of the newest suspects was a young man named 
Gorman Johnson,* who had been arrested in New York City 
at the height of the Son of Sam siege with a fully loaded Char¬ 
ter Arms .44 Bulldog in his possession. The gun was pur¬ 
chased in Pennsylvania. A man arrested with Johnson 
acknowledged an acquaintance with .44 victim Valentina Sud¬ 
ani. 

Interestingly, Johnson lived in Berkowitz's neighborhood— 
barely a block from 35 Pine Street. He'd also resided less than 
two blocks from Berkowitz when the confessed killer lived in 
New Rochelle. And when Berkowitz moved to Yonkers, John¬ 
son followed suit several months later. Like Berkowitz, John- 
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son had driven a cab in the northeast Bronx. And the similari¬ 
ties didn't end there. 

Yonkers arson investigator Don Starkey reported that John¬ 
son was suspected of igniting a fire in a local apartment build¬ 
ing where he'd worked as a security guard—two more traits he 
shared with Berkowitz. Also, a relative of Johnson's was a 
convicted arsonist, and Yonkers police believed Johnson him¬ 
self participated in a murder for which yet another of his rela¬ 
tives was arrested and convicted. That relative, however, 
refused to implicate Johnson, and so he remained free. 

Tom McCarthy, Leifer and I discussed Johnson's status dur¬ 
ing a late-summer meeting in Queens. 

"We've got the ex-Yonkers cop Peter Shane with a .44 Bull¬ 
dog," I said. "And the dead Howard Weiss supposedly had 
one, too. And we've got both Weiss and Shane tied to Berko¬ 
witz, who also had a .44 Bulldog. Now, right around the cor¬ 
ner from Berkie, we've got Johnson suspected of committing 
crimes in just the right categories. And he's got a .44 Bulldog. 
Want to play those odds?" 

McCarthy shook his head. "No, it doesn't take Einstein to 
work out that equation. But we can't prove it in court. Until 
we can, he just takes his place on our list. David could really 
help us out, but he's not talking." 

"That's about it. I wrote him several times and he's not 
saying a thing. And the bastard wouldn't come down to the 
visitors' room when I went up to see him in August." 

"What's going on with him? I thought he was your buddy," 
Leifer joked. 

"He's scared, and he explained why he stopped talking. 
We're going to have to roll with it. 1 don't know what the hell 
else to do. Anybody else that would have been nailed by now is 
dead." 

McCarthy had a suggestion. 

"If you could dream up some way to convince him you 
won't blow his cover, he just might get off his ass and respond 
to it." 

McCarthy's idea had merit. With the exception of the pam¬ 
phlets he'd mailed to Lieutenant Gardner in Minot, not a 
word of Berkowitz's comments about the .44 or Arlis Perry 
case had reached the public. 

"We haven't published anything in months," I replied. 
"We've been into the 'lie in wait' strategy, but maybe the time 
is now." 
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"It couldn't hurt," Leifer said. 

At Gannett, a plan was formulated among executive editor 
Joe Ungaro, myself and Mike Zuckerman, a quality reporter 
who would later join the staff of Gannett's USA Today newspa¬ 
per. 

Zuckerman and I would prepare a four-part series which 
would include the data I'd now obtained which proved Brook¬ 
lyn DA Eugene Gold knew about allegations of John Carr's 
cult involvement and association with Berkowitz months be¬ 
fore Berkowitz pleaded guilty. Another story would reveal 
that NYPD Captain John Plansker formally urged the contin¬ 
uation of the Police Department's aborted inquiry of the re¬ 
opened case. Plansker's reports were introduced at Detective 
Hank Cinotti's departmental trial, after which we were able to 
acquire them. 

In yet another article, a demonstration of trust would ap¬ 
pear for Berkowitz to consider. Using the confessed killer as 
an unnamed source, the story would describe the Pine Street 
apartment setup. It was hoped that Berkowitz, seeing his confi¬ 
dentiality was protected, would respond with more facts to aid 
the investigation. 

The series was published and received a fair amount of me¬ 
dia coverage. But Berkowitz, who received a copy in the mail, 
remained silent. In this instance, no news wasn't good news. 
And we d already just absorbed a heavy dosage of depressing 
information. 

Jack Graham was, at twenty-nine, fondly considered the 
"bearded giant" of the Minot Daily News. The husky, bespec¬ 
tacled, brown-haired reporter and native of Washington, D.C., 
had joined the Son of Sam fray with an intense passion for 
ferreting out the Minot links to the case. For a year, he'd 
worked closely with Jeff" Nies and me. Among other contribu¬ 
tions, he was instrumental in tracking down John Carr's friend 
Phil Falcon on the West Coast. 

In August and September 1980, Jack and I worked on an 
investigation of Larry Milenko, John Carr's cult-connected 
friend who was toiling in the woods with Jerry Berg when the 
falling tree crushed Berg to death. In early September, at a 
party he'd managed to infiltrate, Jack had an angry confronta¬ 
tion with Milenko. "We're going to get you, you bastard," Jack 
told him. 

Two weeks later, Jack was vacationing in Michigan, visiting 
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his family in East Lansing and attending Jeff Nies's wedding in 
a Detroit suburb. On Monday, September 22, he began his 
return trip to Minot. In the back of his Datsun were packed a 
number of wedding gifts he was bringing home to North Da¬ 
kota for the honeymooning Nieses. 

At 8:30 on the night of the twenty-second. Jack stopped to 
visit a Michigan friend, Neil Colburn. Jack's arrival at 
Colburn's home was delayed because he had car trouble on the 
way. 

"It was stalling out on him," Colburn said. "He had road 
service before getting here but was still worried about it. He 
went out later to try the car, and came in and said it was 
stalling on him again." 

Jack and Colburn reminisced for a couple of hours. Jack 
had a bottle of beer and two Irish coffees before calling it a 
night at about 11:45. "He was in good spirits," Colburn re¬ 
called. "He told me he caught the garter at Jeffs wedding. He 
said he leaped for it." 

But Jack was never to know if that traditional ceremony 
signified an upcoming marriage for him. 

The next morning, after leaving dollar bills for each of 
Colburn's three children on the kitchen table, Jack was on the 
road before dawn. Four and a half hours and about 250 miles 
later, his car crossed the center line on a slight curve on U.S. 2 
near the small community of Vulcan, Michigan, and slammed 
headlong into an oncoming eighteen-wheel trailer, whose 
driver was unhurt. 

Jack was pulled unconscious from the wrecked Datsun and 
rushed to Dickinson County Memorial Hospital in Iron 
Mountain. He didn't make it. 

The call came to me from a friend of Jack's, a source who 
was assisting the investigation. 

"You know he was after Milenko," she cried. "He said it 
right to his face. Michael Carr was killed in a wreck—you've 
got to go after this. You just can't let it go." 

We didn't. I phoned Jack's roommate in Minot, a reporter 
who was already stupefied by the news. "Jack won't be taking 
any calls tonight, or ever again," he sobbed as he answered the 
phone. 

"I know, Tom. ljust heard. I don't know what to say." And 
I didn't. My instinct had been to act first, and feel later. I 
learned Neil Colburn's name from Tom and, after reaching 
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him the next morning, reconstructed Jack's final hours as best 
1 could. 

Lieutenant Terry Gardner and I went over the itinerary in 
minute detail, and Gardner contacted the Michigan police to 
request a close examination of Jack's car. But the Datsun was 
virtually destroyed, and no signs of tampering were discov¬ 
ered. Any suspicions we may have harbored added up to noth¬ 
ing. It may well have been an accident. 

"But if the car was rigged, it could have been done before he 
left Minot," I said to Gardner. "And if it conked out at a good 
speed, like it had been doing. Jack would have lost control for 
a few seconds and his concentration would have been broken." 

"That's true," Gardner replied. "He was only over the cen¬ 
ter line by a couple of feet—but it was enough. There weren't 
any skid marks. He didn't even hit the brakes." 

The matter would remain unresolved, and not being able to 
shake that lingering doubt was the worst result of all. What¬ 
ever happened, another person deeply involved in the Son of 
Sam investigation was now dead. And he'd been killed just two 
weeks after confronting a suspect. Jack had departed Minot 
several days after that party and never returned. 

The investigation done, I, along with others whose lives he 
touched, grieved for Jack Graham. The following night, 1 tried 
to explain my churning feelings to my wife. 

"There have been so many accumulated emotions because of 
this goddamned case—ranging from fear to anger and from 
elation to sorrow and frustration of the worst kind. And they 
never go away; the feelings just keep piling up. I just don't 
know where the hell to put them all anymore." 

Aimlessly pacing the apartment, I finally dug out two audio 
tapes Jack sent me which contained interviews conducted for 
the investigation. Spinning, spinning, the reels erased the pres¬ 
ent. Playing them, yesterday lived. 

There was Jack, in typical form, encouraging Phil Falcon to 
cooperate during our marathon, three-city, transcontinental 
conference call. But Jack's exuberant voice, filtered by the 
events of the past forty-eight hours, now echoed ironic and 
bittersweet: "It's all coming down, Phil. All coming down." 

Yes, Jack, 1 thought morosely. You dedicated, idealistic son 
of a bitch. It was all coming down all right. All coming 
down . . . 
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Like a hangover from the previous year, 1981 dawned on an 
ominous note. As Sheena Easton's "Morning Train" rolled to 
the top of the charts, another diesel was lumbering down the 
track. It was the so-called official Son of Sam book which 
painted Berkowitz as a lone madman. None of those involved 
in the investigation was oblivious to the fact that the book, 
inaccurate as it was, could distort the public's perception of 
the case and make the presentation of the real facts a more 
difficult endeavor than it already was. Fortunately, we were 
able to offset the publication's impact. 

On a talk show on WMCA radio in New York, host Candy 
Jones arranged for author Lawrence Klausner and me to meet. 
Out of that program, listeners, including Klausner's own pub¬ 
lishers, heard that he hadn't even interviewed most of the prin¬ 
cipal characters in the case, including Cacilia Davis and 
Berkowitz. And although Klausner tried to cut me off at every 
turn with a filibuster of inanities, I refrained from revealing the 
Berkowitz letters, which would have blown down his house of 
straw on the spot. But that moment was at hand. 

After the program I told Candy privately that something big 
was in the wind, and she invited me to appear again on her 
show when the day arrived. Thus began an association that 
would include four more interviews on her broadcast. 

At the same time, Frank Anthony, the aggressive producer 
of What's Happening, America?, a television newsmagazine 
show hosted by author and former 60 Minutes regular Shana 
Alexander, asked me to do a thirty-minute segment on the 
conspiracy investigation for WHA. 

Meanwhile, Berkowitz remained stone-still. I'd finally writ¬ 
ten and said that unless he began aiding the inquiry again, I'd 
be forced to publicize his involvement—a secret I'd held for 
sixteen months. There was no reply. It was quandary time. I 
knew that if I backed away my credibility with Berkowitz 
would be destroyed. 

I also knew that it was important to deflate Klausner's "lone 
madman" thesis as much as possible. Plus, the public deserved 
to know what had been going on. I had withheld the informa¬ 
tion hoping Berkowitz would step forward to break the case 
wide open, but he hadn't done so. There was no point in hold¬ 
ing back any longer. 

But 1 wanted to effect a double-pronged strategy. I'd been 
affiliated with the Gannett newspapers for more than two 
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years and wasn't prepared to shun an ally for television's sake. 
Accordingly, an arrangement was made wherein Gannett 
would break the story in print on March 19, and WHA would 
air its comprehensive presentation two nights later. 

All was ready, but Berkowitz had to be advised of what was 
about to happen. 

In a letter, 1 told him that because of his reluctance to coop¬ 
erate further, I was going public with some, but not all, of the 
information he'd provided, along with confirmations to back 
up his assertions. I mentioned it would be clearly stated he was 
not cooperating with Santucci's investigation. 

Unfortunately, the New York Daily News, in an honest er¬ 
ror, published a pre-broadcast article which said Berkowitz 
was interviewed in his cell, and suggested that he blamed the 
police for covering up the case—which he didn't. He actually 
said he understood how, in the hysteria of the moment, impor¬ 
tant clues were overlooked or ignored. If a cover-up occurred, 
he didn't blame the police. 

And he wasn't interviewed in his cell either. The mistakes 
were the result of a communications lapse between the News 
and the show's production staff! Berkowitz received my letter 
before the article reached him. He replied: 

ljust received your letter of 3/16, a mailgram from 
Denise and one from the N.Y. Post, and a letter from 
my conservator. Aside from your letter, all the oth¬ 
ers mentioned a program that is to be aired on 3/21. 

At this time 1 don't know what to say and 1 am 
quite nervous about the whole thing. Things were 
quiet for so long and Klausner's book hasn't been all 
that successful, I believe. Now this. I noticed you 
said in your letter that it will be very clear that I am 
not cooperating. However, both mailgrams said that 
I said there was a cult and accomplices. This is the 
opposite of what you said in your letter. [It actually 
wasn't. I wrote that Berkowitz's refusal to cooperate 
with the authorities would be stated; not that he 
hadn't offered other comments.] 

Maury, 1 cannot stop you from plodding away at 
this investigation. 1 cannot stop you from publicizing 
your findings. . . . As I say, whatever you do is your 
business. But remember that 1 am in a precarious 
position. Prison is an unpredictable place and an in- 
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dividuaPs survival rests on his reputation. And since 
I will probably be here for quite some time, 1 do not 
wish to lose whatever standing 1 have made for my¬ 
self 

Whether or not your findings reopen the case is 
another matter. [It was open, but since Berkowitz 
hadn't heard anything lately, he erroneously thought 
Santucci had backed off] ... 1 have not heard 
from Pienciak or Lee Chase in ages. If they are up to 
something 1 know nothing about it. By the way, Lee 
and I split up quite some time ago. We're still friends, 

1 think. 

Lastly, Denise will be watching this program and 
will be taking notes. If anything is detrimental to¬ 
wards me, 1 will find out about it. 

Sincerely, 

David Berkowitz 

Once again, despite his anxiety, there wasn't a single denial 
from Berkowitz. Two days later, after receiving the Daily News 
clip, his tone changed as his fear increased. Still, he made no 
attempt to withdraw a word. Between the lines, his brief letter 
spoke volumes: 

1 just received an article from the Daily News: "Son 
of Sam on TV Show, 1 did not act alone." Oh, really, 
Maury, how silly can you be. Once you make it ap¬ 
pear that I said this or that, then the public will turn 
a deaf ear to you. 

Society believes that every criminal is a con-artist. 

For a notorious criminal to admit that he didn't do 
this or that, the efFect will be nil. The public will only 
feel that 1 am saying these things to get my sentence 
reduced and to take the heat off me. This isn't true, 
of course, but people have a different view. 

The News article says that 1 had conversations in 
my cell and blame the police for covering the investi¬ 
gation up. No, you said this! Obviously you've put 
many words in my mouth. You also make it appear 
that I am bitter no one will believe me and that 1 am 
desperately insisting the case be reopened. Not so. 

Yours, 

David Berkowitz 
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1 hadn't put any words in Berkowitz's mouth, but the mis¬ 
takes in the newspaper article upset him. Even at this late 
hour, he'd again confirmed the conspiracy existed. And aware 
as I was of the credibility factor he mentioned, his letters 
would be bolstered by supporting evidence. However, Berko- 
witz knew none of this. All he had to go on was a well-inten¬ 
tioned, but inaccurate clipping. 

In the interim, Berkowitz's friend Denise called me on his 
behalf to ask that 1 stick to the facts and not expose him to 
danger. 1 reassured her he would be treated fairly and asked 
her to send him a mailgram saying he had my assurance that 
what appeared in the newspaper article wasn't a true descrip¬ 
tion of the program's contents. 1 also urged her to encourage 
Berkowitz to come forward once and for all. 

"If he did, could they move him to a federal prison and 
make sure that I could be near him?" Denise asked. 

"I'm sure they can. Santucci is ready to do everything possi¬ 
ble." 

"1 can't promise what David'll say, but I'll tell him I spoke 
to you and ask him about coming forward," she said. "And I'll 
tell him you said the program is O.K." 

"It is O.K., Denise," I insisted, and we said goodbye. 

On Thursday, March 19, 1981, the Gannett newspapers 
fired the first salvo. The morning Today paper, which reached 
into New York City, was bannered: "SON OF SAM: I WAS 
NOT ALONE." 

Inside, a host of articles listing some of the evidence sup¬ 
porting Berkowitz's statements appeared. The only alleged 
conspirator named was John Carr. Berkowitz's confirmation 
of the cult's existence also was published, but we kept the Arlis 
Perry case and the Michael Carr connection under wraps. In 
total, the articles covered nearly six pages. For Gannett's re¬ 
gional afternoon dailies, the process was repeated. 

The report was picked up by the rest of the media. WPIX- 
TV, WOR and WABC-TV, along with WINS radio's John 
Russell—who'd followed the case all along—interviewed me; 
as did a few out-of-state radio stations. I was also immediately 
scheduled for another appearance on Candy Jones's radio 
show. 

Santucci's office also received a host of calls, including one 
from WCBS radio newsman Art Athens, who'd offered infor¬ 
mation to the Omega task force before Berkowitz's arrest. 
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Athens had maintained his interest in the investigation, but 
Santucci wasn't issuing any statements on the Gannett reports. 

The next day, Mike Zuckerman reported in Gannett that 
the NYPD offered absolutely no comment in response to the 
articles and that the Bronx and Brooklyn district attorneys 
were sidestepping the issue. In Queens, John Santucci watched 
his counterparts dive for cover. 

As a sidelight to the media coverage, the Associated Press, 
whose reporter Rick Pienciak was kayoed from the case by 
Berkowitz and Lee Chase a year earlier, did not write a word 
about the disclosures. There was little doubt as to why this 
occurred, and Gannett editors expressed their considerable 
displeasure to AP executives. From that point on, the AP, 
perhaps now aware that Pienciak conceivably had an ax to 
grind, resumed its coverage of the work being published in 
Westchester. 

Saturday night, the second bomb exploded as WOR-TV's 
thirty-minute report aired on What's Happening, America? 
Along with highlights of the Berkowitz letters and supporting 
evidence, Lieutenant Gardner and Officer Knoop were inter¬ 
viewed in Minot; Cacilia Davis told her account of the Mosko- 
witz scenario; the yellow VW story was mentioned; the 
Untermyer Park and animal shelter cult connections were ex¬ 
plored; handwriting expert Charles Hamilton stated flat out 
that Berkowitz wasn't the author of the Breslin letter; and 
John Carr's drug counselor said that Carr was nicknamed 
Wheaties and possessed intimate knowledge of the .44 shoot¬ 
ings. 

Additionally, interviews were conducted with Mike Lauria, 
father of victim Donna Lauria, and Jerry and Neysa Mosko- 
witz, parents of the slain Stacy. All expressed belief in the 
conspiracy's existence and called for frill disclosure of the 
truth. Now even victims' families were lining up against 
the NYPD, Brooklyn DA Eugene Gold and the Bronx's Mario 
Merola. 

Berkowitz, for his part, said nothing. As Denise assuredly 
advised him, his position was fairly and accurately repre¬ 
sented. 

A month later, 1 hosted another segment of What's Happen¬ 
ing, America? This time, the chase of the yellow VW through 
Brooklyn was described and we revealed that Berkowitz had 
driven a borrowed yellow or beige VW while living in the 
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Cassara home in New Rochelle. Other aspects of the case were 
also covered, but the focal point of this program was the dis¬ 
closure of the letter Berkowitz left in his "topsy-turvy" apart¬ 
ment which warned that his cult planned to kill "at least 100" 
young people in the tri-state area. The note, we stated, was 
withheld from the public by Gold and top NYPD officials. 
(This segment would later be honored by United Press Inter¬ 
national as the best investigative report aired in the New York 
City area in the year 1981.) 

The next day, Friday, April 24, the Gannett papers pub¬ 
lished my article about the letter. The story, like the TV pre¬ 
sentation, emphasized that police officials and Eugene Gold 
suppressed the note. 

This report also contained a significant about-face statement 
by Gold, who had now acknowledged that "pieces of a puzzle 
concerning a cult" had indeed existed all along—as Jim Mitte- 
ager and I formally advised his office as early as January 1978. 

Gold's concession marked a point as close as he could possi¬ 
bly come to falling on his sword. Gone were his 1979 charges 
which falsely accused me of "wild hypothesis unsupported by 
any evidence." Gold was caught in a rising tide, a surge he 
could have avoided had he not attempted to whitewash the 
case from the outset. If he'd presumed we'd eventually just go 
away, he was mistaken. 

A short time later Gold announced he was stepping down as 
Brooklyn district attorney. High-level sources in his own office 
—who had defied Gold by providing me with the cult letter 
and classified reports of the Moskowitz murder—told me that 
Gold's decision to retire from office was influenced by a few 
factors. Among them was the Son of Sam case. 

In Westchester, a Today editor, tongue firmly in cheek, 
headlined the story of the abdication "GOLD WILL NO 
LONGER GLITTER IN BROOKLYN." 

Twenty months after Gold retired, he admitted to a Tennes¬ 
see court that he'd sexually molested a ten-year-old girl while 
attending a district attorneys' convention after he left office. 
The victim. Gold acknowledged, was the daughter of a prose¬ 
cutor who participated in the conference. The charges were 
dismissed with the stipulation that Gold receive psychiatric 
treatment. 


On other fronts in the spring of 1981, the newly released Son 
of Sam evidence continued to ripple the pond. In the Bronx, 
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DA Mario Merola, in response to a question about the two .44 
attacks in his jurisdiction, told Gannett's Mike Zuckerman: 
"Berkowitz was acting alone in the Bronx cases." Merola stip¬ 
ulated that he was referring only to the Bronx, and not to the 
Queens and Brooklyn shootings. While Merola was no longer 
denying the existence of a conspiracy, his conclusion concern¬ 
ing Berkowitz's sole guilt in the Bronx was greeted with con¬ 
siderable skepticism. 

In Hollywood, too, people were nervous. The Daily News 
soon reported that production of a major film scheduled to be 
based on Klausner's book had been scrapped. As the News 
revealed, the movie's executives feared that the current revela¬ 
tions, and future ones, would render the "Berkowitz alone" 
scenario a fiasco. 

The house of cards had finally collapsed. 

John Santucci had issued no progress reports since reopen¬ 
ing the case. And despite the concessions now acknowledged 
by the other DAs, no assistance was forthcoming. At the be¬ 
ginning, he received no support and was forced to go it alone. 
And that's the way it would remain, which was now fine with 
him. 

For several months, the case dropped out of public view, but 
the backstage efforts continued. I knew that Santucci and his 
investigators were convinced a conspiracy existed, but 1 was 
obligated to maintain that confidence. Through Tom McCar¬ 
thy I'd asked if the DA would participate in one of the two 
television specials. The invitation was politely declined. 

"The DA doesn't want to be viewed as using this case to 
create a major controversy," McCarthy explained. 

"That's already happened, Tom. And he joined it when he 
reopened." 

"He reopened based on the evidence. Others created the 
controversy by lining up against him," McCarthy answered. 
"It's somewhat absurd when you think about it. We had five of 
the eight attacks out here—who the hell else is in a better 
position to make an informed evaluation of the case? And this 
isn't new; he wanted to resolve this in 78. But Brooklyn and 
the Bronx bucked him when he wanted a trial." 

"Then why not ask him to talk about it now? Damn it, the 
time has come. Gold is on the way out and Merola's statement 
was so cute he could sell waffle irons. This is the guy who in 
78 tried to claim Berkowitz took time out from shooting peo- 
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pie to light three million fires at fifteen-minute intervals 
throughout the entire city. Even the cops shot that down as 
bullshit. Now he's doing the best Invisible Man I haven't seen 
since Claude Rains." 

McCarthy chuckled. "Why don't you open the next pro¬ 
gram with that? They'd love it in the Bronx. But Berkowitz 
was a firebug." 

"Yeah, he was a buff and he did torch a few things here and 
there. He's admitted that. But hell, that was part of their thing 
—him, Weiss and the rest. That fire log of his even had an 
August 2 fire written down before a July 29 fire. Did you know 
that?" 

"No, 1 didn't." 

"Well, he was either clairvoyant or he simply copied that log 
from someplace and made a mistake while doing it." 

"Interesting," McCarthy said. It was one of his favorite 
words, one 1 was sure would be his epitaph someday, when he 
sailed off to Cagey Spokesman's Heaven. 

"Look," he said. "I'll talk to the DA about the next pro¬ 
gram. When's it going to air—the end of September?" 

"Yeah, and it would be great if he was part of it." 

In late August, 1 flew to California to tape a report on the 
Arlis Perry murder, which we were now going to air publicly. 
The majority of the evidence would remain confidential, but an 
overview of the case, including Sergeant Ken Kahn's com¬ 
ments about his belief in Berkowitz's veracity, would be broad¬ 
cast. 

After I returned to New York, John Santucci, Herb Leifer 
and I had a private meeting in Queens on the Son of Sam 
probe. 

Besides their legal backgrounds, Leifer and Santucci shared 
another trait. Each was always "trying to quit" smoking when¬ 
ever I showed up. Translated: I usually left with an empty 
pack, foraged by a pair of "reformed" tobacco addicts. 

Getting the preliminaries out of the way, I tossed the box of 
Marlboro Lights onto Santucci's desk and told him I'd just 
eliminated the middleman. Then it was down to business and 
the DA didn't mince words. 

"I think they've killed before, during and after the .44 inci¬ 
dents," he said. "I don't doubt that for a second. Do you think 
they're still using Untermyer Park?" 

"I don't think so, but I'm not sure. All that publicity should 
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have driven them off But then, a cop spotted a ritual involving 
German shepherds at an old estate nearby after that. They 
might have just moved up the road." 

Santucci then ran through a list of names, most of whom 
have been mentioned in this narrative in one way or another. 

"1 think they're all part of it," he said. "And I think we've 
got women involved, too." 

"So do we," Leifer agreed. 

"Yes," Santucci continued. "But until we get a clearer pic¬ 
ture of who the actual shooters were, we'd be risking giving 
immunity to a gunman if I took this to a grand jury. That's the 
damned law in this state. Once you put someone in front of a 
grand jury they've got immunity unless they waive it. And do 
you think any of these people would do that?" 

"Not likely," I answered. 

"You're right. And that's what makes this kind of investiga¬ 
tion so damned difficult. All the district attorneys are against 
this law. The feds don't have it, but we're stuck with it. And 1 
just won't take the chance of handing a free ticket to someone 
who might turn out to be one of the shooters." 

"I was wondering what your strategy was," I said. "I think 
what you're saying is that we're sitting here with so-called 
negative proof. We can demonstrate the conspiracy exists, but 
doing so doesn't, by itself, result in automatic arrests of any 
people suspected of being part of it." 

"1 would agree with that," Santucci said. "We can lay out 
all this information and say that it shows Berkowitz wasn't 
alone. That's one thing. Then you look for who to arrest. 
You've got people identified, but you don't know which role 
they played, or if they played several roles. 1 believe there were 
lookouts, wheelmen and several different people who were 
shooters. So to try to find out who did what, you look for your 
witnesses. But there aren't many witnesses who can help you 
in this case. So where do you turn? You'd then want to put 
your suspects in front of a grand jury—but you can't because 
they've automatically got immunity once you do." 

"So what do you need?" I asked. 

"1 need to discover who the shooters were and who ran this 
operation." 

"We need to turn somebody," Leifer interjected. "We were 
hoping it would be David. But as you know, he's not talking 
anymore. We need an insider. We don't have much in the way 
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of 'outside' witnesses to the shootings—people who could say, 
'Yeah, I saw Joe Blow do it.'" 

"Look at it this way," Santucci continued. "Using Brooklyn 
as an example, you could put Mrs. Davis on the stand and 
demonstrate that, based on her observations, Berkowitz wasn't 
the shooter. And you'd back up her testimony with her 
friend's, Zaino's, the yellow VW chase and other reconstructed 
events from that scene. But for all that does, it still doesn't give 
you the shooter's identity. We know who didn't pull the trig¬ 
ger, or hang out in the park, or drive the VW. But we don't 
know who did." 

"You're depressing me," I said. 

"1 don't mean to. This work that's been done is very impor¬ 
tant because it exposed this operation in the first place, and it 
would also corroborate the testimony of Berkowitz or someone 
else involved," Santucci said. "But we need that someone." 

"You know what Berkowitz said about having to turn over 
pictures of family members and all—" 

"Yes. That's an added problem. We can take steps to combat 
that situation, but we'd first have to convince someone we 
could do it." 

"And you can't do a thing about the Carr brothers. 1 mean, 
John was a dead ringer for the Lomino-DeMasi sketch," 1 
said. 

"It doesn't matter now in terms of prosecution, which is 
where we're at," Leifer answered. "Nobody can prosecute any¬ 
body who is dead." 

"Speaking of John Carr, 1 heard recently that he was the 
weakest link and would have been the one most likely to 
break," Santucci said. 

"That probably explains his untimely demise," I replied. 

"And I also heard that Reeve Rockman wasn't involved—at 
least not directly—in the shootings. Whatever else he may 
have had a hand in—drugs or anything else—1 don't know." 

I caught the drift of Santucci's remarks. "It sounds to me 
like you might have a little bird on your shoulder. Perhaps a 
little bird who's tired of taking a fall all by himself?" 

"No, not him personally. But there is someone else. You 
recall that Berkowitz was recently transferred from Attica, 
right?" 

"Yes, to Dannemora." 

"Let's just say I wish he was back in Attica and that 1 have 
some personal questions as to why he's no longer there." 
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For a moment, no one spoke. "Are you telling me that 
you've got an informant and he and Berkowitz were separated 
just as good information was coming in—is that it?" 

"Yes, the move was a curious one. Let'sjust leave it at that." 

"Do you have any other informants?" 1 asked. 

"I'm working on that right now. It's a fragile situation, but 
there are a few things in the works." 

"In Dannemora?" 

"And elsewhere," Santucci said. "We were talking about 
Brooklyn. I also heard recently from an informant that Berko¬ 
witz didn't shoot Stacy Moskowitz or the Violante boy. You 
already put that out there pretty thoroughly. But that's Brook¬ 
lyn—1 need the Queens cases." 

"Wait a minute—those damned boundaries don't apply to 
me. What did you hear about Brooklyn?" 

Santucci paused for a second, deciding whether or not to 
reveal the information. 

"I was told that 'the guy from the hospital' did that shoot¬ 
ing," he said. 

The district attorney then mentioned a familiar name. 

"No kidding." I whistled. "He does fit into the picture." 

"Yes, but I'm not sure it's him," Santucci explained. "1 
wasn't given the name—I was told the guy from the hospital. 
But we both know Max's* connections to the case, and he did 
work in a hospital. But it may be another hospital worker we 
haven't identified yet. But 1 wish Max would get pulled over in 
Queens on some violation so we could use it as an excuse to 
question him. We'd get nowhere just inviting him in." 

"And this comes from inside?" 

"Yes." 

"And you think it's good?" 

"I have no reason to think it isn't. I'd appreciate anything 
you've got on Max, because it might be him." 

"Jeez, I knew the evidence was there on Brooklyn, and I 
know Berkowitz liked that big Moskowitz report we did. This 
all fits in—what about the other cases?" 

"In Queens, now. I've got serious questions about the 
Lomino-DeMasi shootings, the Christine Freund murder and 
the killing of the Voskerichian girl in Forest Hills," Santucci 
said. 

"Yeah, Ski Cap and Berkowitz were both at that scene and 
Berkowitz tried to claim he was Ski Cap. It's garbage. Herb 
and I both think Ski Cap may have been a woman." 
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Santucci looked at Leifer, who nodded his assent. 

"It's definitely possible," Santucci answered. "But as far as 
the other Queens cases go, I just don't know. Nobody saw 
anything at the Denaro wounding, and at Elephas we've got 
nothing on the shooter. I'm aware of that yellowish car there 
and of the guy with the mustache who jumped into it. He 
allegedly witnessed the incident and then left in the same di¬ 
rection as the shooter—isn't that it?" 

"Yeah, and with his lights out." 

"But that doesn't give us the shooter," the DA explained. 
"If s just another example indicating that something was going 
on out there involving the gunman and someone else." 

"Merola had the only witness who was going to ID Berko¬ 
witz," I said. "The only one. Jody Valente—who was wounded 
in the car when Donna Lauria was killed." 

"Well, there's no question that Berkowitz is guilty of both 
murder and conspiracy," Santucci replied. "He was involved 
in everything, and I'm sure he pulled the trigger a few times." 

"He's not even trying to deny that," I said. "He's not trying 
to get out of anything. I'd say that helps his credibility." 

"It's tough to argue with that," Leifer answered. 

"What about the Arlis Perry matter?" Santucci asked. 

"I just taped a piece out at Stanford with Ken Kahn, the 
cop on the case. It's eerie. She was put right beneath a big 
cross sculpted into the damned church wall. There's symbol¬ 
ism in everything these people do. But Kahn's on the record as 
saying they believe Berkowitz. How couldn't they? It's all 
there. . . . You know this means we've got a larger picture 
than what went on in New York." 

"You mean the guy Berkowitz calls Charlie Manson II," 
Leifer said. 

"Well, as I said before, I think they were active before and 
after the Son of Sam incidents," Santucci agreed. "But my 
focus has to remain here in Queens. This is an exceptionally 
complex investigation, but I couldn't ignore it. There were too 
many unresolved questions, important questions." 

"And now?" 1 asked. 

"We've been able to resolve a lot of them, and that's one 
goal of this inquiry. Arrests are another matter. We need a 
break, and we need some damned help from Berkowitz or 
someone else with firsthand knowledge. We're going to try to 
make that happen, but through nobody's fault here a lot of 
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time has gone by and it won't be easy. But we'll try," the DA 
said. 

"So you'll do the TV show?" 

"Yes. I said in our opening statement that when the time 
was appropriate, and not before then, we'd make the findings 
of this office public. I know you wanted something before, but 
we couldn't do it. I can't go all the way, there are still things 
that are confidential. But I think we'll be able to contribute to 
the program." 

On Saturday night, September 26, 1981, the What's Happen¬ 
ing, America? broadcast was aired. Along with some basic rev¬ 
elations about the Arlis Perry case, Santucci said publicly for 
the first time that his office's investigation had convinced him 
Berkowitz didn't act alone. The quote most widely circulated 
by the wire services and reported by the rest of the media was: 

"I believe David Berkowitz did not act alone—that in feet 
others did cooperate, aid and abet him in the commission of 
these crimes. In fact, it has crossed my mind that this .44- 
caliber pistol, which was the weapon used in the shootings, 
was passed around among a number of people." 

"It could have been one gun or there may have been more," 
Santucci said afterwards. "The ballistics were inconclusive; I 
don't doubt Berkowitz's gun was used in some of the shoot¬ 
ings. But since I couldn't prove more than one gun was used 
either, there was no purpose to be served by raising the issue 
then." 

But since that time, other informants known to Santucci 
have alleged that more than one .44 was used, at least in the 
earlier attacks, a subject that hasn't been raised publicly until 
this writing. In fact, because of the NYPD's statements, it was 
assumed Berkowitz's .44 was the only one fired. 

But the informants' revelations supported identical com¬ 
ments phoned anonymously to Lieutenant Terry Gardner in 
Minot following John Carr's death. Significantly, since none of 
the informants, including those whose names are known, knew 
about the ballistics reports, they couldn't have been aware that 
a lack of definitive ballistics proof existed. 

I mentioned this aspect to Tom McCarthy, telling him that 
if I was an informant trying to lie, that was probably the last 
fabrication I'd try because it was challenging what people ac¬ 
cepted as established fact. 



What's Happening, America? 455 

"Wouldn't you be afraid of being discredited on the spot if 
you dreamt something like that up?" I asked. 

"You sure as hell have to take what they're saying a lot 
more seriously because of that," he answered. "One of the 
police's techniques is to withhold certain keys so that they can 
gauge the value of information they get. If an informant 
couldn't have read about some piece of evidence, his credibility 
goes up. The police kept this ballistics information from the 
public for other reasons—not for future corroboration. So it's 
really ironic how it's working out." 

The prison sources, incidentally, said their information 
came directly from Berkowitz, and it was firmly established 
that they were closely acquainted with him. The bottom line 
was that, in addition to the other conspiracy evidence and 
Berkowitz's own flawed 1977 confession, there were now seri¬ 
ous questions regarding the gun as well. 

"I can see why they tried to sweep this under the rag," I 
said to Tom McCarthy. "They were willing to let this entire 
thing get away rather than have the holes in the case against 
Berkowitz exposed." 

"If so, not anymore," McCarthy said simply. "Even if we're 
never able to arrest anyone else, we can at least let it be known 
what's been found and maybe we drive these lunatics under¬ 
ground for a while." 

McCarthy's optimism was ill founded. There was no proof 
that the killings had stopped, although it seemed the group's 
attention had been diverted to silencing its own mistrusted 
members. But there was still much more to come. 

The morning after the TV broadcast, the Gannett newspa¬ 
pers published the entire Santucci interview, along with an 
article I'd prepared on the Arlis Perry case. In the complete 
discussion, which had been edited because of television's time 
constraints, Santucci voiced his long-standing dissatisfaction 
with the original .44 investigation. "I did want to see a trial 
because I wanted to determine whether some of these [conspir¬ 
acy] questions in my mind—and certainly 1 think in the minds 
of others—could be resolved. And I think they should be re¬ 
solved. 

"In this case," he continued, "the sketches of the individuals 
—the composites—were at wide divergence from Berkowitz. 
That was one problem. Allegations that there was more than 
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one vehicle involved [and] the time frame in the killer getting 
from one place to another gave us serious questions." 

Santucci then cautiously enunciated a facet of the case 
which troubled him deeply: "If there are people out there who 
were involved with Berkowitz, they may be doing the same 
thing today. . . . And I think part of my function is to prevent 
things from happening—and this is the way 1 have to do it." 

1 asked the district attorney about the large number of dead 
suspects. 

"We've looked into some of the incidents you've talked 
about and yes, there is an unusual number of people who are 
no longer living," he said. "The probe certainly would have 
been easier if all the principals—or all the people involved 
peripherally or directly—were still alive. But unfortunately, 
many are not." 

Santucci emphasized that he was certain Berkowitz was 
guilty of murder—although not by himself. And regarding live 
suspects, he then said: "1 have ideas as to who would be most 
valuable for me to talk to. There are also people who are no 
longer available to me. Where each of them is at the present 
time, 1 don't know. I also have some people in mind whose 
whereabouts I know—but who wouldn't be helpful to me." 

The DA then addressed the original categorization of Berko¬ 
witz as an "insane loner": "The evidence I have available to 
me indicates that he was perfectly sane, knew exactly what he 
was doing, and that he did have a circle of friends he was 
involved with." 

Santucci closed by saying that although conspiracy evidence 
was uncovered, arrests were another matter. 

"Whether or not [the probe] would lead to indictments . . . 
is very debatable. But my principal goal is to find out, to settle 
the issue. ... 1 would try to get enough evidence to prose¬ 
cute. But that's a little more difficult than just settling the 
question." 

Now, it was a matter of public record. And the message 
wasn't missed by people involved in the case. In upstate Dan- 
nemora prison, David Berkowitz heard it loud and clear, And 
he began talking to a number of people—inmates and others 
connected to the prison. He wanted advice; he was thinking of 
locating a lawyer to explore what might be done for him and 
to protect his family. 

Now, too, several reporters voiced written agreement with 
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the conspiracy determination, and information from the public 
began flowing again. Numerous tips were checked but most, 
despite their sincerity, proved groundless. However, one call to 
authorities was referred to me for follow-up. His name was 
Bob Williams,* and he lived in a small Connecticut city. 

"1 knew a guy named Brian Birch,"* he said. "He was fixing 
my car at his home in the fall of 76 and he pulled out a .44 
and said, 'Don't mess with the Son of Sam.' He was standing 
on his staircase with the gun in his hand. 1 asked him what the 
hell he meant and he told me to forget it." 

1 could sense Williams was serious, but the story still 
sounded farfetched. 

"Are you sure it was a .44?" 1 asked, and Williams replied 
he was certain the gun was a .44 revolver, model unknown. 

Williams' allegation was potentially important for another 
reason: nobody had heard the term "Son of Sam" in the au¬ 
tumn of 1976. It wasn't until April 1977 that the name was 
used in the Borrelli letter. Williams told me he originally 
phoned the NYPD during the shooting spree but no one had 
gotten back to him. 

"I know they had a few thousand names to work on, so it 
probably got lost in the pile. But I don't want you to think I'm 
just coming out of the woodwork with this," he said. 

"How do you know when this incident with Birch oc¬ 
curred?" 

"We were working together at the time. It didn't mean any¬ 
thing to me then, but when I heard about Son of Sam later I 
called the cops." 

"Can we somehow prove this happened when you say it 
did?" 

"1 don't know. I just know that's when he said it. When I 
later heard about Son of Sam, it hit me right away. You don't 
forget a guy saying something like that and flashing a gun 
around." 

Sincere as Williams was, his explanation wasn't good 
enough. More was needed. "You said he was fixing your car— 
what kind of car was it?" 

"That was my Chevelle—a '69," Williams immediately said. 

"How long did you keep that car?" 

"1 don't recall for certain. I know I got rid of it and bought 
a 77 Volare, the car I'm driving now." 

"Did you buy the Volare when it was new?" 

"Yes." 
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1 asked Williams to check his paperwork on the vehicle pur¬ 
chase. In thirty minutes, he called me back. "1 bought the 
Volare in November 76. I have the material right here." 

"Then if Birch fixed your Chevelle, and made that Son of 
Sam comment and waved the .44 at that time, it had to be 
before November 76." 

"Jesus, yes." 

Williams was elated, and his statement was forwarded to the 
district attorney. Brian Birch, however, had left the area and 
was said to be somewhere in Arizona. He hasn't been found. 
Birch, although he didn't resemble the Moskowitz-Violante 
gunman, was a hospital worker. There were hospital and medi¬ 
cal connections all over the case, ranging from victims'jobs to 
other links involving several suspects, including Reeve 
Rockman, who'd once worked at a Manhattan hospital. The 
connections were too many to be dismissed as coincidental, 
and more would soon surface. 

Williams also said that Birch was friendly with another man 
named Chet Brown,* a former Bronx resident who moved to 
Connecticut. This information was of considerable interest be¬ 
cause Chet Brown from that same Connecticut city was ob¬ 
served at the Carr home in October 1977—apparently visiting 
Michael Carr. I'd copied his license number at the time, and it 
had been in my file for four years. That Chet Brown and the 
one Williams knew also had the same middle initial. This in¬ 
formation was forwarded to Queens as well. 

Birch and Brown remain as possible suspects. And they 
were about to be joined by a number of others. 

The Queens investigators and I were aware that the case was 
bigger than what we'd thus far been able to root out in New 
York. There was, of course, the Arlis Perry murder and the 
mysterious Charlie Manson II. But none of us was prepared 
for what was about to happen. 

The Son of Sam case was poised for a huge upward leap into 
the ranks of monied society. 

And with it would come more murders. 



XX 

From the 
Belly of the Beast 


In July 1981 an apprehensive David Berkowitz was unexpect¬ 
edly transferred from Attica to the Clinton Correctional Facil¬ 
ity in Dannemora, New York. Located in the northeast corner 
of the state near the Canadian border, the ancient gray behe¬ 
moth was the most inaccessible prison in the system. Left 
behind at Attica, to John Santucci's chagrin, were valuable 
informants. But ahead at Dannemora were others, more than 
one of whom was eventually removed from that facility and 
separated from Berkowitz. 

Frankly, the succession of moves was suspicious and would 
be noted as such by the district attorney's office and myself. 

These prisoners, and one prime outside contact, provided 
important information about the case. All knew Berkowitz 
well. To each, Berkowitz revealed intimate details, particulars 
which overlapped and were repeated to us by the informants, 
who were with Berkowitz during time periods ranging from 
1979 to 1985. 

To protect these sources, who may someday be asked to 
testify in a court of law and whose lives may be in jeopardy, 
the information they provided will be attributed here to two 
composite characters, whom I will call Vinny and Danny. The 
real names and letters or statements from each of them are in 
the possession of the Queens district attorney, who developed 
two of them. Others were cultivated by me. 

As the information contained common elements, the road to 
confirmations was a single one. This consistency enhanced the 
informants' credibility and that of Berkowitz, who, it turned 
out, was relating the same details he first described to us in 
1979-80—but with one major difference. With his fellow pris¬ 
oners, and others, he filled in blanks he'd left for us to decipher 
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as clues. They said he was open with them for several reasons, 
one of which was his desire to explore the possibility of ob¬ 
taining legal assistance for himself and protection for his fam¬ 
ily should he decide to step forward. He thought, in the case of 
at least two of the informants, that their attorneys might be 
willing to assist him, and so he briefed the inmates to elicit 
their opinions on what their lawyers might be able to do for 
him. He ultimately decided against pursuing the matter. 

With both Berkowitz and the informants, it was a relatively 
simple, although time-consuming task to compare statements 
and letters written over a period of years to determine if their 
versions remained consistent. They did. And the written mate¬ 
rial was bolstered by more than a dozen visits 1 made to 
various prisons around the state, interviewing the sources per¬ 
sonally on multiple occasions. Vinny and Danny were repeat¬ 
ing the same stories in 1986 that they originally told between 
1979 and 1985. 

1 personally spent many months fleshing out the allegations, 
and was assisted by the Greenburgh Police Department in 
Westchester, Yonkers' Lieutenant Mike Novotny, retired 
NYPD homicide detectives Joe Basteri and Hank Cinotti, and 
others who requested anonymity because of career consider¬ 
ations. 

Information was then compared with that unearthed by the 
Queens investigators, and it meshed. 

With that background, the stage is set. 

In October 1981, with the Santucci interview now public, 
Berkowitz was aware the DA believed the conspiracy existed. 
He'd earlier told Vinny and Danny that both John and Mi¬ 
chael Carr were in the cult and that John Carr, at least, was a 
triggerman. 

He hadn't said whether or not Michael was a gunman, but 
did tell them that while he was already "drifting" toward sa- 
tanism at the time, his chance meeting with Michael in the 
Bronx brought him into the group's clutches when Michael 
invited him to the party at the Barnes Avenue apartment 
building. Berkowitz had also revealed that the cult was larger 
than he thought we in New York were aware of 

Now, in mid-October, he told Vinny that the group planned 
a murder for Halloween. 

Halloween was one of the major satanic holidays and, based 
on what Vinny heard, the killing would serve a dual purpose: a 
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cult sacrifice and the elimination of yet another weak link. "It 
is to be an inside, housecleaning thing," Vinny wrote. 

He said Berkowitz felt powerless to stop it. But how did 
Berkowitz know what the group was planning? 

According to Vinny, outside contacts monitored Berkowitz 
and kept him apprised of the cult's activities. This statement 
has also been supported by independent information. Vinny 
was shocked to hear that a murder was planned. He wrote the 
following letter to a close friend, summarizing some of the 
details he learned: 

If Santucci cares, you may share all of this with him. 

I want you to give him all. Most of this means zip to 
me. But 1 can tell just reading it over that things are 
significant that I don't even realize myself. Time is 
critical. I'll take my chances. This is all true. It's true 
as I write it, as I see it. I'll try to be objective. The 
D.A. can take them for what they are woith. 

I want no deals. No publicity. These sickies have a 
fetish. Their favorite mode of murder is gunshots. 
They blow people's heads olf I have a family. I also 
have a head and want to keep it. 

Santucci does not have to play games with me. I 
frilly expect he will dissect me and my motives. It's a 
price I have to pay. I'm not exactly eligible for saint¬ 
hood. All I can do is shut up if some lunatic starts 
turning this into publicity. 

My main concerns here are two things. That Octo¬ 
ber 31 crime they planned, and giving as much as I 
safely can on the "Group." Because November 30 is 
the next date. Then New Year's. I am not psychic but 
already I've "predicted" 3 crimes. 

Drugs are involved. I feel the real key to exposing 
the Group is through drug and porn connections. 
Illegal weapons are also, but not as good 'cause that's 
sporadic. And they already have arsenals. But they 
need steady supplies of drugs for their own "parties" 
and to make money. And remember, those who head 
this may not believe this crap about Satan. They be¬ 
lieve in how people can be led and used. Used in a 
very effective way. Sickeningly effective. 

They saw a good thing. I don't believe it was al¬ 
ways this sophisticated. But they are expanding. And 
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when you touch drugs and pom and call girl type 
operations and daughters of middle-class people at 
school, things get hot. 'Cause politicians may be in¬ 
volved. Or influential persons. So I'm scared, to put 
it mildly. If I get wind they blew someone's head off 
October 31, I may go catatonic. 

Tell Santucci this is real. Screw my inhibitions. 
Look—whoever heads this isn't from the City. At 
least, he lives outside. 1 think Jersey or Long Island. 
At least, he has some sort of big place. A regular 
Hugh Hefner place for parties, kinky sex. And peo¬ 
ple come from all over. Most people there are upper 
middle class. This group has strong holds in a lot of 
ways. Besides "dedication" is "intimidation" or 
"guilt"—but fear is strongest. And Berkowitz' fear is 
real. 

He said to me that if 1 said certain things he told 
me, he'd just deny it. Not maliciously—but these 
people blow heads offl Blackmail exists, also. Or peo¬ 
ple won't talk because they're co-conspirators. 

Now listen, you know that coven book where they 
write their crimes? Can't you see, I'm positive their 
"Dragon" doesn't write his crimes. (1 never asked.) 
But that book is "insurance." The members figure 
it's occult but that book is insurance against rats. 
This is not a nickel-and-dime group of people out for 
"kicks." Doctors and lawyers do not have to be so 
flamboyant. This group has got to offer something of 
substance. Something very "lucrative" for someone. 

When was Donna Lauria shot? Cause DL has a 
special significance. This I verified. They cover cer¬ 
tain "target crimes" by unrelated other crimes. To 
cloud the picture. 

This is the type of Group that can move into an 
unknown area and win "converts" fast. Sex, drugs, 
homosexuality—many members educated and good- 
looking. Fun parties. Big "mansions" of sex. They 
call them mansions. "In their Father's (Satan's) 
house are many mansions." Or "palaces"—sick peo¬ 
ple. They go for "retreats," too. I am not nuts. I will 
just say what I was told. 

I have things which lead me to suspect they may 
have filmed (or videotaped) many of these crimes. I 
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have more than a suspicion. They have certain kill¬ 
ings on film. 

That revelation alone will get me wasted. I'm de¬ 
stroying my notes. I must. Too dangerous. 

They not only ransacked Berkowitz' place to make 
him look "mad," but he was supposed to "get 
caught" in a final act. No, I suspect different. He 
does also. He knows his days are numbered. That's 
why he came to me. He needs J.S. [John Santucci] 
'cause dammit, this insane stuff is true. 

Keep these things [coded notes compiled earlier]: 

I went to see my fortune story behind the brown- 
stone in Brooklyn Heights, 'cause I went to NYU 
[New York University] at that time. That night, I 
met my date in Washington Square Park. Tom, and 
Ronald, and David were there, too. We had some 
coke [cocaine] and a hamburger. We then saw a 
movie: "Frankenstein Meets Mickey Mouse" and 
"Rodan, the Flying Monster." 

Narcoee and Ebee and Sissy Spacek and Rudi 
Kazooti were there. 

Roy Rogers and Dale Evans are my favorite stars. 

Next to James Camaro who is white but dresses like 
an Indian. 

We were a regular jet set of the occult. Kennedy 
assassination taught that conspiracy theories are 
thought of as fairy tales. The insane act solo. . . . 

On October 31, look for a kinky or bizarre assassi¬ 
nation. Male(s) and female(s). Their heads shot 
off ... And they'll remove the evidence like when 
they ransacked Berkowitz' place. Or leave mislead¬ 
ing clues like in 1977. Just keep this in mind if you 
stumble on something. A Halloween shooting. That 
will convince me. 

Vinny's letter contained many confirmations of earlier, un¬ 
published information Berkowitz had provided. Among them, 
of course, was the statement that affluent people were involved 
with the group. The following facts, in addition to those un¬ 
earthed in Bismarck, North Dakota, supported that conten¬ 
tion: 

When Berkowitz was arrested, he possessed a list of tele¬ 
phone numbers, which were barely investigated by the NYPD. 
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No names accompanied these particular numbers, and the 
NYPD simply dialed them and wrote down notations such as 
"female answers" or "no answer." That was the extent of the 
Police Department's work. 

However, with the original paperwork in hand, I was able to 
enlist sources in the telephone company to identify the names 
behind the mysterious numbers. In light of what Vinny (and, 
earlier, Berkowitz) wrote about doctors and lawyers being con¬ 
nected to the cult, the results of the Berkowitz phone numbers 
search were intriguing. 

One number was identified as that of an exclusive country 
club in Long Island's Hamptons area: the Montauk Golf and 
Racquet Club. Two other numbers werie listed to the Long 
Island summer residences of Yonkers doctors; these were not 
office numbers. 

Another number was that of a private residence in East 
Hampton, another belonged to an unlisted telephone in West 
Babylon, Long Island, and a final number was listed to a pri¬ 
vate home on exclusive Shelter island. Long Island. 

There was, simply, no legitimate reason for Yonkers postal 
clerk David Berkowitz to possess these telephone numbers. 
Moreover, he didn't list any names next to them. 

Berkowitz also had the phone umber of the Fort Harrison 
Hotel in Clearwater, Florida—a f ility owned and operated 
as a major training center by the Church of Scientology. This 
further cemented his relationship with middle-level Scientol¬ 
ogy official Michael Carr, at the least. 

Regarding the rest of Vinny's etter, he said that—contrary 
to the official belief at the time—some of the Son of Sam vic¬ 
tims were chosen targets, and not randomly selected victims. 
Santucci had suspected this for ome time, and his investiga¬ 
tors had been seeking links bet een some of the victims. 

Vinny named Donna Lauria slain in the Bronx on July 29, 
1976, as one of those deliberately selected for death. He further 
stated that some of the .44 shootings occurred at random to 
cover up the targeted incide ts. 

He also said that a major leader of the group lived in a large, 
freewheeling mansion in either New Jersey or Long Island; 
that the group was involved in drug, porno and call girl opera¬ 
tions involving college-ag girls; that shipments of illegal 
weapons were sometimes part of the picture—and that at least 
one Son of Sam murder was filmed, or videotaped, by the 
group. 
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Without exception, these allegations were explosive, to put 
it mildly. They were also so complex and elaborate that we 
immediately suspected there was at least some truth to them. 

In the coded section of Vinny's letter, he was, I later 
learned, describing the murder of Stacy Moskowitz and the 
blinding of Robert Violante. Some of the coded names were 
said to refer to participants in that attack—which was alleged 
to have been videotaped by the cult. As Vinny later wrote me: 

"Videotapes. Snuff films. The killing of Stacy Moskowitz is 
on film. It draws a high price. The sick bastards. But this is 
'business.' The whole Moskowitz killing was orchestrated. The 
whole 'capture' was. Analyze the events yourself. [Vinny 
didn't know Berkowitz had already revealed details of that 
operation to me.] You'll feel like a fool for ever having believed 
differently. Sickeningly, this whole nightmare is real. 1 have a 
good idea where the films and 'ritual book' [the log of coven 
crimes] are. But a premature leak could get them 'lost.'" 

"Lost" was one thing; dead was another—as in murdered 
on Halloween. As Vinny later wrote: "I had two locations, 
Brooklyn Heights and the Village [Greenwich Village]. I 
didn't know which was to be the place, except it was to be one 
of them. Berkowitz didn't know either. And he didn't know it 
would be that guy. When 1 sent out that code, 1 didn't know 
that the guy who turned out to be the victim was among those 
names." 

And why was he killed? "He was afraid he was going down 
on drug dealing. He was about to help the cops [Santucci]—to 
tell it all. And he was gonna make a copy of the videotape. 
And stills. They wasted him. It served a double purpose." 

The dead man was, logically enough, a photographer. He 
was referred to twice in the coded Vinny letter. First as "Ron¬ 
ald." Next as "Sissy Spacek." His name: Ronald Sisman, and 
Vinny had written down his name two weeks before the mur¬ 
der, which occurred on the night of October 30, or shortly 
after midnight on Halloween, in Sisman's Manhattan brown- 
stone at 207 West 22nd Street, on the fringe of Greenwich 
Village. Technically, the neighborhood was known as the 
Chelsea section. 

In December, Vinny, not even realizing that he'd listed Sis¬ 
man's name in October, wrote to the same friend to whom 
he'd sent the earlier letter. "The name, I believe, was Sisseck 
(sp?). A girl and he were shot. A coed from Massachusetts. 
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Sisseck was [planning] a deal with the D.A. He was gonna 
produce the videotapes." 

Vinny wrote that Berkowitz hadn't told him personally 
about the motive for Sisman's murder, but that a mutual 
prison associate had filled him in. Vinny later said to me: 

"Berkowitz had told me about Sisseck, and he told me an 
inside job was in the works for Halloween. But he didn't say 
that Sisseck was the planned victim. I don't think he knew it. 
He was getting info from outside, but there was a lag some¬ 
times. But he knew Sisseck before. He'd been to his brown- 
stone with Michael Carr ... He told me Sisseck was dealing, 
and that there was a party going on when they got there. He 
saw the chandelier. Berkowitz waited while Michael Carr got 
the stuff." 

As a confirming note, the building was indeed a brownstone, 
and there was a chandelier on the premises, along with a hang¬ 
ing Tiffany lamp. 

According to Vinny, Ronald Sisman had been at the scene 
of the Moskowitz-Violante shooting and may have videotaped 
the attack himself. If not, he assisted whoever operated the 
camera. 

"It was either him or that guy 'Mickey' ["Mickey Mouse" 
in the coded letter]. I have no idea who he is. I also think 
Manson 11 might have assisted the filming, but I'm not sure." 

Sisman, thirty-five, was a Canadian native whom police de¬ 
scribed as a photographer, procurer and dope dealer. He and 
Elizabeth Plotzman, twenty, a Long Island resident and a stu¬ 
dent at posh Smith College in Massachusetts, were both shot 
in the back of the head, execution style. Her hands were bound 
behind her with a cord; his weren't. The apartment, as Vinny 
also predicted, was totally ransacked. 

Police established that the ransacking—at least most of it— 
occurred after the killings—that is, that sometime between the 
murders and the discovery of the bodies, the apartment was 
entered and torn apart. 

As Vinny also wrote, and this was confirmed by the police, 
Sisman, a drug dealer, was paranoid about what he believed 
was an impending arrest on drug charges related to the sale of 
large amounts of cocaine. Police theorized that the killings 
were the result of a dope burn and that the killers may have 
been looking for a large amount of cash Sisman might have 
had in the brownstone. 

However, as the police conceded a year later, the killings 
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were unsolved, and if the word "tape" was substituted for 
"cash," the entire scenario fit perfectly. 

"We've got a reentry here," 1 told Herb Leifer. "1 think they 
came in the first time and Sisman told them the tape was in 
some bus locker or whatever. He thinks that's going to spare 
him, but they kill him anyway. Then they go to where the tape 
was supposed to be hidden—only it isn't there. So that's when 
they come back and tear the brownstone apart looking for it. 
Apparently, they got it. 

"Sisman probably copied the thing for his own insurance 
before the original left his possession. And he probably then 
told somebody he thought he could trust that to get out of this 
feared drug bust, he'd give Santucci the tape in exchange for a 
ticket out of the country. Only he told the wrong person and 
was whacked before he could move." 

"It seems to fit," Leifer said. "I'm just amazed that people 
inside that damned prison know all these details about a 
double murder that went down in Manhattan." 

"I don't see how there could be anything but a pipeline," I 
answered. 

Santucci's office viewed the Sisman-Plotzman murders from 
a safe distance. They occurred in Manhattan, not in Queens, 
and no arrests were made. 

"If Sisman was one of them, he can't help us now either," 
Santucci said. "That list keeps getting longer." 

The district attorney wasn't offering a casual opinion. He 
knew that Vinny previously alleged that college girls were in¬ 
volved in the ring; and the murdered Elizabeth Plotzman was 
an out-of-state student. He also knew about the Berkowitz 
phone numbers. And he was likewise aware that information 
which supported the shocking charge that the Moskowitz-Vio- 
lante shooting was videotaped had been uncovered. 

Specifically, in 1979, when Berkowitz was organizing "Op¬ 
eration Photo" with Lee Chase, he requested that a particular 
news clipping be sent to Lieutenant Gardner and Felix Gilroy. 
The article reported that the FBI was probing leads that a 
Philadelphia schoolteacher named Susan Reinert had been 
slain in a Black Mass ritual and the event recorded on film. 
Until Vinny's letter two years later, we had no idea why Ber¬ 
kowitz wanted that clipping sent out. Now the implication was 
clear. 

Additionally, 1 delved into the Moskowitz case again, and a 



468 Web of Conspiracy 

close scrutiny of the events surrounding the shooting revealed 
the following: 

—Berkowitz told the police that Tommy Zaino and his date 
were the original targets but that "plans were changed" when 
Zaino pulled from beneath the streetlamp. Why? Why aban¬ 
don Zaino because he pulled to a darker spot, which should 
have been more desirable? And why shoot Violante and Stacy, 
who then pulled into the same spot beneath the bright sodium 
streetlamp? The presence of a camera and optimum lighting 
conditions would answer those questions. 

—In the same vein, why weren't Violante and Stacy at¬ 
tacked in the darkened park, where they'd gone to ride the 
swings shortly before the shots were fired? They passed right 
by the killer, who, as Violante stated, was leaning against the 
rest-room building. So why not shoot them at that time, rather 
than wait until they returned to the brightly illuminated car, 
which was in clear sight of witness Zaino as well? A camera's 
presence would also answer those questions. 

—And why, as several witnesses reported and the composite 
sketches showed, was the killer wearing a wig that night? No 
evidence of wigs surfaced at any other .44 incident. An at¬ 
tempt to conceal one's features from a camera's eye would 
provide an answer to that question. 

—Finally, if a camera was on the scene, where was it lo¬ 
cated? Mrs. Cacilia Davis, who was at the murder site five 
minutes before the shooting while walking her dog, told us in 
1979 that, in addition to Violante's and Zaino's occupied au¬ 
tos, a Volkswagen "bus" (a van) was parked across the street 
and slightly behind the victims' car. The killer would pass 
directly in front of this van en route to the Violante auto. 
Although it was on the scene minutes before the attack, the 
van's existence wasn't noted in any police report. While this 
isn't proof the van contained camera equipment, it does pro¬ 
vide a reasonable answer as to where such material may have 
been situated and why the van left the scene before the police 
arrived. And for the alleged macabre filming, the vantage 
point was an excellent one. 

It is my personal opinion, based on the evidence and my 
familiarity with the sources and the case, that the videotape 
exists. 

As for Sisman himself, an association between him and Mi¬ 
chael Carr came as no surprise. Sisman was a photographer; 
Michael Carr, a photographer and illustrator. As the Carr 
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family told Queens investigators in 1979, many of Michael's 
friends in business and on the Manhattan disco circuit—also 
traveled by Sisman—were professional photographers. 

And on the subject of the videotape, it was clearly estab¬ 
lished that Sisman was friendly with a man who had a "thing" 
about bizarre videos—a man who lived in a sprawling mansion 
in Southampton, Long Island, which, curiously, was the site of 
Berkowitz's alleged mass-murder-in-a-disco plan. Somehow, 
all roads were now leading to Rome. 

That man was mentioned in Vinny's coded letter as well. He 
was called both "Roy Rogers" and "Rodan the Flying Mon¬ 
ster." Once again, as in the case of Sisman, Vinny had the 
name of one "Mr. Big"—although he didn't know it then. 1 
wouldn't either, until the spring of 1982. 

In November, the other source, Danny, ventured forth with 
his information, which was identical to Vinny's. He wrote: 

Weapons were never carried in cars. They were al¬ 
ways conveniently near locales. The weapon (and let¬ 
ter) so conveniently exposed in Sam's [Berkowitz's] 
car was a set-up. How anyone fell for it is beyond 
me. It was all planned. The [Son of Sam] letters were 
dictated. So was the log of arsons. Dr. David 
Abrahamsen [the court-appointed psychiatrist] al¬ 
most stumbled on it. He once asked Sam how he 
"thought up the story." 

Sam panicked. Not because it would show he was 
lying, but because he thought the cops had broken 
the whole plot. Breslin was used—made a fool out of 
His ego played right into their hands. Everyone's 
did. Breslin, Craig Glassman, old man Carr. They 
could "rely" on these clowns. People like that are 
predictable. They [the group] could never have 
spread the lies as effectively as these unwitting "al¬ 
lies" did. The letters were a scam. They were dic¬ 
tated. Even Abrahamsen saw the one to Breslin was 
out-of-character for Sam. 

They were "tests." The public was fed a little. All 
they [the cult] had to do was sit back and watch how 
the "glory hunters" (the "gory" hunters) wrote a 
script for them to build on. 

The irony is that the "Children" [the internal 
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name of the cult] really did not think up this whole 
elaborate fairy tale [the original version]. The "ex¬ 
perts" did. Those who the public trusted. Those sup¬ 
posedly "above" the sensationalism. 1 could name 
them, but you know who they are. And each of them 
can sleep nights knowing that their egotistical greed 
kept the truth from being found out. And because of 
that, the list of innocent victims grew. 

And it still grows. And there is still a cover-up. 
Ironic, months were spent trying to fit it all together. 

But once they got one confessor—no one seemed to 
really care to analyze "why" or "how." 

There were 22 disciples. You got one. That left 21, 
if I'm not mistaken. 

The one good that can come out of all this is that 
we recognize the weaknesses in our system and clean 
them up, so maybe these horrors can never happen 
again unchecked and on this scale. 

Those were the written words of a convict. And Danny went 
further, into specifics: 

The motive is drugs. I have all the details. Some [.44 
shootings] were "hits." Pornography is also involved. 
Also: snuff films on videotape. And that, sir, is proof. 

This is not just "sick." It is big business. Someone 
has gotten rich off the bloodshed. And 1 can back up 
every single word. I'll give you facts. What you do 
with them will determine how much you get. You 
see, I don't trust you. 1 trust what Lincoln said. You 
can't make assholes out of the people forever. 1 think 
that's how he said it. 

It's how / say it. The authorities are elected to 
protect, not to censor and cover up. Gannett [news¬ 
papers] is always bullshitting you care about the pub¬ 
lic's right to know. 

Prove it. I've got my ass on the line. We have a 
deal to talk. And my writing this letter is a commit¬ 
ment. I'm risking my life. Does that maybe "chal¬ 
lenge" you? Even if they waste me, you got a story. 

The "Children" were very literally being raised to 
kill. [This was a reference to wall writing in Berko- 
witz's apartment: "My children I'm raising to be kill¬ 
ers. Wait 'til they grow up."] For very real reasons. 
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There is a "Black Master." Only, he is not an illu¬ 
sion. Dr. Abrahamsen also came close to this realiza¬ 
tion. Berkowitz feared Abrahamsen knew, that he 
figured it out. Check the ballistics reports. More than 
one weapon was used. They can't "argue" around 
that one. 

Those conflicting composites do not prove eyewit¬ 
nesses are worthless. Perhaps they prove the cop- 
D.A.-political mentality is dangerously prejudiced. 

Sam was a "Squeaky Fromme"—nothing more glam¬ 
orous than a patsy. 

He laughed when he was apprehended. Sure, why 
not? It was orchestrated. Do you believe he actually 
transported guns like that? No. And the note, left out 
in the open, the visible gun. It was a set-up. The 
apartment was a set-up. Made to look like he was 
nuts. 

They [the cult] didn't want a trial, nor an investi¬ 
gation. Things were getting hot, too many experts 
were involved. If the investigation continued, the 
truth would have been found out. 

The truth. That elusive word we'd been chasing since Au¬ 
gust 1977 was now in sight. Danny proved he was close to 
Berkowitz by including a quote from a letter 1 had sent to the 
confessed .44 killer. 

Later, in a personal interview, Danny amplified what he'd 
written. "I was told they bought more guns in Texas, at least, 
around the same time Sam was down there. . . . The cult 
never planned to have a '.44 killer.' The cops did that. Look at 
the composites. There were different people using different .44s 
early on. Then the cops come out with 'one guy and one gun.' 
The group laughed. That's when they decided to go along with 
the game. And they played it well—I mean they knew they 
could count on Breslin; that's why they used him. They sent 
him that letter with all sorts of clues in it and he creamed all 
over it. He was so thrilled that he got a flicking letter that he 
didn't even catch on to what they were really doing. You are 
not dealing with stupid people at the top of this," he said. 

"What about the Borrelli letter and the hatred of Sam Carr 
and all that stuff that happened to him in Yonkers?" 1 asked. 

"That was Michael Carr's idea. He hated his father so much 
that he wanted to torment the hell out of him. That's what all 
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that was about. . . . And John Carr, Sam [Berkowitz] told 
me, also hated the old man because the father liked Michael 
more than him." 

"So the term 'Son of Sam' began there?" 

"Yeah, but it had another meaning, too, to the group. Some¬ 
thing like 'Servants and Master'—SAM." 

"Who did the Breslin letter?" 

"It was a group effort. 1 think it was dictated by a woman. 
There were a lot of women in this; one was a leader." [Here, 
Danny was confirming information Berkowitz provided in 
1979.] 

"How big was this group?" 

"In Westchester, there were those twenty-two, but with 
fringe people the number went higher. The 'Children' were the 
inner circle; twelve of them, I was told. That's who planned 
the Sam shootings." 

According to Danny and Vinny, the cult originated in En¬ 
gland. They didn't know the names "Process," "Chingon" or 
"OTO," but the English-origin information was enough to put 
it over the top. Both the Process and Aleister Crowley's OTO 
were rooted in England. 

The group had a main headquarters in Venice, California, 
near Los Angeles, and both confirmed that Manson II was 
from L.A. and was involved in the Arlis Perry murder. He was 
also involved in at least one Son of Sam shooting, they said— 
that of Christine Freund. 

Vinny's description of the cult's philosophy also matched 
that espoused by the original Process. He explained the theol¬ 
ogy in depth to a minister friend of his, who wrote: 

The cult bases its theology on a strange mixture of 
apocalypses from Daniel, Revelation, II Esdras, II 
Adam and Eve, and the Gospel of the Essenes. Of 
particular interest is the timetable in Daniel and 
Beast of Revelation whose number is 666. According 
to Daniel, after a "time, two times, and half a time," 
there will be a "time of trouble such as has never 
been since there was a nation until that time." 

The cult interprets this to be 2,300 years after the 
Book of Daniel was written, and we are now in that 
time of trouble. 

According to Revelation, Satan was an angel who 
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was cast out of heaven and bound on earth. Earth is 
his realm. God is supreme, and the worsnip of Christ 
is elevating a man to the position of deity. This is 
wrong. Satan is the one who should be worshipped 
on earth to hasten the coming day of the Lord. This 
day must be preceded by the time of trouble, the 
Armageddon of Revelation—and one goal of the cult 
is to help it along by promoting dissension, confu¬ 
sion, and holocaust. They look upon the destruction 
wrought by Hitler as a warm-up for what's coming— 
and they want to be in on the big event. They see 
their murders, etc., as a divine mission. 

The reverend wrote that the marks of the cult, its signs, 
were "666," "HT" and "HH" for "Hitler" and the German SS 
lightning bolts. "All are marks of the beast, Satan-Hitler, 
whom they serve." 

This information was confirmed by the fact that the initials 
"HH," never made public, were written on the back of the 
envelope in which Berkowitz enclosed one of the threatening 
letters he mailed to Sam Carr. We also possessed information 
contained in a 1977 police report in which an acquaintance of 
Berkowitz stated that Berkowitz "possessed and wore Nazi 
insignia." Of course, along with numerous other items—in¬ 
cluding at least two guns Vinny and Danny said Berkowitz 
owned—these articles were missing from his Yonkers apart¬ 
ment at the time of his arrest. One of the missing guns appar¬ 
ently was the .38 revolver Berkowitz showed to the sheet metal 
workers. 

The reverend added that the Sam cult specialized in three 
types of crime: 

All rapes, murders and arson jobs take place in the 
vicinity of coven meetings. In the last Son of Sam 
murder [the Moskowitz-Violante shooting], the 
coven members were assigned definite stations ac¬ 
cording to ritual significance in a nearby playground. 
Rapes are for the purpose of deflowering a virgin, 
which has special significance for Satan worshippers. 
Arson is a symbol of the great conflagration, or Ar¬ 
mageddon, and murders are to spread confusion and 
to fulfill the prophecy in Daniel: "But the wicked 
shall do wickedly." 

Before each coven meeting, Satan has to be ap- 
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peased by the rape of a virgin [young girl], a holo¬ 
caust [arson], or the ritual murder of a person or 
animal. 

Berkowitz certainly informed Vinny of some deep, philo¬ 
sophical matters. But there was more. As the reverend re¬ 
ported: 

There are about 1,000 persons in the cult, nation¬ 
wide. In the east, a headquarters is in an abandoned 
church, privately owned, in [a New York area town]. 

A present and active member of the cult who is still 
committing crimes worked for [a Westchester 
automaker]. He is married to the daughter of one of 
the . . . executives. 

John Carr and Mike Carr were in David Berko¬ 
witz' coven. Other murders by the cult: Arlis Perry; 
a girl in Santa Monica, California, late 1977; John 
Carr, North Dakota; Mike Carr, New York City." 
[Berkowitz told Vinny that both Carr brothers were 
murdered. Our analysis of their deaths had not been 
made public.] 

A girl from Valhalla [Westchester County] stum¬ 
bled onto a coven meeting [before Berkowitz's ar¬ 
rest]. She was raped and brutalized and told to keep 
it quiet. She did. One month later she died of a drug 
overdose. [Vinny also wrote that the cult committed 
a rape at the time of one of its meetings in Untermyer 
Park. Yonkers police confirmed that such an assault 
took place late at night near St. John's Hospital, 
which adjoined the park.] 

So concluded the reverend's report on his pivotal meeting 
with Vinny. The synopsis was submitted to the Queens district 
attorney, and later to me, by the minister. 

"I doubt anybody could be making this up," Herb Leifer 
said. "It's just too thorough and specific." 

"If I was lying. I'd say John and Michael did it all with 
Berkowitz and that was that," I responded. 

"Yeah," Leifer said. "They want the DA to have the infor¬ 
mation. These guys could testify as to what they were told, but 
unless Berkowitz himself or some other member backs it up on 
the stand we're in that hearsay evidence situation again. It's 
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good stuff, but it still doesn't give us what we need to prose¬ 
cute." 

Leifer was correct, unfortunately. But in another sense, the 
case may have been growing too large for the Queens district 
attorney's office. The nationwide scope of the group and its 
origins were now clearly stated. Since neither Vinny nor 
Danny recognized the words "Process," "Chingon" or 
"OTO," I suspected Berkowitz hadn't mentioned them, al¬ 
though in his own letters he'd specifically referred to the 
Chingons. 

To me, it was now apparent that whatever name the group 
used in New York, it had first sprung from the Satan slice of 
the original Process pie. There was no evidence available to 
demonstrate the parent Process was involved. But it will be 
recalled that Process members were free to worship either Je¬ 
hovah, Lucifer or Satan. It was not difficult to see where this 
offshoot hung its hat, or how it had evolved. 

In fact, Berkowitz would soon state that the Sam cult was a 
"violent offshoot" of Scientology. That remark specified that 
the original Process fostered the .44 group. 

Cults, as many experts confirmed, changed names fre¬ 
quently as circumstances demanded. The actual name wasn't 
all that important—but the original theology and networking 
was. 

As for the claim that aproximately one thousand people na¬ 
tionwide belonged to the cult, this figure, while startling and 
ominous, was not incredible. Berkowitz, as far back as Marcy 
in 1978, had said he believed he was protecting "hundreds." 
And the original Process, with its cells in numerous American 
cities, stated as early as 1969 that two hundred people in the 
United States joined the movement. Additionally, the Process 
actively sought alliances with existing occult groups such as 
the Crowley-worshipping OTO. So, with expansion and re¬ 
cruitment since then, it was not beyond the realm of possibility 
that offshoot or related ranks increased their numbers by some 
seven or eight hundred across the country by 1977. And of 
course, the figure may have been somewhat exaggerated by 
those who provided it to Berkowitz. 

Vinny and Danny also quoted Berkowitz as saying Charles 
Manson was a member of the cult. This, too, blended with 
everything we learned, or would leam, including Berkowitz's 
"offshoot of Scientology" remark. Author Ed Sanders and 
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Manson prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi both believed Manson 
was affiliated with the Process. In his book Helter Skelter, 
Bugliosi said that two Process members from Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, visited him to dissuade him from that belief. 
Those same two Processans then called on Manson in prison— 
after which Manson stopped talking about the Process. 

Prior to that, Bugliosi had privately asked Manson if he 
knew Robert DeGrimston (Moore), head of the Process. Man- 
son said he'd met Moore. "You're looking at him," Manson 
said. "Moore and I are one and the same." Bugliosi believed 
Manson was saying that his ideas mirrored Moore's. We would 
find out considerably more than that. 

Taking Bugliosi a step further, Sanders strongly suggested in 
The Family’s hardcover editions that Manson belonged to a 
secret Process chapter in southern California. (Threatened le¬ 
gal action by the Process resulted in the removal of direct 
references to the cult from the American paperback editions. 
In England, after court action, there were no deletions from 
the book.) 

Sanders was able to carry his investigation one level deeper 
than Bugliosi. But in a sense, both men were right. I didn't 
know it yet, but we'd soon begin our own exploration of the 
Manson-Process relationship. 

Since the reverend assumed the important job of docu¬ 
menting the Sam cult's theology, I was able to focus on the 
crimes themselves. Cult members, the informants said, some¬ 
times told rape victims: "Call Satan your father"; and they 
added that the group met, depending on cycles of the moon, 
on Thursdays. This allegation dovetailed with North Dakota 
reports that John Carr's group there also met on Thursdays. 

Cult members were also said to bind themselves with a 
"symbolic cord" to indicate bondage to Satan just as he was 
bound to earth. Some victims (perhaps Elizabeth Plotzman) 
were also tied in this manner. The informants further alleged 
that some cult members were tattooed—sometimes beneath 
the upper lip—with one of the group's signs. Others, they said, 
had pierced ears, as did John and Michael Carr. The infor¬ 
mants said Berkowitz's ear wasn't pierced, and they didn't 
know if he was tattooed. But they said not all members were 
thusly marked. 

The rape allegations complemented the "John Wheaties, 
rapist and suffocater of young girls" alias; and we'd also earlier 
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established that John Carr dated thirteen- to fifteen-year-old 
girls in Minot. Further, the note Berkowitz left in his apart¬ 
ment referred to John as a "terrible rapist and child molestor." 
Now it was all coming together. 

The group reasoned that Hitler was worthy of worship for 
several reasons. One of which, the informants said, was a nu¬ 
merology timetable in which each letter of the alphabet was 
assigned a number. Under this system, A equaled 100 and Z 
was matched with 125. The numbers which corresponded to 
the letters in Hitler's last name (107, 108, 119, 111, 104, 117) 
added to 666—the number of the great beast of the biblical 
book of Revelation. The devil's number. 

At a dinner one night on City Island in the Bronx, Tom 
McCarthy and I discussed the new developments. 

"Nothing surprises me anymore," he said. "I find it difficult 
to believe these sources could be dreaming all this stuff up. It 
can't really get more bizarre than it already is, right? We've got 
dead dogs and murder and a dead guy in North Dakota with 
666 on his hand. What more do we need to get in Ripley's 
Believe It or Not?" 

"Amen," I answered. "Nobody in the world knows about 
that writing on Carr's hand, and we get unsolicited word from 
the slam that 666 is one of their big signs and that they some¬ 
times leave it at crime scenes." 

I told McCarthy that I'd called the Westchester medical 
examiner on a hunch and learned that a young man named 
Anthony Varisco was slain in the recent past and had 666 
tattooed in a triangular pattern on his hand—the same shape 
in which John Carr wrote "XXO" on the walls in Minot. 

"Who the hell killed this Varisco?" McCarthy demanded. 

"They said it was some squabble with a woman. It happened 
in Putnam, just over the Westchester border." 

"So what does that mean to us?" 

"It means we've got another local murder victim; this one 
with a damned 666 on him. Maybe he was tattooed under his 
lip, too, but he's in the ground now." 

"Was this 666 thing on him made public?" 

"No. And don't forget you've got that '78 Hirschmann case, 
where he was blasted just above the Putnam line and his wife 
knocked off in Queens. He had that Process-sounding 'Brother 
Tom' and swastika tattoo on him—and his name was Robert, 
not Tom." 

"Yes," McCarthy replied. "Still unsolved, along with just 
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about everything else connected to this mess. The only one we 
got was the Howard Weiss murder, and that involved his gay 
lover, at that. And this homo stulf is all over the Sam case." 

"It's all bizarre," 1 said. "But not as bizarre as a lone lunatic 
claiming barking dogs told him to ice people. There were at 
least real motives: dope, porn, snuff films for big bucks." 

"1 guess so." McCarthy nodded. "Real motives for real 
crimes." 

"Yeah, and how many wars were fought in the name of 
religion? To these people, at least the lower levels, this is some 
kind of perverted religion. Christ, and 1 thought the nuns in 
grammar school were bad." 

"I'm not debating with you, for a change." McCarthy 
grinned. "It's just difficult to absorb it all sometimes." 

"Hell yeah, but so was the idea of nine hundred idiots drink¬ 
ing poisoned Kool-Aid because Jim Jones told them to, but 
they did it. So was the idea that freaking Charlie Manson 
could hocus-pocus kids into butchering, but that happened, 
too. And San Francisco had those Zebra killings by that 
fucked-up band of Muslims who were shooting whitey at ran¬ 
dom to earn their 'death angel' wings. This isn't quite without 
precedent." 

"That's all true," McCarthy agreed. "I'm just saying this 
thing keeps expanding and it's the most complicated case I've 
ever seen. It's like a goddamned maze." 

"Don't feel bad," I said, laughing. "I started out thinking it 
was just Berkowitz and probably John Carr. I didn't ask for 
this either. But you can't just walk away from it." 

"Ah, but don't you sometimes wish you could?" McCarthy 
asked, lowering his wineglass. "I know I do." 

"You're not alone," I said. "And look at it, the NYPD had 
three hundred cops after Son of Sam. Now it's a much bigger 
case and we are sorely lacking in manpower. It stinks." 

"That's why the DA is keeping focused on the Queens 
shootings," McCarthy explained. "After that, the rest may 
start to fall in place, or at least be worked on more. We don't 
like it any damn bit better than you do." 

There was little else I could say. As McCarthy noted, the 
case was mushrooming. And in late December 1981 another 
crime would be added to the roster of those suspected of being 
connected to the group's operations. 
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As the year wound down, the football Giants made the play- 
oils for the first time since the 1963 championship game, which 
they lost to the Bears, 14-10. This time, they knocked ofF the 
Eagles in the wild-card game before losing to the 49ers in the 
semifinals. For me, a long-term season-ticket holder, it was a 
euphoric December as the once great franchise lumbered 
awake after an eighteen-year hibernation. Also that month, 
Paul Davis' wistful recording of "Cool Night" played as 
Christmas trees sparkled. At the same time, WOR-TV broad¬ 
cast a special What's Happening, America? program which 
highlighted its major stories of the year. The three Son of Sam 
segments were condensed and featured prominently on the 
show. 

Concurrently, we began wondering if yet another prison 
prediction would come true. 

On November 27, Vinny had written: 

Crimes continue. On October 31 was "something." 1 
have details. 1 sent them out prior to then as insur¬ 
ance. But December 31 is the next date to watch out 
for. Publicity now would be rash, foolish, and lose a 
greater good. 1 want no publicity. None. And no 
"deals" with authorities. Is that enough to show you 
where I stand? My hope is to prevent any December 
31 harm. 

If people get killed and then you have an interest 
—forget it. If you permit more bloodshed before you 
have the courage to risk your own reputations, you'll 
never accomplish any good, anyway. 

At this time, Vinny knew only that his information had been 
received; our face-to-face meetings and other contact had yet 
to occur. He wasn't aware that details he'd provided were be¬ 
ing carefully scrutinized. The climate at Dannemora was too 
hot and the situation too precarious to permit any overt ap¬ 
proaches to informants. Another prisoner, to whom Berkowitz 
had also spoken, had been removed from the cellblock and 
would be transferred from the facility. He'd been too openly 
occupied with the Berkowitz information, and it backfired on 
him. The other informants noted this and kept their roles se¬ 
cret. 

John Santucci's office was cognizant of the December 31 
warning, as were the Gannett newspapers' Mike Zuckerman 
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and Yonkers' Lieutenant Mike Novotny. But we had no infor¬ 
mation as to what, if anything, would happen or where it 
would occur. 

On November 30, a satanic holiday Vinny mentioned ear¬ 
lier, we'd noted several rapes and shootings—any one of which 
might have been cult-related. But we had nothing to work 
with; no way of knowing if any real connection existed. Now, 
on December 31, New Year's Eve, we waited and watched. 

In the afternoon, I phoned Mike Novotny. "This is about 
the creepiest feeling I've ever had," I said. "Wondering if right 
now as we're talking somebody's about to get killed and others 
are plotting it while we sit here helpless." 

Novotny managed a weak laugh. "1 know what you mean. 
Happy New Year." 

"Based on what he wrote, we should be looking for some¬ 
thing bizarre involving a gun, and with head shots, if it's mur¬ 
der we're talking about. If it's rape or arson, that's something 
else," 1 suggested. 

"With any luck, something will go down in our own back¬ 
yard so we won't miss it," Novotny said. "If it's in the city, or 
somewhere else, we might not even hear about it. We can't 
possibly know everything that goes down in the metro area 
tonight. If it's gotta happen, 1 hope to hell it's around here." 

The lieutenant's words were morbidly prophetic. Not four 
hours after our conversation, between six and seven PM 
forty-seven-year-old Joseph Carozza was shot to death on his 
forty-one-foot yacht, the Sarc, which was berthed at the Five 
Slip Yacht Club in New Rochelle—a city with multiple con¬ 
nections to the Son of Sam case. 

Carozza, owner of a Bronx auto-body shop, was shot twice 
with a .38-caliber revolver. He was estranged from his wife, 
Patricia, a nurse, and had lived in the marina for six years. 

A spokesman for the Westchester medical examiner's office 
said that Carozza, who was belowdecks, apparently began to 
climb a stairway to the main deck when he spotted his killer 
and tried to retreat below. One bullet was dug out of the stair¬ 
way wall. Two others struck Carozza from behind: one in the 
back, the other in the head. December 31, gunshot, head, bi¬ 
zarre circumstances—the scenario was familiar. 

Peter Zari, owner of the marina, told the Gannett newspa¬ 
pers: "To the best of my knowledge, he was never involved 
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with anything underhanded. He's not that type of guy to get 
himself involved in a heavy—and this is a heavy." 

The New York Daily News reported that an acquaintance of 
Carozza said that when word of the murder reached a New 
Year's party at a country club in the area at about nine o'clock 
that evening, a woman broke down hysterically and shouted: 
"1 knew they were going to get him." 

For its part, the New Rochelle Police Department was sty¬ 
mied—another familiar tune. "We're mystified completely," a 
department spokesman told Gannett. "1 don't know why this 
guy got blown away. There's no immediate motive." 

Maybe not, which in itself said something to us. 

Mike Zuckerman, who'd periodically worked with me on 
the Sam investigation since late 1980, delved into the Carozza 
killing for more than one reason. In addition to the dire warn¬ 
ing about December 31, Mike Novotny and 1 immediately sus¬ 
pected Carozza might be linked to another suspect in the .44 
case. Zuckerman's digging paid off Searching through old files 
in a courthouse, he learned that Carozza once underwrote a 
business loan for the suspect—a man Novotny and 1 thought 
could be the "Wicked King Wicker"—the remaining Breslin 
letter alias. 

Zuckerman's research established the link. It didn't prove 
the cult was involved in Carozza's murder, but it did conclu¬ 
sively demonstrate that Carozza, slain on Vinny's targeted De¬ 
cember 31, was tied to a man previously suspected in the .44 
case. As such, it was a significant discovery and almost cer¬ 
tainly not a coincidence. The reason: if the group didn't com¬ 
mit the crime, who did? 

Throughout the .44 probe, I remained in the background 
while local police investigated the several crimes I suspected 
were tied to the Sam matter. My reasons for this were simple: I 
didn't want to be considered a gadfly; and detectives often 
resent reporters intruding into what they regard as their exclu¬ 
sive domain. 

Much later, when it was apparent New Rochelle's investiga¬ 
tion was unsuccessful, I phoned the department and briefly 
outlined what we'd found, but the information wasn't made 
public. 

The killing of Joseph Carozza remained unsolved. 

With Carozza's death out of the headlines in a matter of 
days, I knew the time had come for meetings with Vinny and 
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Danny. The information they'd provided, while good, was in¬ 
complete. It was certain they possessed more knowledge than 
that contained in the letters they'd written. Through a source, 
I was able to get a letter into Vinny. As we awaited his reply, 
the Son of Sam case would explode onto page one again. Ber- 
kowitz, silent so long, was about to speak. 

His comments would be given in a sworn deposition taken 
by New York City attorney Harry Lipsig, a legend in Big Ap¬ 
ple legal circles. The diminutive, white-haired and slender Lip¬ 
sig was still, at eighty, a walking dynamo. Some dubbed him 
the "King of Torts"; I fondly regarded him as the "Mighty 
Mite." Harry's reputation grew with each case he handled. He 
counted among his clients a fair number of celebrities, includ¬ 
ing Roy Innis, head of the Congress of Racial Equality 
(CORE). 

Innis and I developed a working relationship during the At¬ 
lanta child murders investigation, when he'd asked me to assist 
CORE'S efforts to help solve that tragic series of slayings. Innis 
and his staff had unearthed troubling information which raised 
the distinct possibility that Wayne Williams, convicted of two 
of the killings, had acted in concert with others. CORE had 
developed a witness who said she was at one time part of the 
group. 

The Georgia and federal authorities, not surprisingly, chose 
to disregard CORE'S information and, although Williams was 
found guilty of but two killings out of more than twenty, the 
books were wiped clean. The CORE witness, whom I inter¬ 
viewed, alleged that drugs and satanism were the motives for 
the murders. In Atlanta today, a number of interested parties 
are still probing the case. 

In the Son of Sam case, Innis' lawyer, Harry Lipsig, repre¬ 
sented two victims—Sal Lupo and Robert Violante—in a mul- 
timillion-dollar civil suit filed against the Berkowitz estate. 
Lipsig and I had spoken several times about the Moskowitz 
murder and the cult, and Harry was convinced Berkowitz 
acted in concert with others. Accordingly, he obtained a court 
order to depose the confessed .44 killer as part of the civil 
action. 

Surprisingly, Berkowitz cooperated to an extent, amplifying 
somewhat what he'd told me earlier. But he remained evasive, 
and at no time did he touch on the specifics into which he'd 
delved with Vinny and Danny. Nonetheless, he remained con¬ 
sistent, and his statements, importantly, coincided with estab- 
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lished evidence. The deposition was taken at Dannemora on 
January 19, 1982. What follows are relevant excerpts. 

Berkowitz, typically, began by saying he didn't want to co¬ 
operate with Lipsig. "I do not choose to answer a lot of these 
questions because they hurt me," he said. "As to their [the 
victims'] health and well-being, 1 have never challenged the 
money, so-called monies that are in the estate. They are wel¬ 
come to that. 1 have never tried to get it. They can have it. 1 
pled guilty to those crimes and there is nothing more I can 
say." 

Lipsig then pressed. "Do you remember injuring Robert Vi- 
olante?" 

"No comment." 

"Do you have any relatives?" 

"One, yes. My father. Let's leave him out of this." 

"Don't you think you ought to do something so he would 
have some pride in you, since you are concerned about him, 
obviously? Won't you do that, please? We can fence this way 
for days, man. What is the good of it all? Do you mean that 
you are devoid of all human feeling for these poor devils you 
injured?" 

"It's not a question of feeling." 

"You are not helping them when you can. 1 made it clear to 
you. You know, you say one thing and do another. Do you like 
to be in that light?" 

"Continue with the questions," Berkowitz answered, and 
proceeded to claim responsibility for the .44 shootings. But 
Lipsig wasn't buying the story. 

"Do you remember a Virginia Voskerichian shot in the face 
as she was walking home?" 

"Yes." 

"Did you do that?" 

"No comment." 

"Well, did you discharge a bullet that struck her?" He re¬ 
mained silent. 

"Don't you want to answer that question?" 

"1 don't want to answer the question." 

"Does it move you that you killed her?" 

"1 know she is dead. There is nothing 1 can do. 1 cannot 
answer these questions anymore." 

Lipsig didn't back away. He instead talked about John and 
Michael Carr. 

"Were they friends of yours?" 
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"No comment." 

"Is there something with reference to them that you feel 
should not be told?" 

"I would prefer not to say it without legal counsel." 

"Do you know that they are both dead?" 

"Yes." 

"Do you realize that nothing can be done to them?" 

"That's true, not to them directly." 

"Well, to whom indirectly?" 

"I would rather not say." 

"Is it that there were other people involved besides Michael 
and John and yourself?" 

"I would rather not say." 

"But you are interested in protecting Michael and John—is 
that right?" 

"Well, they have family." 

"Did you get together with either Michael or John or both 
of them at some time before these acts of violence took place?" 

"1 cannot say, Mr. Lipsig." 

Lipsig kept on, and Berkowitz kept dodging, saying he felt 
"a degree" of loyalty to the Carr brothers. Finally, he said: 
"This is pointless. I can't say any more without legal counsel." 
(Berkowitz had approached Vinny and Danny to seek legal 
help, possibly from their attorneys. His responses here con¬ 
firmed their statements—he had no lawyer.) 

"Were you a member of a cult?" Lipsig asked. 

". . . If you keep probing along these lines, I am going to 
have to refuse to answer any more questions until I have legal 
counsel." 

"Would you like to have counsel represent you?" 

"There is no attorney 1 can think of." 

"Suppose you were given a list of names of lawyers that 
might be interested and willing to represent you. Would you 
consider such a list?" 

"1 may." 

"Is it then that if you had the benefit of the advice of counsel 
and if counsel said that it was in your interest to disclose what¬ 
ever activities there were on the part of Michael ... or John 
Carr—you would be willing to discuss it after counsel might 
have so advised you? Is that right?" 

"It is possible." 

Lipsig then asked how long Berkowitz had been acquainted 
with the Carr brothers. "A few years," he replied. Berkowitz 
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then said he had "an idea" as to why John and Michael were 
dead, but that he wouldn't disclose it. 

Lipsig then asked: "Are you in a position to clear them?" 

"No." 

"Is it then that you are worried about involving them? 
Frankly, is that it?" 

"There is a lot more than that. I can't go into it." 

"And when you say Tt's a lot more than that,' then involv¬ 
ing them is one of the things you are concerned about—but it's 
a lot more than that. Am I correct?" 

"Yes . . . Mr. Lipsig, I cannot go further along that line of 
questioning." 

"Without the benefit of counsel—is that it?" 

"Without a lot of things." 

"Well, what else?" 

"A strong drink." 

After a break, Lipsig returned to pertinent matters. 

"You had some connection with the Church of Scientology, 
did you not?" 

"It wasn't exactly that. But I can't go into it. 1 really can't." 

"Were you connected in any way or an adherent or convert 
of the Church of Scientology?" 

"No, not that way. It was an offshoot, fringe-type thing." 

"Were John and Michael with the Church of Scientology?" 

"Well, not really that church. But something along that line. 
A very devious group." 

"Did this devious group have a name?" 

"1 can't disclose it." 

"Roughly, how large would you say its membership was?" 

"Twenty." 

"Were they all residents of the New York metropolitan 
area?" 

"No." 

"Were they spread across the nation?" 

"Yes." 

"Did they meet on occasion?" 

"Yes. But 1 really can't say more without legal counsel." 

"Are you worried about involving people in the group, 
frankly?" 

"I'm worried about my family, too. You know how treach¬ 
erous some people can be. You don't have to dig it out from 
there." 
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"When you say you are worried about your family, who 
particularly in your family?" 

"My father." 

"How many of [the cult] would be in New York State, ac¬ 
cording to your best estimate?" 

"Fifteen or so." 

"Are they all males?" 

"No." 

"Could you give us roughly the percentage?" 

"No, I couldn't." 

"Would it be split pretty even?" 

"Yes. Say approximately. 1 didn't say definite numbers." 

"1 take it very frankly . . . that since you have clothed this 
group in anonymity, that included in the group were Michael 
and John Carr?" 

"Yes." 

"Do you have any thought that either John or Michael Carr 
lost their life through the activities of a member of this 
group?" 

"Yes. Definitely." 

"Well, don't you think . . . that they should be brought to 
justice?" 

"1 don't know where they are." 

"What motive could the members of the group have [to kill 
John or Michael Carr]? Knowledge of your activities?" 

"Yes. Violence, fear and rage." 

"Desire to accomplish their silence?" 

"Yes. And just plain sickness—moral sickness." 

"Were [members] dedicated to violence?" 

"Yes, and depravity and everything else." 

"And the depravity that you speak of would be of what 
nature?" 

"Everything." 

"Sex?" 

"Yes. The opposite of everything that is good." 

"Murder?" 

"Yes. God gives life and they take it." 

"Have they taken life other than what you have taken?" 

"To my understanding, yes." 

"How much of it in New York?" 

"1 cannot say . . . a lot of that occurred before I was there, 
as far as 1 know." 

"Did they inspire the [.44] shootings?" 
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"I suppose they were my fault. I am responsible ... 1 
can't lay blame on anyone but myself." 

"Do you know how many members are still alive?" 

"Half." 

"Was Sam Carr a member of the group?" 

"No." 

"But John and Michael were?" 

"Yes. Could we sort of change the questioning?" 

Lipsig then took up the matter of specific Son of Sam crime 
scenes. Regarding the Moskowitz-Violante shooting in Brook¬ 
lyn, Berkowitz acknowledged the presence of the yellow 
Volkswagen. 

"Did you know the person in that Volkswagen?" 

"Well, 1 would rather not say." 

"Bluntly, was it a member of the group?" 

"1 cannot say." 

"Was any member of the group within the vicinity of these 
[.44] shootings?" 

"Yes." 

"How many members of the group were present at all of 
them?" 

"I would say two or three—four." 

"Did any of them designate victims?" 

"Yes." 

"Was it three or four at each incident?" 

"Yes. Males and one female." 

"Was the idea of a series of [shootings] planned?" 

"Yes." 

"Did you join in the planning?" 

"Yes. . . . Mr. Lipsig, if this is going to be made to the 
press—" 

". . . Was there any underlying name or type of identifica¬ 
tion that was used in selecting the victims . . . ?" 

"1 can't say." 

"Was it you that left the letter for the police [the Borrelli 
letter at the Suriani-Esau murder scene]?" 

"I would rather not say." 

"Was it a member of the cult . . . ?" 

"I would rather not say." 

"Was the letter in your handwriting?" 

"1 would rather not say." 
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"It wasn't in your handwriting, was it?" Berkowitz didn't 
answer. "Was it?" 

"I'd rather not say." 

"You hesitated when I asked you whether it was in your 
handwriting ..." 

"Look, this is a matter for the police. This is a civil court 
hearing for the police." 

"You don't want to be a lawyer in this examination, do 
you?" Lipsig asked humorously. 

"I want to protect my family from harm and avoid adverse 
publicity, because that is not necessary." 

"And the publicity you're concerned about . . . might 
make clear to the world that there were members of the cult 
involved and your worry is safety for your father, and possibly 
others from this group—is that it?" 

"Well—" 

"Is that it?" 

"Yes." 

"Did members of the group in their crimes use knives as 
well as guns?" 

"Yes." (This confirmed Vinny and Danny's statements that 
group members had "ritual knives," as did Berkowitz.) 

"Did somebody else pick the name 'Wicked King Wicker'?" 

"Mr. Lipsig, let's—can we deal with your client, please?" 

"If it weren't for the possibility of harm to your father, 
would you feel that the other members of the group should be 
brought to justice?" 

"Yes." 

"You have told us that there were three or four [cult mem¬ 
bers] present on each occasion. Did they cooperate in any 
way?" 

"Vpc m 

"How?" 

"I would rather not say. 1 didn't really want to talk about 
this from the beginning, you see. But you were very insistent. 1 
would have preferred to say nothing, because I just can't talk 
—get into this anymore. ... I meant to ask you, who was 
your other client besides Violante? You said you had two." 

"Lupo," Lipsig answered. He then asked about the circum¬ 
stances of that shooting near the Elephas disco. "Of the three 
or four present . . . how many of those are still alive?" 

"I believe one." 

"So John and Michael were of the [other] three present?" 
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"Not always." (This statement was supported by the evi¬ 
dence, since John Carr's travels to New York were dated.) 

"When Lupo was selected?" 

"I believe so. I can't recall." (If so, the remaining accom¬ 
plice who was still alive was almost certainly the sandy-haired, 
husky man with a mustache who watched the shooting and 
drove from the scene in the same direction as the shooter. He 
was driving a yellowish compact-sized car with its lights extin¬ 
guished.) 

"Shouldn't [the group] be brought tojustice in view of what 
you indicated was their depravity and their addiction to vio¬ 
lence?" 

"Yes, but—" 

"And if your father were given protection, would you then 
disclose and help to bring tojustice these creatures addicted to 
violence and depravity?" 

"I would like that. I can't obligate myself now. 1 have no 
legal counsel." 

"1 take it that all of the prior references to being inspired 
[by] demons and so forth was just a cover to protect them?" 

"Indirectly, I guess." 

"Why did you suggest that [the shootings were] inspired by 
demons? Did you have them in mind—the members of the 
group—as demons?" 

"That was the general idea. But the idea to make it look like 
it was the act of a deranged madman." 

"Did you ever feel that your life is in danger here?" 

"Yes." 

"How do you counter that danger?" 

"You don't. You just—there is no—you just—1 can't say." 

"You live with it—is that the answer?" 

"Yes." 

Lipsig then turned his attention to the group again. 

"Did you have any interest in any of the female members?" 

"Yes. There were a few nice ones, physically." 

"Would I be intruding too much on your personal life if 1 
asked you if they were available to you physically?" 

"Yes. 1 really don't want to talk about it." 

"Did you ever hear the name Arlis Perry?" 

"Yes. But again, this is not—you are going across the state. 
You're going across the United States. Let's deal with this, 
please." 
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"Didn't that involve, or wasn't there a member of the group 
involved in that?" 

"Yes, there was." 

"Now that [killing] was of somebody out of the state, [but] 
it's part and parcel of the whole picture of the conduct of a 
particular group—isn't that so?" 

"True." 

" What was the general idea of the group? Was it some kind 
of devil cult or—" 

"I'm sorry. 1 can't get into this. It's too much to talk 
about." 

"And I take it you have a concern for human beings?" 

"Yes." 

"And don't you think that concern should carry with it the 
idea of eliminating anything such as this cult engaged in?" 

"Yes." 

"Did you wear one of their costumes?" 

"It wasn't exactly a costume ... I suppose a costume 
would befitting, but 1 don't wish to discuss it." 

"Included in it, was there a particular type of hat and a 
particular type of gown?" 

"For some." 

"Would the officers have a special type of garment?" 

"Yes." 

"And what was the chief officer called ... his title?" 

"There were several, but—" 

"Of the [approximately twenty in Westchester] how many 
were officers?" 

"Three." 

"And one of the three was a woman—am I right?" 

"Yes." 

"The big chief was a man?" 

"Mr. Lipsig, please." 

"How often did they meet?" 

"I can't say right now." 

"You have written about a number of these things to peo¬ 
ple." 

"Very vaguely. I suppose it was a mistake." 

"Coming back to Arlis Perry . . . don't you feel that . . . 
whoever was responsible for that innocent human being should 
be brought to justice?" 

"Well, yes. But I'm in no position to talk right now." (It will 
be remembered that Berkowitz wanted Manson II arrested.) 
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"If your father were given absolutely unequivocal protection 
that would give you peace of mind, would you then disclose 
and bring to justice these individuals who engaged in murder 
and—" 

"I might." 

Lipsig then ascertained from Berkowitz that the group was 
mainly composed of white-collar workers; that it practiced its 
own rituals and killed animals as well as human beings. He 
then asked: 

"Don't you feel that it's unreasonable that you have been 
the one that has been given up as the sacrifice?" 

"Well, it's more to it than that. I can't elaborate." 

"Did the group have a particular community as its . . . 
main base?" 

"Well there is, but I don't wish to say anything at this time 
regarding that." 

"Was it in Yonkers?" 

"In that vicinity." 

"So that the officers were of that vicinity, obviously?" 

"Yes." 

"Was it the cult that sold you the idea of using the demons 
as a cover?" 

"It could have been." 

"Did you discuss the cult with any of the psychiatrists that 
interviewed you?" 

"No." 

"Did you avoid the subject with them?" 

"Yes." 

"Did you use the same gun every time or different times?" 

"Just what is in my testimony in Queens—in the district 
attorneys' offices." 

"I didn't hear you." 

"Just what is in my testimony." (Berkowitz was hedging on 
the number of guns used.) 

"What did you say there?" 

"I was involved in this. 1 had the gun and 1 used it." 

"Was it the same gun every time?" 

"1 fear getting into this. I know this is going to go to the 
media before it goes anywhere else and I don't want that. I 
don't need this. This type of publicity." 

"So if it does, it's gone and it's finished. Someday it will 
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come out. . . . Do you believe there is a possibility of their 
killing again when they feel safe?" 

"This group, I can't say." 

"Was there more than one group?" 

"1 have heard that there were others." 

"Where did they get the animals they used in their rites?" 

"1 can't say." 

"Would you say that you answered all my questions hon¬ 
estly?" 

"To a degree. 1 mean, there are certain ones that 1 didn't 
wish to answer." 

Lipsig then said: "I am convinced that you weren't the only 
person that injured this list of people involved in this case. 
Now, besides being present at the scenes and in the vague way 
you have indicated they were involved, didn't some of them at 
one time or another either supply a gun or themselves use a 
weapon with one or another of these victims?" 

"It could be." 

"Did the three or four that were present at each occasion 
always use more than one vehicle?" 

"It was more than one." 

"Besides the yellow Volkswagen, what other make vehicle?" 

"Mine." 

"And how many [accomplices] came with you to the Stacy 
Moskowitz-Robert Violante scene?" 

"I believe it was three." (Vinny and Danny said there were 
more, if one counted the alleged camera setup.) 

"How many were in your vehicle?" 

"Two." 

"And one in the Volkswagen?" 

"Yes." 

"Was that a male?" 

"Yes." 

"And was it a male or female in your car? My view of it was 
that it was a male." 

"No comment." 

"What weapon did that male have?" 

"1 don't know." 

"Where did you get the bullets for your gun?" (Although 
Lipsig didn't know it then, the bullets in Berkowitz's posses¬ 
sion when he was arrested were not those he purchased with 
his .44 in Houston, as he claimed in 1977.) Berkowitz now 
answered Lipsig with silence. 
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"The gun you got in Texas. Where did you get [the ammuni¬ 
tion]?" 

"The ammunition was purchased with gun," Berkowitz fi¬ 
nally said. 

"There was enough ammunition for all these shootings in 
that one trip to Texas?" 

"As far as I know, yes." 

"And when you say as far as you know, then somebody else 
got that [other] ammunition, since it's something you're not 
sure of in your own knowledge, isn't that so?" 

"Yes." 

"And that person who got the ammunition—that ammuni¬ 
tion was supplied to you not all at one time but at various 
times as needed, isn't that so?" 

"Yes." 

With that final statement, Berkowitz asked that the session 
be brought to a close. Lipsig had done an excellent job, but all 
the good was about to be nullified. 

Outside the prison, Lipsig met Associated Press reporter 
Rick Pienciak and gave him carefully selected details of Berko- 
witz's statement. The information was sketchy, but the resul¬ 
tant publicity backfired. Berkowitz had specifically stated he 
didn't want his comments to reach the media, and he also said 
he would consider cooperating with Santucci's probe if his 
father was protected and he found a suitable lawyer. 

Berkowitz was enraged that any of his comments ended up 
in the press. He filed a complaint against Lipsig with the Bar 
Association (later dismissed) and refused to talk further. The 
aftershock was even more distressing because Berkowitz, be¬ 
fore the deposition, had written Lipsig indicating a respect for 
the attorney and a desire to see justice served. 

The offending material was essentially that which I'd al¬ 
ready published and broadcast previously, with the exception 
of Berkowitz's inclusion of women in the group (which I'd 
known) and his statement that three or four cult members 
were at each crime scene. Lipsig kept the newest details secret. 
But it wasn't what was released that enraged Berkowitz then— 
it was that anything was released. 

Rick Pienciak, who'd tried to downplay the investigation 
since Berkowitz showed him the exit two years earlier, now 
had his own story to write, and he did so either unknowing or 
uncaring of the fuse he was helping to light. Pienciak was 
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functioning as a reporter, which was his job, but there would 
seem to be times when tomorrow's headline might defer tem¬ 
porarily to a potentially greater good. Lipsig, too, had the op¬ 
portunity to reveal nothing. But perhaps thinking the publicity 
would pressure Berkowitz to come forward, he chose other¬ 
wise. In any case, the news exploded, and in Queens, so did 
John Santucci's staff 

Executive assistant Tom Russo called me immediately. 
"Why the hell did this happen?" he demanded. "It's all over 
the front page of the Post, and God knows where else. This is 
going to drive Berkowitz right back into his hole. And there's 
nothing really new here in the papers; you put most of this out 
last year." 

"Well, Gannett and WOR are putting it in perspective," I 
said. "But the rest of the media are just reading the AP wire. I 
don't know who did what, but Harry isn't averse to publicity 
and Pienciak's had the rag on for the case since he got the old 
Berkie boot." 

"We can't do anything about him," Russo said. "But we've 
got to bring Harry on board. You know him—can you see if 
he'd be willing to come over for a meeting?" 

"I'm sure Harry will come," I answered. 

On January 25, six days after the deposition, Lipsig and I 
sat in the DA's office with Santucci and Russo, who'd recently 
joined the .44 investigation. 

Santucci wasted no time in laying his cards on the table. 
"Nobody knows more about this case than Maury, myself and 
Herb Leifer, who can't join us today," he told Lipsig. "Any¬ 
body else you may have been talking to is uninformed. So I'm 
going to bring you up to date, and if you're willing, we'd like 
you to assist us from here on. Berkowitz has consistently re¬ 
fused to see me—but you saw him and you may have the 
opportunity to do so again," the DA explained. 

"I will file the papers immediately," Lipsig said, and de¬ 
scribed his session with Berkowitz. "I'd known about this cult, 
but Berkowitz impressed me with his intelligent, matter-of-fact 
demeanor. He was sincere, and I'm convinced he was telling 
the truth. The man is sound as a dollar." 

"We know," Santucci responded, and then told Lipsig about 
the difficulties he'd encountered with the NYPD on the inves¬ 
tigation—calling some of the department's top brass "obstruc¬ 
tionist." He also mentioned his suspicion that certain prison 
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transfers might have been motivated by a desire to isolate Ber- 
kowitz from informants. 

"This is outrageous," Lipsig angrily said. "1 thought the 
DA's office was all-powerful." 

"Not in this case, it isn't," Santucci replied. "1 have suspi¬ 
cions, Harry, but no proof. And as tar as the PD is concerned, 
they need to obtain permission from above before they give us 
any Berkowitz material we need." 

"Everywhere you look there are roadblocks, Harry," I ex¬ 
plained. "And based on what I've been hearing from my 
sources, there's big money somewhere in this picture. Drug 
money, at least. And power and connected people. I'm just 
saying what I hear, that's all." 

"I'll tell you," Lipsig answered. "When 1 examined him last 
week he was fearful, looking about to watch the guards who 
were at the ends of the room. He wanted to see who was 
listening in, and he asked me to lower my voice a number of 
times. He was in obvious fear for his safety. He was concerned 
about the changing guard shift—you'll see that in the tran¬ 
script. He said his 'safe' time ended when the shift changed." 

"Every time something hits the papers on this case, I get a 
little apprehensive," Santucci said. "Too many unusual occur¬ 
rences have transpired. It's just a simple advisement, Harry." 

"How many suspects do you have?" Lipsig asked. 

"On the streets or in the cemetery? There are two catego¬ 
ries," I answered, forcing a smile. 

"About seven or eight still alive," Santucci responded. "But 
1 don't have enough to arrest any of them. We need inside 
corroboration." 

"Berkowitz said he might be willing to cooperate," said Lip¬ 
sig. "If 1 get the approval to go back up, I'll take Maury with 
me and if Berkowitz gives the go-ahead, I'll call you immedi¬ 
ately." 

"That's all we can ask," Tom Russo said. 

In December of 1982, I accompanied Lipsig and Mark Ma¬ 
nus, a member of his firm, on a return trip to Dannemora. 
While 1 waited outside so as not to tip off my presence there, 
Berkowitz sat stone-still in a conference room and refused to 
answer questions for several hours. Lipsig, frustrated, then at¬ 
tempted to elicit a reaction from Berkowitz by mentioning 
names of people he knew were not connected to the conspir¬ 
acy. He succeeded. Berkowitz erupted in anger. 
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"He stood up, pounded the table and started cursing out the 
boss for trying to drag his friends into the case," Manus said. 
"He was furious. He was leaning over the table and shouting— 
for a minute 1 was afraid he was coming right over the table. 
That's how angry he was. He then stalked out of the room." 

"We were getting nowhere," Lipsig said. "Any reaction was 
better than none at all at that point. The only thing he said all 
day was that his accomplices would get theirs in time, and that 
he had to live his life in prison and justice would catch up to 
them eventually even without his help." 

Lipsig also wrote to Governor Hugh Carey and the Bronx 
and Brooklyn district attorneys urging a full-scale, coordi¬ 
nated investigation. "I was ignored," he said. 

The Bronx posturing was typical of Mario Merola's stance 
throughout the investigation. In Brooklyn, Eugene Gold was 
gone. The new DA, Elizabeth Holtzman, had distinguished 
herself as a U.S. representative during the Watergate hearings, 
but she knew nothing about the Son of Sam case. 

Sources told me that members of Gold's old guard, particu¬ 
larly a ranking assistant named Dale Campbell, failed to rec¬ 
ommend that she investigate the case. Campbell, transcripts 
showed, was in attendance on the night in August 1977 when 
Berkowitz originally confessed to the Moskowitz-Violante 
shooting. 

No one was to know how Holtzman—an avowed adherent 
of ferreting out suspected Nazi war criminals in the United 
States—would have reacted if told that Moskowitz and Vio- 
lante were allegedly struck down by a cult of Hitler-worship- 
ping Satanists who were said to have set up housekeeping in 
Brooklyn Heights—barely a stone's throw from her office. 
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A Coast-to- 
Coast Conspiracy 


What about your children? You say 
there are just a few? There are many, 
many more, coming in the same direc¬ 
tion. They are running in the streets— 
and they are coming right at you! 

—Charles Manson, testifying 
at his trial 


"That's right," Vinny said, warily glancing about the dreary 
visiting center in maximum-security Dannemora prison. "The 
Children—that's what the inner circle of twelve called them¬ 
selves. Just like Manson's group. It was all part of the same 
setup, going from New York to L.A., and to Texas and North 
Dakota—with Texas weapons shipped up through Tampa, 
Florida. They also had some stuff in Massachusetts and Con¬ 
necticut, and I think in Jersey." 

Mike Zuckerman and I listened in silence while Vinny re¬ 
cited the scope of the cult's operations as whispered to him by 
Berkowitz. Later, we'd ask countless questions. But I was al¬ 
ready mentally comparing Vinny's remarks with Berkowitz's 
1977 "cult warning" to police in the tri-state area. Now 1 knew 
what he meant. 

"The Children were the core in the East; in Westchester, 
anyway," Vinny went on. "Counting fringe people, there were 
sometimes as many as forty. But twenty-two was the official 
number of the cult itself, with the twelve planning and doing 
the killings." 

It was late spring 1982. Vinny was fust on the visiting list. 
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and would be followed by Danny a month later. For five 
straight hours Vinny spoke, not once leaving his seat at the 
small table. The story was compelling, and would later be sup¬ 
ported by months of street investigation. The road to Dan- 
nemora had been a tricky one; it took a while to convince 
Vinny of my sincerity. But he finally wrote: 

Just got your letter. You aren't bullshit. You do 
know. Did Berkowitz tell you, or do you (like 1) have 
evidence? Berkowitz is probably scared of me now, 
but I never violated his trust. As a fact, all I know 
would only make things better for him. 

The fat cat on Long Island? That's easy—R.R. I 
know where the L.I. house is. My notes with the 
name of the town were burned, but I can remember 
it. Here is the guy's face. [Vinny drew a rough sketch 
of a round-faced man with curly hair, a beard and a 
mustache.] I know that looks absurd but I've seen his 
photo. I can recognize him anywhere. 

There is a "church" in Westchester. We must lo¬ 
cate it. They hold meetings. 1 can tell you enough to 
find it. There is a fat cat in Westchester that's really 
significant. It gets complicated. Eventually, I'll give 
you arsons, and crimes in other states, too. I'll give 
you info on others. The final chart will prove itself 
undeniably. There are drugs involved, and interstate 
transport of weapons. That's FBI domain—and 
maybe only the FBI can be objective (and effective) 
enough. I'll give you a few names when you come— 
and locations. 

One is the "church" in Westchester. You'll find it 
OK. But the real fat cat lives on L.I. 1 had the name 
of the town—two-word place. But I know his name, 
and lots more. He lives in some sorta mansion, and I 
can describe it to a "T." 1 used three or four sources 
to double-check. 

Drags, transported from Hawaii. The weapons 
come from Texas, via Florida. They are taken up in 
vans by outlaw bikers. I've sent these facts out se¬ 
cretly to five separate sources. None know what they 
have. This is not a game. I must be vague in print. 
Written stuff can be lethal. 

How do we know these facts are sound? Shit, tell 
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Santucci to go through the shit I have. How do I 
know? Maury, if 1 gotta waste time on that crap, 
hick it. Just give him the facts. I got enough shit to 
deal with, let alone having to gift-wrap it for him, 
also. 

Berkowitz said D.L. [Donna Lauria] was hit. Yes, 
he said that. His reactions on that were complex, 
obscure. Christine Freund was a hit. He was not 
vague on that one. A hit. 

I'm gonna have my contact contact you. We'll 
have a voice communication. I'll mail this out. If you 
can send stamps, I'll use 'em for our letters. Hit Gan¬ 
nett for them. Hang in there. Write all you need to. 
Chew my head off if you disagree. We're on the same 
side. 

I'm not a cop, or a D.A. How the hell did 1 get 
into this situation? 1 feel like a fucking cop some¬ 
times—that turns me off Peace. 

I'm not a hero, and you ain't immune to bullets, 
either. Bear this in mind. 

Eventually, my Vinny and Danny file would grow to more 
than a hundred letters that were enhanced by over a dozen 
personal visits spanning the years 1982-86. All the informa¬ 
tion was marked by a common trait: consistency. Vinny and 
Danny also agreed to submit to polygraph tests, but Tom 
Russo in Queens said they weren't necessary. "We've got 
enough details here," he said. "If we need to test anybody in 
the future, we will." 

But now, in the spring of 1982, right under Berkowitz's 
unknowing nose, Vinny laid out the cult scenario for me and 
Mike Zuckerman. As we began, I stipulated some ground 
rules: "One lie, one tiny lie, and you're done. We're going to be 
out there in the streets checking all this out, so if you shaft us, 
we'll never listen to another word again." 

"Hey, 1 want you to check it," Vinny said. "That's why I 
agreed to talk. Berkowitz wanted it checked, too. That's why 
he talked to me in the first place. He wanted legal help. I 
challenged him left and right and told him my lawyer would 
dump me if 1 fed him any shit. So he went into this thing in 
heavy detail, and 1 asked him all sorts of questions about it. I 
canjust tell you as best 1 know it," Vinny said. "Then you go 
check it out." 
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"How is he these days?" I asked. 

"Pissed at the publicity. He was almost convinced to write 
you to set up a meet with Santucci—but he changed his mind. 
He's scared. He knows he could get zapped anytime, and he 
does want the truth out—but he doesn't trust anybody any¬ 
more. And that includes you. But he told me you were there 
from the start." 

"Yes, from the first freaking day after he was nailed." 

"Well, he thought you'd be able to understand this shit, but 
he just stopped trusting and later said he didn't want you to 
know any of it. But flick him. He's getting torn all sorts of 
ways. ... He showed me your letters, written in code, right? 
He told me what you were asking about." 

"Yeah, they were in code. No use letting the censors in on 
it." 

"That's how I sent out my stuff," Vinny said. "Hidden in 
books, written in sound-alike names and nicknames. I made it 
sound like jokes and gibberish, but it all meant stuff" 

"What about Sisman?" I asked. "You had his name before 
he was knocked off" 

"Shit, neither me or Berkowitz knew it was gonna be him. 1 
just knew something was going down Halloween, and that it 
was gonna be either in the Village or Brooklyn Heights. 1 tried 
to stop it." 

As he talked about the Sisman murder, tears welled in Vin- 
ny's eyes. "That was bad shit," he finally said. "Knowing 
about something like that ahead of time but not being able to 
do anything. This is all bizarre, but I swear to you it's true as I 
heard it, and you gotta get Santucci and investigate it." 

"Why don't you just tell us what you know?" Zuckerman 
asked quietly. And Vinny did just that. 

The information was concise and involved. It also included 
names—names of people who, it turned out, did exist. Berko¬ 
witz himself provided Vinny with the specifics about the .44 
shootings, the cult, Ronald Sisman and others. In some in¬ 
stances, other prison contacts confirmed or supplemented Ber- 
kowitz's general familiarity with the group's drug and porn 
links in New York City, drawing on their own more precise 
knowledge of that apparatus. 

In fact, the informants explained that an alliance existed 
between the cult and related narcotics and pornography enter¬ 
prises. This arrangement blended at least two independent 
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franchises which had united for mutual benefit: they could use 
each other. 

It is helpful to remember that the informants emphasized 
that crossovers between groups occurred. And since an under¬ 
standing of the Son of Sam shootings would be incomplete 
without first looking at the overall picture, the sources' de¬ 
scription of the entire interwoven operation will be discussed 
first. Fleshed out by subsequent interviews and letters, here is 
Vinny's account, which was later substantially corroborated 
by Danny. 

The Westchester group, whom we will call the Children for 
identification purposes, planned and carried out the Son of 
Sam attacks. The cult was an offshoot of a parent group which 
originated in England. As such, it did not exist in a vacuum. 
The Children were linked to similar groups in the United 
States, with Houston, Los Angeles and the Dakotas promi¬ 
nently mentioned. The cult maintained a primary headquar¬ 
ters in Venice, California, an L.A. suburb. 

In New York, the Westchester Children interacted with an¬ 
other satanic operation in Brooklyn and Manhattan, and a 
certain occult shop within the city limits functioned as a 
clearinghouse and rendezvous point for cult members from 
Westchester and elsewhere, who intermingled. As an example 
of the cross-connections, at least one New York City female 
occultist was said to have been on the scene of a Son of Sam 
shooting, which blended with what Berkowitz told Harry Lip- 
sig. 

Westchester and New York City members also convened oc¬ 
casionally in a brownstone, occupied by a woman, in Brooklyn 
Heights—a trendy neighborhood where still another woman 
involved with the city faction also lived. The brownstone was 
said to be located on Henry Street, between Love Lane and 
Atlantic Avenue, which was a number of blocks south. The 
other Brooklyn woman resided about a block west of Atlantic 
and Henry. Additionally, another spot near Love Lane was 
described as a cult meeting site. (Vinny later provided a map of 
the area, which was accurate down to the most intricate detail 
—including the location of trees on a block.) 

"They work the colleges," Vinny said. "They recruit for the 
cult and the prostitution on campuses. One of those Brooklyn 
women was involved in the college coordination." He provided 
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two names, saying he believed the woman in question was one 
of them. Both exist. 

David Berkowitz, Michael Carr and other Westchester 
members knew and were known by the New York City group. 
Michael Carr, whom Vinny and other sources categorized as 
gay, also associated with cult-connected people who were affili¬ 
ated with Columbia University, and some of those acquain¬ 
tances lived in that area of uptown Manhattan. Vinny said that 
many of Michael Carr's companions were homosexual or bi¬ 
sexual. This proclivity, he said, was a common thread which, 
even beyond cult links, wove a considerable number of mem¬ 
bers and associates together. 

Vinny (and Danny) said the Children counted women 
among their members, as Berkowitz also told Harry Lipsig. 

The top leader of the Children, not surprisingly, was said to 
be a lawyer who dealt in real estate, or a real estate man who 
also held a law degree. He was said to have been middle-aged, 
perhaps forty-five to fifty-three years old, in 1977. He was de¬ 
scribed as balding and thin, and was said to wear glasses, at 
least on occasion. 

This leader was said to have maintained an office in the 
White Plains vicinity during the Son of Sam era, and perhaps 
still did in 1987. The office, rather than being in a high-rise 
building, was described as then being in a "residential-type" 
dwelling in or near White Plains. 

The leader's home was said to have been somewhere other 
than White Plains, in a location unknown to the informants. 
But he was described as having been active in local politics, 
"town board or something," either in his hometown or in con¬ 
nection with his business. This leader, who may have been 
divorced, allegedly had a son or son-in-law who also was an 
attorney and who was perhaps in his mid-twenties at the time. 
The leader also may have had a daughter, who would have 
been of "college age" in the 1977 time frame. 

The Children's leader was further said to be a Mason, rank 
unknown, and to have owned or kept dogs. "Berkowitz occa¬ 
sionally watched the guy's dogs for him," Vinny said. This 
major cultist also owned a boat during these years. "Not a 
yacht, but a pretty big boat," Vinny explained. 

This man—about whom multiple, intricate details were pro¬ 
vided—is allegedly responsible for directing the group which 
committed the Son of Sam murders and other violent crimes. 

Berkowitz offered no information about the other Westches- 
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ter leaders, the informants said. But he did reveal that one 
group member was then employed at a large Westchester auto¬ 
motive facility, where he held an administrative, sales liaison 
or dealer coordination post. He was said to have been married 
to the daughter of one of the company's executives or manag¬ 
ers. The informants were given a first name for this member, 
which will be withheld here. 

Regarding other Westchester members, Vinny said Berko- 
witz told him: "A couple of Yonkers cops are involved. I don't 
know if they were present or former cops." Vinny didn't have 
their names, but prior investigation had unearthed three sus¬ 
pects, including former Yonkers officer Peter Shane.* 

Some cult members, in both Westchester and New York 
City, were said to own or work in "art stores. Small, artsy- 
craftsy places," Vinny said. "Like throwbacks to the hippie 
days." 

In Westchester, the group met at Untermyer Park, which 
confirmed our own investigation; an old mansion in Green- 
burgh, central Westchester, which was said to have been 
"burned out"; and an abandoned church—which was said to 
be located near Central Avenue in the White Plains vicinity. 
The church, Vinny wrote, was "near the old mansion." 

The cult leader, via his real estate or other dealings, alleg¬ 
edly learned of this church's existence and obtained access to it 
in some manner. The church, no longer in use by a congrega¬ 
tion, was said to be devoid of pews; and the group allegedly 
stored satanic material in a small shed attached to the build¬ 
ing. (Vinny later sent me a drawing of the church.) 

Another abandoned church offered yet one more meeting 
site. This edifice was said to have been an "eastern headquar¬ 
ters" for the group. The informants said it was privately 
owned (perhaps partially converted) and was located in the 
vicinity of the northeast corner of Westchester County, some¬ 
where near (and possibly over) the adjoining Putnam County 
and Connecticut borders. Vinny couldn't pinpoint the exact 
location but, quoting Berkowitz, he mentioned "Salem" and 
"Brewster." 

North and South Salem, with their historical witchcraft 
names, were in Westchester, and the village of Brewster lay a 
few miles north in Putnam County. The area was largely rural, 
with homes, estates and some farms and stables hidden from 
the few main roads by thickets of trees. It was a perfect cult 
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site, and a difficult, extensive setting in which to try to locate 
the old church. 

Vinny said the church's interior (in 1976-77) was adorned 
with a silver pentagram on one wall; and silver-wire inlays, 
some in the form of the German SS lightning bolts—a symbol 
of the cult—appeared on the ends of some pews. 

Vinny also said that besides the Son of Sam and other 
murders, the group committed rapes in Westchester and set a 
number of fires. 

One particular fire involved a considerable loss of life, and 
an investigation into the alleged cult participation in that 
crime is ongoing. But data supporting the Vinny-Berkowitz 
allegation have been uncovered. Another cult-ignited fire alleg¬ 
edly occurred in or near Brooklyn Heights. 

The Children's murders, while cloaked in satanic "theol¬ 
ogy," occasionally also served to eliminate weak links or ene¬ 
mies, Vinny stated. And except for major satanic holidays, the 
group met on Thursdays that coincided with cycles of the 
moon. 

Danny later remarked: "This is a whole subculture the cops 
don't know about or understand. That's why these idiots can 
get away with all they do. If somebody gets caught, he shuts 
up—so they think it's just an isolated thing. And they don't 
get caught too much in the first place. They got smart people 
heading it." 

Danny and Vinny were very clear as to why they were will¬ 
ing to assist the probe. First, if arrests were made, Santucci 
could ease their plights with recommendations to the parole 
board. Second, there is a caste system within every prison pop¬ 
ulation. Robbers, dope dealers, even killers are repelled by the 
types of crimes the Sam cult engaged in: the murders and rapes 
of innocent young women. Accordingly, the informants pre- 
feired an uneasy alliance with law enforcement and me to sit¬ 
ting back silently with the information they gathered—some of 
which concerned the cult's drug connections. 

The Children and the New York City cults, or their leaders, 
were said to be involved in the drug business on a medium 
scale. This brought the Children into an alliance with the sim- 
patico Ronald Sisman, who, while not a cult member, was 
known to the cult (and the police) as a dope dealer with porno 
connections aplenty. Sisman, Vinny said, was directly tied to 
R.R., the wealthy Long Island overlord. 
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Into this upper stratum of the cult's drug and kinky-sex 
operations walked other professional and white-collar types: 
doctors, lawyers and businessmen. Some were satanically bent, 
most likely in elitist OTO directions; some weren't. But there 
was a considerable amount of money to be made and sexual 
savoring to sample even if one's interests were limited to nar¬ 
cotics and porn. 

"They keep looking for bigger kicks," Vinny said. "They got 
everything, but it ain't enough. So they get into weirdness. 
And it ain't exactly a secret that doctors get hooked on drugs 
and start dealing, too. And they all think they can get away 
with anything—that they're above the cops. If not, they try to 
buy them. There's a lotta money in coke." 

Vinny said that R.R. was perched atop this kink-and-cultic 
social whirl—using middlemen, underlings and other contacts 
to fill in whatever blanks he couldn't personally inscribe. Enter 
Sisman and one James Camaro, whose name Vinny also men¬ 
tioned in the notes he compiled before Sisman's murder. 
Camaro wasn't the man's actual name, Vinny believed, trying 
to remember. "But the real name is close to that." 

Camaro was an olive-skinned Caucasian or Hispanic, who 
Vinny said "dressed like an Indian," because "he wore a head- 
band and stuff like that. I saw his picture." Camaro was in his 
late twenties to mid-thirties, Vinny thought, and had dark 
hair. 

Vinny described Camaro as R.R.'s "insurance, but I don't 
think he was as close to him as Sisman was." He added that 
Berkowitz and other Westchester cultists feared Camaro, who 
acted as a go-between from R.R. and Sisman to the Children. 
Camaro, Vinny reported, also had some "loose organized 
crime connections," which wasn't surprising for one involved 
in pornography and upscale prostitution. 

Camaro and Sisman, as R.R.'s operatives, administered a 
porno enterprise which involved, the informants said, a call 
girl ring which utilized college girls and produced private sex 
films, stills and videotapes. Some coeds, first enticed by the 
New York City cult's innocent come-on, were later fed to the 
call girl network, Vinny remarked. 

While Camaro specialized in this area, Sisman branched out 
and handled a fair amount of drug dealing. The Children in 
Westchester used drugs provided by the R.R.-Sisman link and, 
to some extent, were part of the dope distribution network. (A 
Yonkers resident has said he occasionally picked up hard 
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drugs from David Berkowitz's apartment.) This narcotics 
pipeline, Vinny stated, accounted for the presence of Berko- 
witz and Michael Carr at Sisman's brownstone. 

The drug operation, while not large by organized crime 
standards, managed to accomplish its purpose. Coke was its 
prime substance and was said to have arrived in New York 
from South America, via Florida. 

Heroin from Southeast Asia was also shipped, Vinny said. 
"They used hospital and medical connections. [Name with¬ 
held] told me they used a hospital and another company in 
Hawaii as two places that got the shit ready to come to the 
U.S.—to New York and maybe other places. The heroin was 
supposed to go into blood or plasma shipments and other hos¬ 
pital accomplices would then handle it here." 

Once again, we were looking at medical links. 

Vinny, incarcerated in a New York prison, sent me the 
names and phone numbers of several Hawaiian locations, in¬ 
cluding a large hospital and a quarrying company. An FBI 
agent confirmed via the Bureau's Honolulu office that the ad¬ 
dresses and phone numbers were in fact accurate. The list did 
not originate with Berkowitz. 

Vinny was uncertain of R.R.'s role in the heroin operation. 
"But it fits somewhere in the picture," he said. "He's involved 
with other people besides the cult. Maybe that part was some¬ 
one else's more than his. You've got to understand that the 
Children and the city cult were one thing—they had their own 
links. R.R. and his crowd, at least some of them, were not in 
the cults. But they used them and formed partnerships. That's 
how it worked." 

Vinny explained that Berkowitz "didn't let on that he knew 
a lot of the particulars about the dope and porn stuff But he 
knew names and some basic stuff And he'd been to R.R.'s 
house, and Sisman's, and he knew Camaro. But other people 
knew more details than he did. Berkowitz said what he knew, 
and other people confirmed it. . . . If R.R. and them were 
meat wholesalers, you don't think they're only dealing with 
you, right? They got other customers, too. A couple of other 
customers have been in this place [prison]. Berkowitz knew 
what he knew, and they knew other things." 

Regarding the porno and call girl system, blackmail was 
sometimes employed to keep the girls in line, Vinny said, add¬ 
ing that Camaro sometimes used the Auto Pub restaurant in 
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Manhattan's General Motors Building as one location where 
well-heeled clients and collegiate call girls met. 

Enter the world of television. Vinny wrote that Camaro ap¬ 
peared in a "home porno flick" with a woman who held a 
responsible production post with a TV network in Manhattan. 
The woman's title and network were specified. 

Vinny didn't know her name, but he did have her descrip¬ 
tion—which was so precise I identified her after just one phone 
call to a friend in the television industry. Since the woman was 
not an on-camera personality, Vinny couldn't have picked up 
her description from a TV screen. 

This story, in conjunction with Berkowitz's fascinating list 
of phone numbers, illustrates how people connected to the 
cult's upper echelons seemed to fraternize easily in prestigious, 
though bizarre social circles. 

The call girl operation, Vinny said, was responsible for at 
least two murders in Manhattan—both linked to Columbia 
University. One victim was a male medical or graduate student 
(name unknown) who was slain after learning a young woman 
he was dating was involved with the ring. Vinny said she told 
the victim about it, and he was killed either because he raised a 
fuss trying to wean her away from the group's clutches or 
simply because he'd acquired inside knowledge of the opera¬ 
tion. 

"Camaro had something to do with that," Vinny wrote. "1 
think they tried to make it look like a robbery." 

Subsequent investigation revealed that at least two unsolved 
homicides bore similarities to the slaying to which Vinny re¬ 
ferred. A Columbia grad student was slain in the immediate 
area of the school in February 1981. After dropping off his 
girlfriend, he returned to the street and his killer tossed some 
money to the pavement and said, "Hey, pal, you dropped 
this." When the student turned around, he was shot dead. 
Police said the victim's girlfriend witnessed at least part of the 
incident. 

Another victim was a medical resident at Columbia-Presby- 
terian Medical Center, which was affiliated with the university. 
He was shot dead while walking on a street near the hospital in 
the autumn of 1981. 

The other murder Vinny specified was said to have been that 
of a coed—probably a Columbia or Barnard student—who 
was slain in Manhattan after trying to extricate herself from 
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the call girl network. Vinny, quoting sources other than Ber- 
kowitz, said that Camaro also played a role in this murder, 
and said he thought the victim was disfigured in some way by 
her killer or killers. 

if Camaro indeed had a hand in those murders, he didn't 
operate alone, Vinny said. "He had his own guy, a landscaper 
or gardener. He was a Puerto Rican or some kind of Hispanic. 
1 was told this jerk worked at [a northern Manhattan park] 
and also did some part-time gardener work at Columbia." 

Vinny went on to say: "There's a fag named Fred Reese,* 
who does secretarial-type shit—he's in this, too. He's the fag 
boyfriend of Lenora Stein,* who's part of that cult shop 
crowd, it's all one large circle. They come and go and mix it 
up with each other." 

1 asked Vinny if Berkowitz (or another source) ever spoke of 
the horrible December 1979 murders of Brooklyn residents 
Howard Green and Carol Marron, who had all the blood 
drained from their bodies with a veterinarian's syringe. Green 
and Marron were occult devotees, according to the police. 

"Nobody ever spoke of that," Vinny said. "But they lived in 
Brooklyn? Who would you nominate? Who else is there 
around New York that would do that to a couple of devil 
worshippers except some of their own? That wasn't any one- 
man operation that did them in." 

1 also asked if Vinny later heard who was responsible for the 
Sisman-Plotzman homicides. He said he hadn't, but "Camaro 
would be a top choice for either doing it or having it done. 
Sisman went down over that Moskowitz tape, which was made 
for R.R. on Long Island. And from what I know, Camaro was 
one of his goons. So I'd say Camaro was somehow involved." 

Vinny then brought the entire scenario into focus. "I was 
told directly by Berkowitz that Camaro was on the scene of 
the Moskowitz thing and also acted as a go-between on the 
Christine Freund murder—which wasn't a random shooting. 
And neither was Donna Lauria's." 

Mix and mingle again. With these explosive charges, we 
were now back to the .44 shootings. 

But before examining those attacks, the following support¬ 
ing data, in addition to what I have already listed, were uncov¬ 
ered during the investigation of the Vinny and Danny 
statements: 

The abandoned church in central Westchester, which Vinny 
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accurately sketched, was immediately identified by Captain 
Gerry Buckhout of the Greenburgh Police Department, as was 
the nearby "burned-out" mansion, which turned out to be the 
former Warburg-Rothschild estate. Vinny's precise drawing of 
the church was remarkable in that the building was torn down 
in the mid-seventies—more than seven years before he 
sketched it from a description provided by Berkowitz. 

The church, abandoned at the time, was dismantled after a 
suspicious fire destroyed its adjacent parish hall. Before that, it 
stood empty since the late fifties, when its congregation moved 
to another edifice—taking the original pews with them. Vinny 
had said the church contained no pews. 

Buckhout interviewed the man who subsequently purchased 
the old church and its adjoining buildings—the parish hall and 
a rectory. 

"When he came in during the seventies, a woman who 
claimed to be a witch was on the site. She had a business there, 
selling paintings and arts and crafts out of the parish hall," 
Buckhout explained. "There were also strange hippie types 
living upstairs in the former minister's house. It was something 
of a crash pad, and was painted purple. The 'witch' was a 
suspect in the fire that later destroyed the parish hall." 

The owner's revelation that the "witch" sold paintings, etc., 
supported Vinny's allegation that some cult members owned 
or worked in "art stores." The woman was in her mid-forties 
and had sons who'd run afoul of the law, Buckhout learned. 

"One was arrested in Yonkers for public lewdness and an¬ 
other was picked up in Long Beach, California—near L.A.— 
for cursing out a cop," he said. "One of them also worked in a 
lower Manhattan design place; he was in the same field as 
Michael Carr." 

Buckhout also discovered that one of the woman's sons was 
later killed in an apparent accident. As for the "witch" herself, 
she had left the area and has not been located. "This church 
was the place," Buckhout said. "Your prison guys are on the 
money." 

Three years earlier, John Carr's friend Phil Falcon had told 
us that the Westchester group met in a "witch's church." At 
the time, the significance of the statement escaped us. Falcon 
had meant his comment to be taken literally. Berkowitz, too, 
had underlined a church clue in the book he mailed to North 
Dakota in 1979. 
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There were more than a dozen abandoned or converted 
houses of worship in the rural northern Westchester-Putnam- 
Connecticut sector, any one of which might have been the 
"eastern headquarters" Vinny described. By itself, the very 
existence of numerous abandoned churches was something of a 
confirmation, since other sections of Westchester didn't have 
any to speak of In other words, one would have to know they 
existed in that area in order to make an accurate claim. But for 
our purposes, surveilling such a large number of locations 
around North Salem was impossible because our manpower 
was limited and no one knew how frequently the church was 
used by the secretive group. 

Interestingly, in 1979 this region was the scene of docu¬ 
mented satanic rituals. In one instance, a Ridgefield, Connecti¬ 
cut, police officer heard chanting in a wooded thicket near the 
Westchester-Connecticut border. While investigating, he was 
attacked and beaten. The cultists fled. 

"They must have had guards there, and they weren't afraid 
to jump a cop," Sergeant Bemie DePrimo of the Connecticut 
State Police told me in mid-1986. "Nuns at a nearby convent 
also heard chanting and saw torches on occasion. There was a 
group there all right. There was scattered cult activity around 
the area." 

In the wake of the assault, DePrimo said, the State Police 
developed confidential information which led them to a curi¬ 
ous location: the same New York City occult store later 
targeted by Berkowitz, Vinny and Danny. 

DePrimo also offered another startling piece of information. 
"We heard that whoever headed this around here was a suc¬ 
cessful guy involved in real estate." 

This dovetailed precisely with the prison allegations about 
the occupation of the leader of the Children. It was a signifi¬ 
cant development in the case. 

Moreover, at the time of the Connecticut border incidents— 
which happened nearly three years before the Vinny-Danny 
statements and months before the Son of Sam case was re¬ 
opened—David Berkowitz wrote to Lee Chase and pointedly 
mentioned satanic rituals occurring near North Salem. 

Another intriguing series of events happened in this same 
region in 1979. Keith Richards of the Rolling Stones was then 
ensconced in a secluded rented home in the immediate vicinity 
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of the cult activity. In fact, it was reported that scorch marks 
were found on an isolated section of his property. 

Richards, who'd lived in the home since about 1977, was 
frequently touring with the Stones while his girlfriend, Anita 
Pallenberg, remained at the house. A number of publications, 
including biographical sketches of the band, described Pal¬ 
lenberg as a student of the black arts. During the 1979 cult era, 
while Richards was away, a teenaged boy was found shot to 
death in Pallenberg's bedroom. Authorities determined that 
the youth committed suicide. 

Keith Richards, who had known Pallenberg since the six¬ 
ties, was a guest at the 1968 London wedding of noted film 
director Roman Polanski and the beautiful young actress 
Sharon Tate. Among his many credits, Polanski directed the 
famous devil epic Rosemary’s Baby for Paramount Pictures. 
Paramount's vice president of production, Robert Evans, who 
later was caught in a cocaine bust, was deeply involved with 
the film and became closely acquainted with Polanski. At the 
time Rosemary's devil-child was born (1967-68), Evans was 
back in Hollywood from a London assignment as head of Par¬ 
amount's European production team. 

In Beverly Hills, Evans, Polanski and Sharon Tate were 
friendly with John Phillips, songwriter and lead singer of the 
Mamas and the Papas rock group. A decade later, Phillips 
would be an occasional visitor at the home of his friend Keith 
Richards, hidden away in Satanville. Phillips himself was leas¬ 
ing a house nearby in Connecticut at this time. 

Phillips' late-sixties relationship with Polanski and Tate was 
an intimate one. He was frequently in their company and was 
entertained in their rented Benedict Canyon home at 10050 
Cielo Drive—scene of oncoming slaughter—on several occa¬ 
sions. In fact, both Phillips and Polanski have acknowledged 
that Polanski, while married to Tate, conducted a brief affair 
in London with Phillips' wife, Michelle, who also sang with 
the Mamas and the Papas. This liaison transpired several 
months before Sharon Tate and four others were butchered by 
Charles Manson's killers in August 1969. 

Because of his affair with Michelle, Polanski at first sus¬ 
pected an angry John Phillips was involved in the murders—to 
the point of holding a knife to his throat before slinging it into 
a wall. 

Ironically, Phillips has admitted to a passing acquaintance 
with Manson himself, to whom he was introduced by drum- 



512 Web of Conspiracy 

mer Dennis Wilson of the Beach Boys. Manson and some fol¬ 
lowers even lived at Wilson's Sunset Boulevard estate for a 
time in 1968, before the friendship soured. Wilson subse¬ 
quently occupied a slot on Manson's enemies list. 

Manson moved easily in show business circles, and devel¬ 
oped a close relationship with Terry Melcher, son of singer- 
actress Doris Day and the producer of her TV show and other 
ventures. Melcher, to Manson's great interest, was also a rec¬ 
ord producer—and Charlie was determined to make it big as a 
singer. He was anxious to ingratiate himself with Melcher, 
from whom Roman Polanski sublet 10050 Cielo Drive. 

Melcher, too, was acquainted with John Phillips. And in 
tune with Phillips' association with Manson, author Ed San¬ 
ders reported that he uncovered information indicating Man- 
son attended a 1968 New Year's Eve party at Phillips' Los 
Angeles home. 

Phillips, Sanders also said, apparently referred members of 
the Process to a Los Angeles real estate operator named Artie 
Aarons in 1968, when the English occultists were seeking to 
pitch tent in that city. Sanders obtained this information from 
Jonathan de Peyer, known as Father Christian to his fellow 
Processans. 

There were also stories about which held that Phillips con¬ 
tributed some cash to the Process, with the reported amounts 
ranging from the ten dollars Phillips said he gave to "some 
cult dressed in black" to a figure much higher. In any case, 
Father Christian said that with Phillips' recommendation Ar¬ 
tie Aarons found lodging for a Process contingent at a large 
home he managed at 1882 South Cochrane in Los Angeles. 

Neither Sanders nor 1 imply that Phillips was directly affili¬ 
ated with the Process. From all indications, his interests—by 
his own account—were elsewhere: music and drugs. But, the 
interweavings and connections among people and events in the 
Son of Sam and Manson cases are provocative—especially in 
light of Manson IPs alleged involvement in the .44 killings, the 
further contention that Charlie Manson belonged to the same 
Satanic organization Berkowitz later joined, and the North Sa¬ 
lem cult link to the Sam case. 

And the Process itself was even located in that area. In the 
mid-seventies members of the cult occupied a house off Salem 
Road in Pound Ridge, a rural community several miles south 
of North Salem. Even more curious, Process leader Robert 
DeGrimston himself was residing in a private home in East- 
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Chester—a scant few miles from Untermyer Park—in the early 
and mid-1970s. The "coincidences" were simply too numerous 
to be written off Too many people were in the right places at 
the right times. It was as if the players and environment from 
the Los Angeles scene of 1968-69 had been magically trans¬ 
ported to the specific areas Berkowitz and the prison infor¬ 
mants referred to. 

The reason for this interest in the California and New York 
connections case is simple. According to Vinny, Manson 11 
was involved with the original Charles Manson. And more 
than that, Vinny said: "When Manson had the Tate murders 
done, he was not just doing it out of some Helter Skelter fan¬ 
tasy. That was part of it, he believed in that shit. But there was 
a real motive, Berkowitz told me. He said Manson was working 
for somebody else when those crimes were committed. He said 
Manson 'volunteered to do the killings' for somebody else." 

This was an incredible charge. Vinny said Berkowitz got the 
information from: "Who else? Manson II." 

But to return to the Vinny-Danny information about the 
Son of Sam operation in New York: the allegation that John 
and Michael Carr's disdain for their father, Sam, sparked inci¬ 
dents of violence against him and inspired his inclusion as an 
object of hatred in the Borrelli letter was essentially confirmed 
by an ex-boyfriend of their sister, Wheat—and by Wheat her¬ 
self 

The boyfriend told me: "The brothers hated the old man. I 
knew each of them somewhat when I was dating Micki 
[Wheat's nickname]. I was told Sam used to severely punish 
them and even locked them in closets and things like that." 

In a recorded interview with Santucci's probers. Wheat sim¬ 
ply said: "O.K., there was a lot of bad feeling between both 
John and Michael and my father." 

As I'd noted as early as September 1977, the Borrelli letter 
read as if it was written from inside the Carr house—not by 
Berkowitz from his apartment high on the hill above it. The 
later confirmations put vital pieces of the puzzle in place. 

In other categories, the names, locations and people Vinny 
and Danny described or named turned out to be real. Beyond 
that, two New York City women they identified were posi¬ 
tively tied to OTO cult activity. The investigation also estab¬ 
lished that one of them, as Vinny said, indeed "worked the 
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colleges"—recruiting for the cult on various campuses. "She 
also knows R.R.," Vinny said. 

At every turn taken by the probe, the credibility of Berko- 
witz and the informants was bolstered. 

But in the case of James Camaro, since Vinny said the man's 
name apparently wasn't Camaro but "close to it," we were 
stuck. Berkowitz had offered the real name, which Vinny 
failed to remember when he saw his own coded substitution 
for it months later. Although he did have an approximate 
Manhattan address where he said Camaro once lived, we were 
unable to locate him. We needed the real name. 

Once, however, we thought we'd found him. In early 1985 a 
motor vehicles computer run led Hank Cinotti and me to a 
freezing, midwinter stake-out of an apartment on the ocean in 
Long Beach, Long Island. For three days, while we shivered 
and complained in Cinotti's drafty van, the suspect, smarter 
than we were, remained indoors. Finally, at eight o'clock one 
morning, he emerged to lead us on a wild trip at high speeds 
all the way to Staten Island—to a funeral home. 

Since Vinny had seen a photo of Camaro and could identify 
him, our goal was to obtain his picture. So we followed the line 
of cars to a cemetery and blended in with the crowd at the 
gravesite, waiting for the photo opportunity, which didn't 
come. 

After the service, the suspect and two companions drove to 
a distant section of the graveyard to place flowers at another 
tomb—which they couldn't find. Cinotti and I watched their 
search from the van. Suddenly, "Camaro" walked right to us. 
It was a tense moment. Fortunately, because of the van, he 
assumed we were cemetery workers. 

As he stood near the passenger's door asking me for direc¬ 
tions, Cinotti lowered the camera out of the suspect's line of 
vision and snapped his photo. "Click, click." 

"Camaro" heard the camera, looked startled, but probably 
imagined he was hearing things. After steering him to the sec¬ 
tion he was seeking, Cinotti and I leisurely drove away. 

Two days later, 1 visited Vinny and showed him the snap¬ 
shot. 

"It's not him," he immediately said. 

"Look again," I pleaded. "Hold it upside down, turn it side¬ 
ways; close your eyes and feel it like it's Braille—shove it up 
your ass. You don't know what the hell we went through to get 
this damned thing." 
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"It's just not him," Vinny said again. 

It was not one of my better days. 

Camaro would be positively identified and located in mid- 
1987. But as of this writing, there was still not enough cor¬ 
roborating evidence to formally charge him in any of the cases. 

The informants didn't have the name of "Mr. Real Estate" 
either, since Berkowitz hadn't given it up. But the details they 
did supply led us to several possible suspects who could have 
functioned as the leader of the Children. That investigation 
continues. Similarly, several possible choices were identified as 
Camaro's alleged accomplice, the Hispanic gardener. 

Berkowitz cautiously held back several key cards while deal¬ 
ing to the informants, including the names of most of the Son 
of Sam shooters. He did otter a first name for the elusive Man- 
son II. The name Vinny gave me was Frank, but we didn't 
know if Berkowitz revealed an accurate name or if Manson II 
assumed an alias in New York. 

Berkowitz, according to the informants, had further stated 
that John Carr was a triggerman and that Michael Carr, if not 
a shooter, was on the scene of some .44 attacks. This comple¬ 
mented what Berkowitz told Harry Lipsig in a portion of the 
deposition withheld from the public. 

Berkowitz also named a New York City female cultist who 
Vinny said was at one .44 scene, at least—as were Manson II, 
Sisman, Mickey and someone named Tom. Mickey and Sis- 
man, as noted, allegedly participated in the Moskowitz vide¬ 
otaping, and Camaro also was said to have been at that attack. 

Regarding women at crime scenes, Vinny had the names of 
two—both of whom exist. He said the woman in question was 
one of them. (Santucci had uncovered the name of a third 
suspect.) Vinny also said that someone named Rudy was in¬ 
volved with the cult in either Westchester, New York City or 
Long Island. 

His original coded note included the names of a few others, 
who were also said to be affiliated with the group. He ex¬ 
plained that his allusion to New York University in the letter 
meant that some young women connected to the New York 
City group had attended school there. "Something like pho¬ 
tography and drama courses," he recalled. Out of the blue, we 
had another photo link, of which there were many in the inves¬ 
tigation. 
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Sources are as valuable as the verifiable information they 
provide. The Vinny and Danny comments, which were thor¬ 
oughly investigated, helped their stock rise appreciably. Addi¬ 
tionally, their relationships with the prime source—Berkowitz 
—were proven. 

The initial stage of the Vinny-Danny investigation, which is 
still monitored today, lasted more than a year and was coordi¬ 
nated by me, with assistance from Santucci's office and the 
police officials and others previously listed. 

The "big picture" of the cult's operations was valuable for 
intelligence purposes, but DA John Santucci's attention neces¬ 
sarily remained on the .44 shootings themselves. Other facets 
of the group's activities weren't in his jurisdiction, although he 
remained apprised of developments. 

In mid-1983, we convened in his office and analyzed an ex¬ 
tensive report I'd prepared on the investigation of the infor¬ 
mants' charges. 

"A considerable amount of support has been found," he 
said. "And many allegations as to the existence of people, 
places and the like have been confirmed directly. Of course, 
from where 1 stand, the ultimate test would occur in a court¬ 
room, if we can ever carry the damned case to that point. But I 
agree there's substance to what these people have been say¬ 
ing." 

"It's all been checking out," I said. "Talk about 'smoke and 
fire.'" 

"Yes, but we can't lose sight of the earlier work on the .44 
incidents. That's what I need to bring somebody to trial. Half 
the people we're interested in are dead, and we don't know 
who this Manson II is either. I need a Queens shooter." 

Santucci was right. The Son of Sam attacks also remained 
my prime concern. It would have taken an interstate task force 
to dent the rest of the operation. But like the informants' state¬ 
ments about the drug and porn activity, information they 
offered on the Sam shootings was enhanced by buttressing de¬ 
tails. 

And once again, the charges were sensational. 

The sources said that David Berkowitz, while an active con¬ 
spirator in all the shootings, had pulled the trigger in only two 
of the eight Son of Sam attacks. Whom did Berkowitz actually 
shoot? 
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"Here's a direct quote," Danny said. " The Bronx was my 
territory—only the Bronx.' " 

"And that's directly from him?" 

"Yes. He wanted out after the first one but couldn't get 
free." 

Based on this information, which was supported in various 
Ways, Berkowitz murdered Donna Lauria and wounded Jody 
Valente on July 29, 1976; and killed both Valentina Suriani and 
Alex Esau on April 17, 1977. 

"That's all he did," Danny insisted. "Not that it isn't a lot, 
but it's nowhere near being the so-called Son of Sam." 

Vinny added: "He was able to handle that lovers' lane thing 
[Suriani-Esau] because he said he was conceived illegitimately 
in a car and he was against that shit. But he said he wouldn't 
have anything to do with shooting nobody on a street or a 
porch or anything." 

This was a reference to the Virginia Voskerichian slaying 
and the wounding of Joanne Lomino and Donna DeMasi in 
Queens. 

The sources also said, as Berkowitz told Lipsig, that several 
cult members were at each crime scene. And they added that 
two Son of Sam shootings were done by women. 

Women were also present at scenes because, Danny said, 
"the cops were looking for one guy. They could breeze 
through roadblocks with girls in the cars—or even with two 
guys. And there was always more than one car." 

"What kinds of cars?" 1 asked. 

"Well, the VW, for one. He didn't say who drove it. And 
there was a yellowish or tan compact and a small red car, too." 

"Any more?" 

"That's all I know about." 

"How big was this yellow or tan compact?" 

"Like the size of a Chevy Nova." 

This was a direct hit. This type of auto had been spotted 
near the Elephas disco, driven away with its lights off by the 
man with the mustache. A similar vehicle was also spied 
across the street from Donna Lauria's home by her father not 
five minutes before that shooting. It was occupied by a lone 
white male. A car fitting this description also followed Brook¬ 
lyn cyclist Michelle Michaels shortly before the Moskowitz- 
Violante shooting. It, too, was occupied by a lone male, who 
had a "pinched face," high cheekbones and wore sunglasses— 
even though it was the middle of the night. 
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And the same-size yellowish or tan vehicle would soon sur¬ 
face at still another .44 site—bringing the total to four. 

"Where was the small red car used?" I asked. 

"Manson II used that in the Freund murder," Vinny said. 
Confidential police reports would soon show that an identical 
vehicle sped from that scene moments after the shots were 
fired. 

The informants didn't know which victims were shot by 
women, but their statements considerably strengthened the 
original suspicion held by Santucci, Herb Leifer and me that 
the killer of Virginia Voskerichian—who wore a ski or watch 
cap—was a woman. By process of elimination, 1 then reasoned 
that the Queens wounding of Carl Denaro—during which the 
assailant fired wildly as if unsure of the gun and unable to 
control its recoil—was most likely the other female-perpe¬ 
trated attack. 

Regarding weapons, Vinny said: "They weren't always car¬ 
ried from Westchester. Sometimes they were able to store them 
nearby, at 'safe houses' or something." And as previously 
noted, the informants insisted that different .44s were used, at 
least in the earlier attacks before the NYPD announced it was 
searching for one gun and one gunman. 

Danny wrote: "Yes, more than one instalment [gun] was 
gotten in Texas. Yes, all gotten at once. Yes, yes, yes. If no one 
looked into that possibility it's simply because they are mo¬ 
rons." 

The statement that Berkowitz shot only the Bronx victims 
was heavily supported by the composite sketches and other 
information gleaned from extensive study of the other crimes 
—all of which has been outlined earlier. His so-called detailed 
knowledge of various crime scenes was easily explained by his 
presence at them. And even in the Bronx, the existing evidence 
demonstrated the conspiracy was active there as well. 

And then, in 1986, a witness came forward to say he was on 
"personal business" in the area when Valentina Suriani and 
Alex Esau were slain on the Hutchinson River Parkway ser¬ 
vice road at about 3 AM on April, 17, 1977. The witness, Will 
Levine,* said he remained silent out of fear and to protect his 
own interests—which doesn't make him eligible for Man of the 
Year accolades. 

Levine said he was on the block when he heard the shots, 
turned around and saw a stocky man with dark hair peering 
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into the victims' car while holding "something white" in one 
hand—apparently the Borrelli letter, which was dropped at 
that scene. 

Levine said he then saw the shooter walk east on an inter¬ 
secting block, St. Theresa Avenue, where he met up with an¬ 
other man at the second corner. The shooter then handed what 
Levine thought was the gun to the other man, who then en¬ 
tered the passenger's side of a waiting auto—which drove from 
the scene. 

The shooter, meanwhile, climbed into the passenger's side of 
another car, Levine said. That vehicle then drove oil 1 —fol¬ 
lowed closely by a third car. The third auto, Levine said, ap¬ 
peared to be an unmarked police car. 

"All three cars were involved together," Levine said. "One 
of them was blue. 1 was trying to get plate numbers, so I didn't 
pay much attention to the makes. But that last one looked just 
like an unmarked cop car. 1 got a good view of that." 

And the shooter? "It looked like Berkowitz to me." 

Levine, saying he fears reprisals, has refused to speak to 
authorities, but Queens DA John Santucci was informed of his 
statement. If Levine's account is accurate, the presence of an 
unmarked police vehicle wouldn't be surprising: three former 
or present Yonkers officers were previously suspected to be 
members of the cult. 

An unmarked police car, tuned to official frequencies, could 
also help explain the group's remarkable success in eluding 
massive dragnets. In Brooklyn, witnesses said the yellow VW 
contained a CB radio as well, and Berkowitz may have carried 
a hand-held scanner at that scene. 

But for all the knowledge we'd now assimilated, there were 
still several important questions to be answered. What actually 
happened to Donna Lauria and Christine Freund? Who was 
the wealthy R.R. from Long Island? And who was Manson II, 
and how did he tie in to Charles Manson—who himself was 
alleged to have committed the Tate murders by "volunteering" 
his services to another party? 

The answers were now in sight. 
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It had been six years and forty miles of bad road, but from 
Gravesend Bay in Brooklyn to the old aqueduct in Yonkers the 
story was the same: evidence demonstrating a conspiracy had 
been uncovered in every crime first attributed to David Berko- 
witz alone. Now, even the basic police belief that all the .44 
shootings were random acts of violence was challenged by the 
informants. But was there any truth to these allegations? 

Pretty, dark-haired Donna Lauria was the first Son of Sam 
victim. She was slain deliberately, the informants said. 

"Berkowitz was very weird and vague talking about this 
one, which he admits he did," Vinny reported. "But he said 
she knew something about the group, or about someone in it, 
and started talking. She was killed because she talked too 
much. He wasn't specific, but her killing had special signifi¬ 
cance." 

That part made sense. Of all the victims, only Donna was 
named in the Breslin letter—crowned a "very, very sweet girl" 
in the cynical, taunting prose that spewed from the printer's 
pen. But what about the rest of the story? Could it be sup¬ 
ported? 

It could. 

Donna, a medical technician, and Jody Valente, a student 
nurse, were attacked on a weekday. With the exception of the 
Voskerichian slaying, the .44 assaults happened on weekends. 
So why was Donna shot at 1:10 AM on a Thursday? 

"They always went to the Peachtree disco on Wednesday 
nights," Donna's father, Mike Lauria, had told me. 

The glitzy Peachtree was in New Rochelle, a city with mul¬ 
tiple links to the .44 case. Habitual Wednesday visits there 
could well have explained the timing of a deliberate attack. 
Moreover, it was established that members of the Carr family, 
at least, occasionally patronized the Peachtree. 
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As reported earlier, a suspicious yellow car was seen cruis¬ 
ing Donna's block shortly before she went out that last night. 
And later, just minutes before the shooting, Mike Lauria spied 
a yellow, Nova-sized car occupied by a lone male parked 
across the street and behind Jody's car. Additionally, the po¬ 
lice themselves originally believed that the shots were aimed 
only at Donna. 

Perhaps one of the most pertinent pieces of the Donna 
Lauria puzzle was hidden in a long-forgotten, confidential po¬ 
lice report. In it, a male acquaintance of Donna's was quoted 
by a young woman Donna knew. According to the woman, the 
man had said shortly before Donna's death: 

"Donna has one week to live." 

Although the information was secondhand, its import can¬ 
not be downplayed: within ten days of the statement, Donna 
was indeed dead. 

The NYPD didn't disregard it either This youth was a 
prime suspect until he provided an alibi and Jody Valente said 
he wasn't the gunman. Of course the alibi was valid: Berkowitz 
A committed the crime. But did this man, who had a checkered 
past, know something was coming? 

1 also recalled the Laurias sadly telling me that Jody Va¬ 
lente, whom they regarded "almost like a daughter," seemed 
to avoid them in the months after the murder. "We could 
never understand that," Mike Lauria explained. 

Perhaps Jody experienced unsettling reminders of the trag¬ 
edy when she saw Donna's parents. But maybe, as one of Don¬ 
na's closest friends, she herself had heard something and tried 
to suppress her suspicions. 1 don't have that answer yet. But 
what is certain is that nine months after Donna's slaying 
Valentina Suriani and Alex Esau were gunned down in a car 
parked barely a hundred yards from Jody's front door. An¬ 
other coincidence? Only the killers know for certain. 

But the initial question was: did information exist to fortify 
the jailhouse charges that Donna was an intentional victim? 
The answer: yes. 

"Target crimes," Vinny labeled them, saying that the cult, 
to cloud issues and disguise motives, would commit random 
shootings to hide the fact that some victims were purposely 
marked for death. Like Donna Lauria, the beautiful, twenty- 
six-year-old Christine Freund was said to have been slain in 
such a "target crime." 
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In 1984, the now retired NYPD veteran Hank Cinotti and I 
sought out Christine's boyfriend of seven years, John Diel. 

Christine and Diel were seated in his car in Forest Hills, 
Queens, on January 30, 1977, when the fatal shots were fired at 
about 12:30 AM Fortunately, Diel wasn't hit. 

Christine was by far the oldest Son of Sam victim, and we 
wanted to determine if more than coincidence was at play in 
that regard. We also had other allegations to work with, cour¬ 
tesy of Vinny. 

Now thirty-six, the short, athletic, curly-haired Diel was a 
bartender by trade. When we found him, he was serving cus¬ 
tomers in a friendly Queens grill. Ironically, Christine 
Freund's younger sister, Eva, dropped by while we were talk¬ 
ing with Diel. Her presence may have been an omen, because 
the case began to unravel that evening when I posed a question 
Diel said no one had asked before. 

"Did anything unusual happen earlier that night?" I wanted 
to know. That opened the floodgates: the police hadn't covered 
the entire evening. Now, through Diel's statement and sup¬ 
porting official documents, the true story of Christine Freund's 
final hours emerged. 

It was an eerie tale, one which stirred images of the chilling 
Arlis Perry operation. 

The story actually began two nights before the murder, 
when Chris received two calls from an anonymous man who 
asked: "Are you Christine Freund? Do you live on Linden 
Street?" Frightened, Chris told the caller she was married to a 
cop, hung up and phoned Diel. (This information also ap¬ 
peared in confidential police reports.) 

The next evening, Chris remained late in Manhattan, social¬ 
izing with her girlfriends. On Saturday night, with the temper¬ 
ature locked at a frigid fourteen degrees, Diel picked Chris up 
at her home in the Ridgewood section of Queens at about eight 
o'clock. On Metropolitan Avenue, as they were en route to 
Forest Hills to see the film Rocky, a yellowish-colored car 
pulled abreast of Diel on the passenger's side. The driver, 
whom Diel couldn't describe, peered at them before speeding 
off Diel didn't know if another person was in the car. 

"It was an unusual thing," Diel recalled. "He passed us on 
the wrong side on a street that was icy and narrow. There was 
snow piled at the curbs. After slowing down to look at us, he 
drove off at maybe forty miles an hour. The conditions weren't 
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good for that. But I can't remember what model or size the car 
was." 

A few minutes later, Diel and Chris arrived in front of the 
Forest Hills Theatre on Continental Avenue (71st Street). The 
movie was going to be crowded, and the narrow street was 
swarming with people and cars. 

"I was stopped in the middle of the street," Diel explained. 
"It was cold and 1 knew I'd have trouble parking. So I told her 
to go inside and get the tickets and I'd meet her there. So Chris 
got out there in the middle of the block." 

Diel then circled the neighborhood unsuccessfully. There 
were no parking spaces to be found. He next drove east on 
Austin Street, turned south at the first intersection and trav¬ 
eled west on Bums, heading back toward Continental and Sta¬ 
tion Plaza, less than two blocks south of the theater. There, in 
Station Plaza, Diel noticed a parking spot—some three car 
lengths in from the corner of Continental—and parallel- 
parked, backing into the space. His car was facing Continental. 

As he turned off the engine, a pale yellow, light tan or ofl- 
white compact the size of a Chevy Nova or Ford Fairlane 
suddenly stopped about thirty feet behind him in the middle of 
the street. The car, which was between five and eight years old, 
was occupied by two men and was unnaturally angled so that 
its headlights shone on Diel's blue Firebird. 

As Diel idly watched, the passenger in the compact jumped 
out and leaned against its open door while gazing intently at 
the Firebird. The man appeared to be thin and had dirty-blond 
or sandy-colored hair that was styled in a blow-dry cut. He 
looked to be in his twenties, and his lace seemed "pinched," 
said Diel, whose vision was somewhat restricted by the head¬ 
lights' glare. 

Diel, now out of his car, locked the Firebird and—being late 
—began to jog north to the theater. The other man then 
climbed back into the compact, which drove away. 

Four hours later, the murder would occur in this exact spot. 

After the movie, at about 11 PM, Diel and Chris walked 
about a quarter mile through the biting cold to the Wine Gal¬ 
lery restaurant on Austin Street, where they lingered until 
about 12:20 AM While there, Chris remarked that two men 
seated behind Diel and near the door were staring at her and 
making her uneasy. Diel turned around and stole a quick look 
at them. One, whom Chris termed "creepy," had brown hair 
and severe acne scars. The other, Diel repotted to police in 
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1977, had sandy-blond hair parted in the center. He also wore 
a mustache and appeared to be in his early thirties. 

When the couple left the Wine Gallery, the two men were 
nowhere around. But someone else was lurking. 

Outside the restaurant, Diel bumped into a man he posi¬ 
tively identifies as—David Berkowitz. Berkowitz was dressed 
in a beige raincoat (the same garment he was seen wearingjust 
two blocks away at the Voskerichian killing six weeks later) 
and had one or both hands stuffed into his pockets. "Sorry, 
sorry," Diel apologized to Berkowitz, who merely replied: 
"O.K., O.K." 

Leaving David behind, Diel and Chris began the quarter- 
mile trek to their car. Now the streets were empty as the 
numbing cold gripped the night. Street signs rattled in the 
wind and steam clouds rose skyward from the manhole covers 
that speckled the snow-lined Austin Street. Diel pulled Chris 
close to him as they walked. 

At the corner of Continental and Austin, they noticed a 
solitary young man, with an orange knapsack, who appeared 
to be hitchhiking in a curious direction—right into the middle 
of exclusive Forest Hills Gardens. It was an unlikely route to 
be traveling at that hour, in that weather. Regardless, the man 
slowly made his way south, staying in the middle of Continen¬ 
tal, and Diel and Chris passed him by. 

The couple then cut diagonally across Continental and hur¬ 
ried beneath the Long Island Rail Road trestle to the corner of 
Burns. Their car was parked about fifty feet in from the inter¬ 
section. When they reached the Firebird, which faced Conti¬ 
nental, Diel opened his door, climbed in and leaned over to 
unlatch the passenger's door for Chris. 

Diel then started the engine, revved it and put on an Abba 
tape while the car warmed up. "God, it's cold," Chris said, 
and Diel hugged her briefly and gave her a light kiss. "We had 
been going out a long time. We weren't making out in the car," 
he explained. 

Accordingly, he said it was "impossible" that anyone ap¬ 
proached them from the front. But as he prepared to pull 
away, three shots were filed through the passenger's window, 
shattering the glass. Two of the slugs hit Chris, one in the 
head, and she died a few hours later. 

Across the street, a woman heard the gunfire and looked out 
from her room to see a red car speeding from the scene. Diel 
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himself leaped from the Firebird and began shouting: "They 
shot her! They shot my girlfriend!" witnesses reported. 

"Why," I asked Diel, "did you use the word 'they'?" 

"1 don't know," he replied. "It was just an expression." 

Maybe so. 

Were the prison informants accurate? Was Christine Freund 
a deliberately targeted victim shot by Manson 11 rather than 
Berkowitz? 

After visiting the scene with Diel and Cinotti and meticu¬ 
lously reenacting the events of that fatal night, 1 showed Ber- 
kowitz's confession to Diel. Like other key figures, Diel wasn't 
interviewed by authorities after the arrest. Reading the tran¬ 
script, Diel immediately labeled Berkowitz's version as "to¬ 
tally false" in critical areas. 

"I bumped into him all right," Diel said, pointing at the 
confession. "But it was way back at the Wine Gallery—not 
where he said. And he was facing the other way; away from 
the direction we were going [the eventual crime scene]." 

But Berkowitz had indeed confessed to bumping into Diel. 
There was no argument there. So what was the problem? The 
problem was that Berkowitz, trying to get himself away from 
the restaurant and back to the crime scene, erased nearly a 
quarter mile by claiming he nearly "touched shoulders" with 
Diel as the couple diagonally crossed Continental Avenue near 
the railroad trestle—only about 125 feet from their car. 

"That's pure bullshit," key witness Diel told me; and he 
later repeated his entire statement to Tom Russo in DA John 
Santucci's office. 

Diel further explained that Berkowitz lied again when he 
confessed to being "four or five feet" away from the couple as 
they entered their car. Berkowitz later tried to enhance this 
claim when he told a psychiatrist that he was able to watch 
from such a close distance by hiding behind a tree. If so, he 
must have lugged a spruce from Yonkers, because there wasn't 
any tree; not there. 

Diel added: "Nobody passed us up either. The only person 
we saw was the hitchhiker, and we passed him." Then how did 
Berkowitz pull the trigger, as he first claimed to have done? He 
was well behind the couple, whose car was facing forward. 
And the gunman, as Berkowitz confessed, did approach from 
the rear. So if it was Berkowitz, he would have walked right by 
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as Diel wanned up the car, turned around and came back to 
fire. 

"He did not walk past us," Diel said. 

Berkowitz didn't say he did either. He just left an unchal¬ 
lenged gaping hole in his confession; perhaps purposely. No¬ 
body caught these major discrepancies in 1977 because no one 
analyzed the crime scene, paid attention to the direction the 
Firebird faced or interviewed Diel after the arrest. Nobody 
wanted to. 

Together, these contradictions comprised what might po¬ 
litely be termed "significant flaws" in the Freund confession. 
But then hadn't the prison informants, quoting Berkowitz, 
said he shot only the Bronx victims? Another important alle¬ 
gation was now supported. 

But what about the "deliberate hit" and Manson II? Simply 
stated, the entire series of events bolstered the charge that 
Christine Freund was purposely chosen for death. Berkowitz, 
in his confession, did make one claim which seemed to be 
supported by the facts. When asked why only three shots were 
fired, he replied there was only "one person to shoot." Which 
was exactly the point the informants were making. 

Here is my analysis of the Freund murder: 

First, to ascertain they had the right girl and address, the 
killers anonymously phoned Chris twice to ask if she was 
Christine Freund on Linden Street. Two nights later, on her 
first evening out in Queens since the calls, Chris and Diel were 
passed by the yellow car in the "unusual" manner Diel de¬ 
scribed. This act suggested that they were followed from the 
Freund home and that the killers pulled ahead on the passen¬ 
ger's side to visually identify Chris. Turning off a block or two 
up the road, they probably fell in behind again and tailed the 
couple to the theater. 

But there, with the congestion of cars and people, they 
missed seeing Chris as she left the Firebird in the center of the 
street. That wasn't surprising because the assassins were 
locked in on the car itself, which was still sitting in traffic. 
Believing Chris was still in the Firebird, they stayed with Diel 
as he searched for a parking spot. 

When Diel parked, they readied to do the hit there and then. 
The yellowish compact, a familiar sight at .44 scenes, pulled 
up and aimed its headlights at Diel's car. Ready to strike, the 
shooter hopped out—only there was no Christine. 
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So they waited. In the interim, a small red car (specified by 
the prison informants) replaced the yellow one; a feat easily 
accomplished because multiple cars were an intrinsic part of 
the operation. In fact, the killers had time to drive back to 
Westchester if necessary. 

Leaving the theater, the young couple was shadowed to the 
Wine Gallery, where Christine eyed two conspirators, includ¬ 
ing Manson II, and called them to DiePs attention. The men 
then left the restaurant, leaving Berkowitz to monitor the 
young lovers. 

The accomplices returned to Station Plaza and waited in the 
red compact—which a witness observed there a few minutes 
before the attack. He told police the car's engine was running 
and that it was occupied by two people. 

Diel and Chris then left the Wine Gallery. After the "bump¬ 
ing" incident, Berkowitz followed them to the shooting site, 
saw them diagonally cross Continental Avenue and watched 
the murder from behind a tree on the opposite, northwest cor¬ 
ner of Continental and Station Plaza. 

From that vantage point, which was in front of Diel's car, 
Berkowitz fled to his own auto, which was parked on a "wind¬ 
ing street"—probably Tennis Place—while the killer escaped 
in the small red car. This auto, which was precisely described 
as to color and size by the prison informants, was observed 
racing from the block by a second witness. The car's presence 
was not revealed to the public. 

On the basis of all the circumstances and evidence, I believe 
the murder occurred in the manner just described. 

The hitchhiker may or may not have been involved with the 
killers. Since he never came forward, that question remains 
unresolved. 

As for the men in the Wine Gallery, Berkowitz's presence 
outside and his desire to distance himself from that location 
strongly suggested they were part of the setup. Moreover, the 
acne-scarred man was soon tentatively identified as an asso¬ 
ciate of his—and the companion's description was very similar 
to the one Vinny provided for Manson 11. 

"He had an athletic build, was maybe five-ten and had 
sandy-blond hair which was straight or wavy rather than 
curly," Vinny said. "1 think he would have been about thirty 
in 1977." 

"So he would have been in his early twenties when he was 
allegedly involved with the original Manson?" 
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"Yeah, that's right. And they brought him in to shoot 
Freund." 

"Did he have a mustache?" 

"I don't know. 1 don't recall that, but those things come and 
go easy," Vinny replied. 

The description was also similar, though not precisely so, to 
that of the man who jumped from the compact. John Diel, 
however, couldn't say if that man and the one seated near the 
door in the Wine Gallery were the same person. 

"Nothing about that compact meant anything to me until 
you asked me about the whole night," Diel explained. "So 1 
never gave that possibility a thought until now. It's been sev¬ 
eral years, so I just can't say if they were the same guys." 

Vinny's portrayal of Manson 11 also matched that of the 
man who reportedly watched the Elephas shooting and drove 
off in a yellow car with its lights extinguished. Moreover, the 
description was similar to that of two men connected to the 
Arlis Perry case—the law film visitor and the man who en¬ 
tered the Stanford church minutes before her death. 

There were numerous common denominators. But without 
eyewitness identification, which we couldn't try to obtain un¬ 
less we learned who Manson II was, no positive conclusions 
could be drawn. 

The question of motive remained in the Freund killing. 
"Berkowitz knew it was a hit. He was very clear on that," 
Vinny said. "But he said he didn't know the motive. Someone 
else did, though. Berkowitz only knew that someone had a 
connection to Camaro or R.R. and that Camaro acted as the 
middleman. Camaro got the Children to do it and they hid the 
motive in the so-called random .44 shootings that were going 
on." 

Vinny provided the name of the person who supplied him 
with the motive, and said it was someone who had knowledge 
of the drug-porn phase of the operation. The motive, Vinny 
said, was as old as time itself. 

"It involved her boyfriend and another woman." 

"John Diel? He was about to become engaged to Christine," 
I countered. "What the hell are you talking about?" 

"He was fooling around with another woman and toes were 
stepped on. That's the way I got it." 

"Whose toes? And who had the damned connection? Was it 
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the woman herself or did she have another boyfriend who was 
pissed?" 

"Triangles are messy," Vinny answered. "I know part of it 
was a warning to the boyfriend [Diel], but Christine herself 
may have done something to set it oil; too. Shit, 1 can't interro¬ 
gate people around here when 1 feel like it. I was told the 
answer was in that triangle and that at least some of it was a 
warning to him. 1 don't know if the woman had it done or a 
boyfriend." 

in fact, since the Freund killing occurred before the .44- 
Caliber Killer was "born," the NYPD was searching for a 
motive in the shadowy recesses of John Diel's clandestine af¬ 
fair with a married Queens woman who, with her husband, 
had temporarily relocated to Germany. The information was 
not made public. 

Diel was in love with Christine Freund. But he was occa¬ 
sionally tempted by after-hours opportunities. He told Cinotti 
and me that three such liaisons happened in the fall of 1976, a 
few months before the murder. 

The intent here is not merely to examine John Diel's private 
life. Rather, murder is a public crime; Christine Freund was 
dead; and serious allegations had surfaced concerning another 
woman in Diel's world. 

Of the affairs Diel acknowledged, he classified two as "one- 
nighters." But the other was more serious. Christine learned of 
the deeper affair when she borrowed Diel's car and a love 
letter from the married woman fell from the visor. Christine 
then took steps to disrupt the relationship, even though the 
woman was then in Germany for a time. 

After laying down the law to Diel, Chris mailed a note to 
the woman (police found a draft copy and the woman's reply) 
threatening to expose the relationship to her husband unless 
she stayed away from John. According to police reports, the 
woman remained in love with Diel despite the letter. 

But on the surface, the matter appeared to be settled. 

However, the woman did have three possible motives for 
murder. First, to preserve her marriage, which she apparently 
wanted to do. Second, to hit Diel with a message that he 
should consider coming back to her. And third, to eliminate 
Chris because Chris intended to marry John Diel. 

The woman's husband also had a motive. He approached 
Diel one day and asked if he was having an affair with his wife. 
Diel denied it, but that didn't mean the husband believed him. 
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Nor did it mean that the woman couldn't have had still an¬ 
other boyfriend—someone else who wanted Diel to stay away 
for his own reasons. 

After the murder, the NYPD spent several weeks interview¬ 
ing Chris's friends, some of whom knew about the affair and 
her letter. But on March 3, the police—for the first time— 
interviewed a friend of the woman herself. 

Five days later, Virginia Voskerichian was shot to death 
barely a block from the Freund scene. The shooting, which 
occurred at about 7:30 PM on a Tuesday, broke both the 
weekend and time-of-day patterns of the .44 attacks. 

The Voskerichian murder had a fascinating impact. Police 
immediately linked the two slayings and announced that a 
lone, deranged madman was stalking the city. All investiga¬ 
tions of motive in the Freund killing ceased on the spot. 

Was it possible the Voskerichian shooting occurred when 
and where it did to deliberately deter the police probe of the 
triangle motive in the Freund murder? It was distinctly possi¬ 
ble. 

The entire picture could have explained Diel's enigmatic 
"They shot her!" cry at the scene of Christine's killing, which 
he maintained was "just an expression." 

"Was he warned ahead of time?" I asked Vinny later. 

"1 don't know if he was or not. I just don't know if the 
whole thing was to send him a message or if some of it was to 
get back at her, or both." 

And 1 don't know yet either. But 1 do have a suspicion. 
However, as Vinny said, someone had the means of contacting, 
directly or indirectly, either R.R. or Camaro, who allegedly 
then solicited the Children. 

"I think all involved did it as a favor to their connections," 
Vinny said. "It was important enough to somebody that Man- 
son II was brought in." 

Whatever the final outcome of the Freund case, John Diel is 
an innocent man. Aware of the prison statements, he cooper¬ 
ated with the probe. Secretive dalliances with women doesn't 
place responsibility for Christine's death on his shoulders. Ap¬ 
parently, he didn't know what he was involved with. And 
Christine may have partly contributed to her own demise. The 
waters remain murky. 

I also am not accusing either Diel's lover or her husband of 
complicity in murder. That has yet to be proven. 
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To return to the original prison allegation: Vinny's report 
that Christine Freund's murder was sparked by a situation 
which concerned "her boyfriend and another woman" was 
strongly supported, as was the concurrent, and complemen¬ 
tary, charge that the murder was a deliberate hit. 


On the basis of all available evidence, it was now possible to 
arrive at a full analysis of the .44 attacks. 


VICTIMS 

Lauria-Valente 

Denaro 

Lomino-DeMasi 

Freund 

Voskerichian 

Suriani-Esau 
Placido-Lupo 
Mosko witz-V iolante 


APPARENT SHOOTER 

Berkowitz 

Quite possibly a woman; three poten¬ 
tial suspects identified 
John Carr, the chief suspect 
Manson 11 

Quite possibly a woman; three poten¬ 
tial suspects identified 
Berkowitz 

Unknown, but not Berkowitz 
The hospital worker; two possible 
suspects identified 


Others said to have belonged to the cult or suspected of 
participating in Son of Sam shootings or related crimes were 
mentioned earlier. The roster wasn't complete; some group 
members remained unidentified. 

In 1986,1 asked Vinny to summarize, in his own words, the 
Westchester-New York City-Long Island relationships. Years 
after he first stepped forward, this was his written reply: 


When Berkowitz and me first met, 1 told him I 
thought his original "demon" story was bullshit. He 
afterwards showed me those Gannett articles and 
your letters to convince me his satanic story was 
credible, had some basis in fact. 

1 questioned him about the Westchester group— 
for specifics. When they met, who was who, names, 
etc. He had told me all about the Carr brothers, etc., 
and now I was asking about Mr. RE [Real Estate] 
and that cult. I wanted to get info to find Mr. 
RE and get that [coven] book of deeds done, etc. 

He began to tell me about Camaro. And how RE 
really got orders from someone bigger—how some of 
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the "incidents" [.44 attacks] were not random but 
"contracted." 

Camaro was the go-between—where was he from? 
Go-between from where and between who? That's 
when he told me about the place "in the Village" and 
about Sissik [Sisman]. This intrigued me—how did 
he know that? Sounded like B.S. to me. 

He had been there, he said, along with Michael 
Carr. He saw the place. Saw the chandelier. Went to 
a party there. At least a party was going on. David 
waited in the foyer. They had to "pick something 
up." And that's how he began to tell me about "Mr. 
Big." 

Mafia? That was my fust thought. No—drugs and 
sex and "entertainment"—kinky shit. 

Big lived on Long Island—a mansion. Had David 
been there? He hesitated. Denied being there—even¬ 
tually admitted he had been there. 

Berkowitz explained what he knew (or what he 
was willing to let up he knew) about "Mr. Big." He 
said he didn't know the guy's name—-just "Mr. Big." 
Shades of Rocky and Bullwinkle. 

I sent out feelers. It was [name withheld] who veri¬ 
fied what David said about the Chelsea setup. Drugs? 
You bet your ass—cars out front like it was Sunday 
and this was a church service. Did the cops know? 
Hell, they directed the traffic so there'd be no hassles 
for the "paying customers." [Vinny was writing 
about events which preceded Ronald Sisman's kill¬ 
ing. Two years after that murder, a Police Depart¬ 
ment scandal erupted in the 10th Precinct, where 
Sisman lived. Several officers were removed for al¬ 
leged collusion with owners of "after-hours" clubs. 
Payoffs were involved, the NYPD ruled.] 

Ironically, Berkowitz did let the name slip [of 
R.R.; "Mr. Big"]. It was on my lists [as both "Roy 
Rogers" and "Rodan the Flying Monster"], but it 
was among many names and at first I couldn't tell 
who was who. 

R.R. was into drugs. He was into a lot, but as I 
understand it, it was drugs which was his real link to 
Sissik and Mr. RE. I wonder how he became in¬ 
volved with RE. 1 know RE was prominent to some 
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degree in Westchester law and political circles, and 
that Chelsea place was a hangout for political types 
from all over. 

I'm sure Mr. RE organized the Children on his 
own—and Sissik/R.R./Camaro were their suppliers. 
I believe RE was intimately tied to R.R./Sissik—and 
his Children were merely a mechanism for "distribu¬ 
tion" in Westchester and environs. 

The group in Westchester had existed for some 
time. Berkowitz said that when he joined it, a "small 
circle" of a dozen members had long planned the 
events which later came about. It was planned long 
before Berkowitz entered the picture—various das¬ 
tardly deeds had been done all along [as Berkowitz 
also told Harry Lipsig], building up to the crescendo 
of violence which later ensued. 

R.R. never personally came to Westchester, as 1 
understand it. Sissik didn't, either. Camaro was the 
"angel" for them. 

The real reason for [the shootings] was a need of 
R.R. et al. The group had been itching for ultimate 
violence. Perhaps the first event [Donna Lauria's 
murder] was even a natural, sick culmination of their 
hype. But most certainly Mr. RE capitalized on his 
Children's enthusiasm very quickly. 

It is almost incredible how R.R. then capitalized 
and organized the whole operation. It was actually 
veiy organized. In retrospect, it is obvious no lone 
nut could have carried it out as smoothly and me¬ 
thodically as it was—movement, arms procurement, 
strategy for locating victims, hours, etc., were all 
carefully planned out. As were escape routes. 

In Berkowitz's own words, Camaro came [to some 
.44 scenes] as an "adviser, a coordinator" of events. 
And he did not always come alone. Manson II came 
and was an actual actor [shooter]—a "special guest 
weirdo," so to speak. 

We both know how fantastic it really got—right 
down to videotapes of the action. R.R. originated the 
original Friday the 13th Homebox Channel right 
there in New York City. 

You know how much of a "net" there was. We still 
see evidence of it. To anybody as knowledgeable as 
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we are of the "workings and efficiency" of the polic¬ 
ing machine, it is not incredible to see how all this 
went on undetected. I mean, had Ford's Theater been 
on Central Avenue when Lincoln was shot, and had 
the whole Westchester PD been present, and had 
they all seen Booth jump from the balcony—they 
probably would have arrested an old lady in the third 
row mezzanine as their suspect. 

R.R. needed some "chores" taken care of He 
needed those chores done for other persons to whom 
he was indebted, or for whom he did things. I believe 
drugs was the real link between R.R. and the Chil¬ 
dren. The "events" were a natural consequence of 
the relationship. It finally got out of hand. 

It got too hot. So they decided to put an "end" to 
it. Publicly, at least. But the paranoia did not stop. 
Mistrust led to Sissik's demise. To summarize, R.R. 
was into a big, kinky scene. He controlled money, 
people, and drugs. And he used all of them in a very 
calculated fashion. It boomeranged. That much I 
know. 

So, who was R.R., called both "Rodan" and "Roy Rogers" 
and linked in a coded sentence to "Dale Evans"? "Roy Rogers 
and Dale Evans are my favorite stars. ... We were a regular 
jet set of the occult," the 1981 letter read. "Stars"; "jet set." 
Vinny seemed to be talking about high rollers and the enter¬ 
tainment business. Perhaps about a lofty meshing of drug, kink 
and cult activities in show business? 

Maybe so. 

In the spring of 1982, when Mike Zuckerman and I first met 
with Vinny at Dannemora, we asked him about Dale Evans 
and R.R. Berkowitz wasn't talking at the time, so Vinny had 
to give it his best shot alone. "1 can't remember if the key word 
is 'Dale' or 'Evans' in that one. Whichever, him and Roy Rog¬ 
ers are the biggies." 

"Then what about Roy Rogers—Rodan? Who the hell is 
he?" Zuckerman asked. 

"His first name is Roy," Vinny replied. "And he lives in a 
big mansion in a town with two names on Long Island. Shit, I 
can't quite come up with the damn town, but it begins with an 
S." 

"Sands Point?" Zuckerman tried. 
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Vinny looked thoughtful. "That may be it. But he's into all 
sorts of weird shit with whips and chains and kinky crap." 

"What's his last name?" 1 asked quietly. The visiting room 
wasn't crowded, and Zuckerman and I were dressed as 
downbeat as possible to resemble nothing more than street 
friends of Vinny. Still, we didn't want to call any attention to 
ourselves by appearing to interrogate him. Serious questions 
were asked with relaxed smiles. 

"Damn, it's something like Rodan, or Rudin, or Rodin," 
Vinny said, pressing his thumb and forefinger to his forehead. 
He was under a strain, and it occasionally showed. "I'm sorry, 
but I'm a little nervous here. But this guy beat the shit out of 
some actress and took videotapes of it. At the mansion. Berko- 
witz was at his place once—and in Minot, too." 

"So he did go to Minot," I muttered. "He was throwing 
hints all over the place. And we had a girl ID him there." 

"Yeah." Vinny nodded. "But I thought you already knew 
that—he thought you did. You know a lot of stuff but some 
shit escaped you, huh?" 

"Sure it did. That's why we're here. But we know enough to 
see if you're bullshitting—don't forget that." 

"You don't have to play Mr. DA with me," Vinny said. 
"Can't you just listen and tell those flicks back in New York to 
shove it? They all screwed this up in the first place, not me. 
You gotta worry more about their bullshit than mine. If I was 
gonna bullshit I'd have talked to some reporter who didn't 
know anything—not you, for Christ's sake." Vinny looked ex¬ 
asperated. 

"What about this Long Island moneyman?" Zuckerman cut 
in, blanching at a swallow of Dannemora vending-machine 
coffee. "Berkowitz was at his place once?" 

"Yeah. This guy had a lotta parties for all sorts of idiots. 
Dopers, bikers, big shots. 1 don't even know if he knew Berko- 
witz's name. 1 mean there were a lot of people always at this 
jerk's place." 

"So why was Berkowitz there?" 

"Because of the tie-ins with the cult and all. I don't know 
who he went there with, but it was for one of those big par¬ 
ties." 

"And what about the Moskowitz tape?" 1 asked. 

"That was made for this Rodan. Sissik [Sisman], some guy 
Mickey and whoever else. And Camaro was there that night. 
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too. Either Mickey or Sissik made the thing—I believe it was 
Mickey, as 1 got it." 

"O.K., but what was the big guy's name?" 

"It's Roy, whatever—Rodan. It sounds like that code 
name." 

Throughout the day, we kept returning to Rodan, but Vinny 
couldn't remember the actual name. On the way back to the 
airport, Zuckerman and I were mouthing the possible names 
aloud. Suddenly, we both had it. 

"Roy Radin!" we simultaneously shouted. 

"And it's Southampton, not Sands Point," I said. "God¬ 
damned Vinny not only couldn't remember the place, he 
thought it was two words. Tt begins with an S,' he says. Shit, 
he's been inside too long. But it does sound like two words." 

"Yeah," Zuckerman answered. "And Berkowitz's last 
shoot-'em-up in a disco was supposed to be in Southampton, 
too." 

"That's right. Damn, talk about your chickens coming 
home to roost. I'll bet that was a deliberate clue. Rodan is 
right—freaking Roy Radin." 

"That actress thing happened out there a couple of years 
ago," Zuckerman remembered. "Melonie Haller, I think her 
name was. She was on Welcome Back, Kotter or something. 
She said they doped her up, stripped her, raped her and video¬ 
taped it at some weekend orgy Radin was running." 

"Yeah, now I remember that. And they put her on a train to 
New York all spaced out and the cops were called by the train 
people." 

"Whips, bondage and videotapes." Zuckerman smiled. "You 
like that part about the taping, right?" 

"Hell, yes. It's a fetish of Radin's. Just like at Stacy's mur¬ 
der. I'll tell you, there are some things at that scene that a 
camera's presence could explain. I think that tape does exist, 
but finding it is another thing—look what Sisman appears to 
have gotten for his interest in it." 

"You know, that thing could be for Radin's private collec¬ 
tion," Zuckerman said. "But if you ever wanted to sell a few 
copies to your rich buddies—can you imagine the price of the 
most famous Son of Sam murder on tape?" 

"At least fifty grand each," I speculated. "But like you say, 
this is like some collector of art who has a masterpiece stolen. 
He can't tell anybody he's got it, but he gets off knowing he 
does and revels in sneaking into his vault to look at it." 
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"A monster ego trip," Zuckerman agreed. "And if you ever 
needed cash, sell a few copies to your millionaire pals." 

"Yeah, we've got that 'jet set of the occult' and 'stars' stulf 
he put in that letter now. But who the hell is this Dale Evans 
character?" 

"Got me," Mike replied. "But Radin produces concerts and 
shows with big names in them. And he's definitely into all this 
far-out crap. 1 think that's enough to start with." 

"Colonel Kink and his own Hell's Heroes," 1 said. "Sud¬ 
denly all this mondo bizarro stulf makes sense. Radin's in the 
same age bracket as Berkowitz and the Carr boys. The damned 
thing is actually logical. Crazy logic; but still logic." 

The scenario made even more sense when 1 learned that the 
murdered Ronald Sisman, whom Vinny kept calling "Sissik," 
was a close associate of Radin. Sisman was allegedly slain over 
the Moskowitz tape. In fact, Radin was interviewed by detec¬ 
tives after the October 30, 1981, murders of Sisman and Smith 
College coed Elizabeth Plotzman. And Sisman, to complete 
the loop, had been dubbed the "personal" lensman for Melonie 
Haller, who in April 1980 was the star of a video scandal at 
Radin's Atlantic beachfront estate in exclusive Southampton, 
Long Island—a seventy-two-room palace on Dune Road 
called Ocean Castle. 

Radin's lavish home was known locally as a haven for sex 
and dope parties, some involving the rich and famous. A 
month before the 1980 S&M blast, Haller posed for Playboy 
magazine, trying to capitalize on her small "sweathog" role in 
Mr. Kotter's television classroom. And a month after the 
Southampton soiree, she accused Sisman of attempting to 
force drugs into her. Sisman told police he merely tried to offer 
her a tranquilizer, and the charges were dropped. Seventeen 
months later, it was Sisman who was dropped. 

This was a crowd in which murder, drugs and depravity 
were commonplace. It was like seeing a reflection of the Sam 
cult. Vinny's statements, rather than straining credibility, 
could more appropriately be answered by: "Of course." 

1 also learned that police, raiding Ocean Castle on that wild 
Haller weekend, confiscated a sex video starring none other 
than Radin himself. The sex tape immediately brought to mind 
James Camaro's alleged performance in a similar epic with the 
woman producer from the TV network. And at more than six 
feet tall and 280 pounds, the bearded Radin also matched the 
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description Vinny provided of "Rodan," right down to the 
glasses he usually wore. 

Once more, the informants were leading us down a corridor 
of confirmations and complementary details. 

Other articles seized in the Haller raid included a quantity 
of drugs, a .38 handgun and a set of privately posed photos of 
a nude young woman wearing a Nazi cap—an adornment 1 
noted with interest. 

"He had a whole harem out there," said attorney Stephen 
Siegfried, who defended Radin in the Haller case. The lawyer's 
comment, made to the New York Times long after Vinny's 
statement, blended with what the informants said about the 
cult and collegiate call girl network. 

Actually, Haller's railroading, so to speak, was the second 
time police attention was directed to Ocean Castle that 1980 
weekend. They first investigated a report that Radin's assis¬ 
tant, Michael Deans De Vinko—known as Mickey De Vinko 
to the inner circle—had overdosed on drugs. Before linking up 
with Radin in various enterprises, Mickey De Vinko had been 
the husband of the famed singer-actress Judy Garland at the 
time of her death in 1969 and night manager of the upscale 
Arthur disco in Manhattan. 

In the Haller case, Radin was charged with criminal posses¬ 
sion of LSD and cocaine, unlawful possession of a handgun 
and menacing the twenty-three-year-old starlet. Radin's girl¬ 
friend, and later second wife, Toni Fillet, was accused of third- 
degree assault. The assault charges against both were later 
dismissed, but Radin was fined $1,000 and placed on probation 
for the unlicensed .38 revolver. 

Additionally, Robert McKeage IV, a forty-five-year-old 
New Jersey businessman who was Haller's date that weekend, 
pleaded guilty to assault and was sentenced to thirty days in 
jail. 

A similar tidal wave washed through Ocean Castle in 1981 
—on the night of Radin's wedding there to Fillet. After the 
reception, aspiring model Jacey (J.C.) Layton was lying nude 
in a sauna at 2 AM when Radin, she said, entered and de¬ 
manded sex from her. Layton—who would become the girl¬ 
friend of appliance heir Christopher Maytag, who died of 
cocaine abuse in 1987—told police that Radin assaulted her 
when she refused to comply. Authorities couldn't corroborate 
Layton's story, which Radin denied, but they again removed 
pills and drug paraphernalia from the estate. 
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Drugs were everywhere in the Radin portrait, and he was a 
known heavy user of cocaine—sometimes spending more than 
$1,000 a week on the trendy white powder. Radin was also 
closely allied with Sisman, who we, and the police, knew was 
dealing coke. According to Vinny, Radin had a piece of that 
action and influenced Sisman's operation. But 1 wasn't com¬ 
pletely satisfied as to the extent of Radin's alleged dealing until 
1 learned that he was a top target of a secret federal probe of 
coke trafficking among New York's social and show business 
elite. It was believed organized crime involvement lurked 
somewhere in the network, perhaps in the form of a fringe 
relationship. 

"Bingo," 1 said to Hank Cinotti as we met one afternoon in 
a Bronx diner. "The Feds couldn't get enough to indict him, 
but with what our guys know, maybe they could have. We 
already knew about his amigo Sisman's dealing, and now 
we've got Radin himself in there, too." 

"His relationship with Sisman would've been enough," 
Hank replied. "This just adds to it. The whole sex and dope 
scene is falling in just the way your boys upstate said it did." 

Yes, it was. But despite his troubles with the Southampton 
authorities, Radin was still big trouble for us. He had many 
police connections, a fact which may have answered a number 
of questions which were swimming in my mind for years. 1 
couldn't prove it, but I'd always suspected a leak—besides our 
own activities—may have been a contributory factor in the 
curiously timed deaths of the Carr brothers. 

I'd also wondered if the door was slammed on the Son of 
Sam case for reasons beyond politics, career enhancement and 
face-saving. Radin had the money, friends and other connec¬ 
tions to buy someone if he needed to. It was possible that 
several elements, combined, were at play. It wouldn't have 
been the first time. But a suspicion wasn't proof. 

Roy Alexander Radin was but thirty-two years old in 1982, 
when Mike Zuckerman and I first learned he was an alleged 
overlord of the operation we were investigating. Despite his 
youth, Radin had accumulated a fortune. Ocean Castle alone 
was worth an estimated three million. 

Radin was a theatrical and concert producer, and much of 
his wealth was earned via the production and staging of large 
benefit shows for police unions and associations throughout 
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the country. As such, his official links were numerous and 
widespread. 

Radin's shows were star-studded events, with vaudeville and 
other luminaries, some fading, headlining his bills. Milton 
Berle, Red Buttons, Donald O'Connor, Jan Murray, Tiny 
Tim, Eddie Fisher, George Jessel and others were profession¬ 
ally associated with Radin—who also assumed a role in the 
management of actor Demond Wilson's career. Wilson had co- 
starred as Redd Foxx's son on the hit TV series Sanford and 
Son and in the short-lived New Odd Couple and Baby, I'm 
Back. 

But for all his acumen, the SS Radin ran aground temporar¬ 
ily in 1975, when New York's attorney general filed a civil suit 
charging that Radin routinely pocketed 75 percent or more of 
police benefit proceeds. Radin denied the accusation and the 
matter was resolved when he agreed to stop organizing police 
fund-raisers in New York State. It may have been then that he 
decided to show up the establishment. 

In any case, Radin reportedly sidestepped the local restric¬ 
tion by arguing that police agencies were labor unions and not 
charities. Therefore, no one could claim he was bilking police 
widows and children. And so the beat went on. 

Show business blood flowed through Radin's veins since 
birth. His mother, Renee, was an ex-showgirl and his father, 
"Broadway Al" Radin, owned speakeasies and nightclubs dur¬ 
ing New York City's golden age. Al Radin's connections cut 
across the New York scene. When his parents divorced, Roy 
Radin lived with his father in Florida for a time. He later 
dropped out of high school to create a traveling show which 
starred the venerable J. Fred Muggs, the chimpanzee who ca¬ 
vorted with Dave Garroway during the early days of NBC's 
Today show. 

From that Darwinian genesis, Radin evolved into rock mu¬ 
sic production, theatrical management and the nomadic 
vaudeville extravaganzas which made him a millionaire by the 
age of twenty-five. 

But success went to Radin's head; badly. His world spun 
erratically through a galaxy of parties, drugs, overindulgence, 
big spending and oft-observed cruelty to women. On one sadis¬ 
tic weekend at Ocean Castle, Radin's guests were invited to 
pack dog collars and leashes in their overnight bags—and not 
because he was hosting the Suffolk County Kennel Club either. 



541 


A Call to Copco 

A local merchant on Hampton Road was puzzled by the num¬ 
ber of people who stopped by to stock up for canine capers. 

The bicoastal Radin maintained offices in New York and on 
Sunset Boulevard in Los Angeles, City of Fallen Angels. Back 
and forth he shuttled, his jet-set life an amalgam of cham¬ 
pagne, coke, women, limos and lechery. As the power trip and 
drugs took him over, Radin sank ever deeper into depravity. 
He became a glassy-eyed caricature of the 1930s Hollywood 
mogul, strutting through Southampton—bodyguards in tow— 
flaunting a devilish black cape and twirling a cane. 

Water has been known to seek its own level. Radin counted 
among his many friends one Paul Hill,* a wealthy Manhattan 
heir whose town house was nicknamed "the Nursery" because 
he was passionately attracted to pubescent girls; a trait he 
shared with a certain law enforcement official and with John 
Carr and the Sam cult—to whom the rape of a young girl was 
a sacred satanic symbol. 

Hill had a special technique. He'd hook the kids on dope to 
ensure their dependency on him. There may be some justice, 
for it appears that Hill himself became a junkie by 1985; bitten 
by his own snake. 

But Hill wasn't the only Radin associate to ferment in a vile 
vat. Radin's guests and parties became wilder and seedier. Vid¬ 
eotapes reigned. On one occasion, a local delivery boy told of 
seeing biker types, baring knives and guns, prowling the halls 
of Ocean Castle. Standing tall at center stage, the youth re¬ 
ported, was Radin. The story meshed with what Vinny said 
much earlier about elements of the cult crowd dropping by the 
mansion now and then. 

As Radin and his companions regressed, the power-obsessed 
Radin began questing for the ultimate thrill, and the infor¬ 
mants maintained he found it in the ultimate evil. 

By the end of 1982, Radin's marriage to Toni Fillet was 
done, RIP'd after barely more than a year. Ocean Castle was 
up for sale, and Radin was pondering a move into Manhattan 
or out to L.A. We now had an alleged leader in sight, and the 
information I'd compiled did nothing but strengthen the infor¬ 
mants' statements. But it wasn't enough. Without corroborat¬ 
ing evidence to arrest him, there was nothing anybody could 
do but wait and watch. 

And in light of the history of the case, we were sure the 
volcano would erupt again sooner or later. 
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The outside world wasn't on hold while the Radin investiga¬ 
tion progressed. On May 8, 1982, tragedy struck once more. 
On the fourth anniversary of David Berkowitz's guilty pleas, 
his chief counsel at the time, Leon Stem, was shot to death 
when he and his wife apparently surprised two burglars who 
broke into their Roslyn Harbor, Long Island, home. 

Returning from an evening out, Stem, fifty-six, and his wife, 
Laura, were jumped in their garage. Mrs. Stem was taken 
upstairs and bound, but Stern was killed when he struggled for 
an intruder's gun. 

Berkowitz had spoken to attorney Harry Lipsig four months 
earlier, and now his own former lawyer was murdered. Be¬ 
cause of that fact and the date of the shooting, those probing 
the Son of Sam case kept a watchful eye on the Stem matter. 
Two Queens men were subsequently arrested by Nassau 
County police, and from all appearances Stern was indeed 
killed by burglars. Still, it marked the violent death of yet 
another person closely tied to the .44 case. 

At about this same time, Lipsig and 1 became targets of an 
intended smear campaign by the Church of Scientology. The 
shifty cult was unnerved because one of its mid-level counsel¬ 
ors, Michael Carr, was linked to the case—although no public 
disclosure of his involvement had been made. The group also 
feared that Lipsig and 1 intended to lay responsibility for the 
.44 murders at its doors. 

The Church, of course, didn't know that Berkowitz termed 
the Sam cult a violent Scientology offshoot, or that he pos¬ 
sessed the telephone number of their Florida headquarters, the 
Fort Harrison Hotel in Clearwater, or that I knew the Borrelli 
letter's allusion to victims as "fair game" was a lift from Scien¬ 
tology founder L. Ron Hubbard's notorious "Fair Game" 
memo on the treatment of enemies. That phrase, I was sure, 
was courtesy of Michael Carr. 

But from the available evidence, Scientology itself wasn't 
involved in the .44 killings. An offspring wasn't a parent, and 
we viewed the phone number as evidence of Berkowitz's link 
to Michael Carr, who had been to Clearwater. 

It was true that the Church was fertile ground from which a 
devious member could pluck recruits for the satanic move¬ 
ment. It was true that the Process sprang from Scientology 
when the DeGrimstons set sail on their own. It was true that 
Charles Manson, before the Tate-La Bianca murders, received 
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Scientology counseling from a fellow inmate in a federal prison 
in the mid-sixties. And it was true that Berkowitz's named 
accomplice Michael Carr was a Scientologist. 

But beyond those links, there was nothing with which to 
accuse the group of complicity. But that didn't stop Scientol¬ 
ogy from plotting against Lipsig and me. Only I found out 
about it. 

Harry and I weren't the first citizens of Smear City. The 
FBI had an extensive file on the group's activities and raided 
its Los Angeles and Washington, D.C., headquarters in July 
1977. In the aftermath, nine Scientologists pleaded guilty to 
one count each of either conspiracy to burglarize or obstruc¬ 
tion of justice. Mary Sue Hubbard, wife of L. Ron Hubbard, 
was among the guilty. She was sentenced to five years in prison 
and fined $10,000 for obstructing justice. 

In 1984, a New York Times report on the cult stated it was 
"long a subject of government investigation." The article fur¬ 
ther said: "Several former officials of the church who were 
disenchanted with [L. Ron Hubbard] had admitted helping 
him divert more than $100 million in church funds to foreign 
bank accounts." 

Scientology isn't a religion based on worship of any god. 
Rather, it holds that one can discover inner peace through self- 
awareness and a counseling program known as "auditing." 
Budding Scientologists will sometimes pay up to three hun¬ 
dred dollars an hour for auditing, during which a "counselor" 
gauges their responses to life questions through a device called 
an E-Meter. The process purports to enhance one's ability to 
soul-search. 

And according to the former officials, it also enhances the 
ability to control large foreign bank accounts. 

Author Paulette Cooper, whose book title The Scandal of 
Scientology’ speaks for itself, was targeted for an intelligence 
operation, as was Boston attorney Michael Flynn, who sued 
the Church at least twenty times on behalf of former members. 
"He was our number one enemy. We were always trying to set 
up an operation against Michael," former Scientology official 
Laurel Sullivan told the Times. 

In 1980, the Miami Herald published a comprehensive 
report which found that Scientology orchestrated smear cam¬ 
paigns and employed other covert tactics to gain a strong foot¬ 
hold in Clearwater. "A wing of the church had undertaken a 
systematic program of spying and burglary that went on for 
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years," reporter John Dorschner wrote. Reporters for the St. 
Petersburg, Florida, Times, the Clearwater Sun and other pub¬ 
lications also have investigated the group. 

Geoff Shervell. Dick Storey. Debbie Ward. If exposure ren¬ 
ders intelligence operatives useless, then those three Scientolo¬ 
gists may wish to short-circuit their E-Meters. Storey, in L.A., 
and Shervell and Ward in New York were among the Church 
members who plotted against Harry Lipsig and me. Scientol¬ 
ogy has its own spy network all right, and it is known as the 
Guardians. 

Through a confidential source, certain Scientology docu¬ 
ments fortuitously came into my possession in mid-1982. They 
are now in the hands of law enforcement, where they remain 
accessible to me. One thick folder immediately caught my at¬ 
tention. It was labeled "Lipsig Estimate," and it detailed the 
Church's plot of the month. 

Geoff Shervell, whose immigration status was unknown—he 
apparently is British—ran the operation out of New York, 
where Ward and others assisted him. Storey was the major 
honcho in L.A. 

In short, the cult feared that a major effort was underway to 
hang the Son of Sam murders on it, and that Lipsig also was 
going to employ the .44 connection as a weapon in another 
case he was handling against the Church. So they drew up a 
plan of action against Lipsig and me, designed to discredit us. 
They infiltrated Lipsig's large firm and removed legal docu¬ 
ments, interviewed the Carr family, and planned to utilize var¬ 
ious media contacts to blacken our reputations. 

Here are some excerpts from the report: 

Replacement of Terry. The idea is to have our friend 
replace Terry as the OL [main contact] for Lipsig. 

. . . Terry and Lipsig may be so closely involved 
together . . . that it would be dangerous to try to 
split them up. We may have to handle them as a team 
rather than two individuals. Notwithstanding, we 
should at least ... see if it is possible for our per¬ 
son [operative] to become indispensable to Lipsig in a 
greater degree than Maury Terry. This will be 
achieved by our person having more to offer Lipsig in 
the way of contacts in the religious field which is 
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what Lipsig is going to need ... to push this anti¬ 
cult attack. 

Expose on Terry: At some point we are going to 
have to do an expose on Terry and his false reports 
and do a hill invalidation of his investigation into 
this whole Berkowitz affair. He is the mouthpiece for 
Berkowitz and ... he has to be discredited. This 
would preferably be done off of their lines. The rea¬ 
son for this is obvious. If we do it, then we have such 
a vested interest that it will simply be our word 
against Maury Terry's, so some credible source will 
have to be found. This is something which should be 
researched immediately. 

Expose on Lipsig: This activity will also be condi¬ 
tional on his relationship with Terry. If they are re¬ 
ally tight, then we will have to expose them both 
together. . . . The value of this expose on Lipsig 
will be enhanced by any connection we can prove to 
any government agency and of course any psych 
agency. 

In another section, the following was written: 

Lipsig wants to connect Sen. to the Son of Sam case. 

He has depo'd Berkowitz who supposedly told him 
that there existed this death cult. Lipsig's connection 
is of course the fact that Michael Carr was a 
Scientologist and he is going to try to blow that out 
of proportion. 

It was heard that Lipsig told his secretary to note 
down that he wants to get supporting data that con¬ 
firms the identifying of the bodies of John and Mi¬ 
chael Carr. Lipsig says there are people who do not 
want this [civil suit against Berkowitz] to go to trial. 

The police commissioner is one. . . . 

... It was heard today that Berkowitz was raised 
a Jew but . . . was a born-again Christian. When 
giving the above data the secretary in Lipsig's office 
said it came from a Mr. Ter . . . She stopped in the 
middle of the guy's name. When asked if she meant 
Mr. Terry, she gave a "no" answer. 

The report also contained some twenty marked Son of Sam 
stories and an assessment: "There are press lines which can be 
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utilized to counter the Black PR Campaign [my articles and 
Lipsig's public comments]." 

So the Scientologists had friends in the media, probably se¬ 
cret members. Nice thought to contemplate. 

I immediately alerted Lipsig, who took steps on his end, and 
we were put on guard for the future. It would be too easy— 
and a mistake—to dismiss the Scientologists as merely para¬ 
noid. They are of much more concern than that, as anyone 
who has crossed swords with them can attest. 

I, and many others, endorse official efforts to root out any 
illegal activities conducted by this so-called Church. I regard 
the group as an abhorrent stain on the American landscape—a 
mind-bending cult of which parents and educators should be 
aware, and to which young people should give the widest berth 
possible. 

As 1983 bowed in, the Son of Sam investigation was still 
focused in New York. In Minot, Jeff Nies and Mike Knoop 
remained alert, but activity there all but ceased because the 
prime players had left Ward County. Lieutenant Terry Gard¬ 
ner was gone from the Sheriffs Department to new work in 
corporate security. From Santa Clara, Sergeant Ken Kahn 
called periodically to learn what he could about Manson II's 
identity. My correspondence with Vinny and Danny contin¬ 
ued, and John Santucci's office in Queens remained frustrated 
by the refusal of Berkowitz or another participant to turn 
state's evidence. 

In January, producer Frank Anthony, who coordinated the 
several What's Happening, America? programs in 1981, asked 
if I'd do an update on a special documentary, "The War 
Within," which would be hosted by prominent attorney F. Lee 
Bailey. The syndicated hour-long show, which would air in 
June, would highlight the Son of Sam and Atlanta child 
murders cases. I readily agreed and we started production. 

Roy Radin's role and the larger scope of the case would 
remain secret, but I consented to allude to a 1981 Manhattan 
murder without naming Sisman or releasing any particulars. 
That part of the report would be picked up by the wire ser¬ 
vices, along with Santucci's restated comments on the con¬ 
spiracy's existence. 

In early February, after months of persuasion, Vinny con¬ 
sented to make a formal statement about Radin to authorities. 
In my presence, he recited the tale for three hours. 
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Two months later, Roy Radin told his half sister, Diane 
Dorr, that he had to vacate the New York scene for a time. 
"I'm going away for a while. I have to go away," she quoted 
him as saying. "He was very strange about it." 

Shortly afterward, John Santucci and I met in his office to 
discuss the matter of Roy Radin, lord of Southampton. 

"I have nothing to base a warrant on," the DA explained. 
"Vinny says the tape allegedly was made/or Radin, but I can't 
tell a judge we have evidence it's in that damned mansion of 
his. We don't know where it's supposed to be. And no one says 
Radin was a direct participant. He wasn't at any crime scenes, 
or even at any of these meetings in Westchester and wherever 
else." 

"That's true," I reluctantly agreed. "He's insulated himself 
pretty well. This James Camaro was at crime scenes, but we 
can't find him. Everyone else he's talked about is real, so I'm 
sure Camaro is, too. It'd obviously help if we had the exact 
name, but we don't." 

"What about this real estate lawyer?" Santucci asked. 

"Several possibles, but no one we can say for sure. That 
church up there existed, but the witch who was in it is long 
gone." 

"I've got nothing but problems with this case," Santucci 
complained. "I'd give anything to be able to convene a grand 
jury, but my hands are tied. I know you don't like that, and 
you don't want to accept it—but it's true. 1 still need indepen¬ 
dent corroboration or firsthand testimony from Berkowitz or 
someone else." 

"Vinny and Danny said they'd testify," I tried. 

"Not good enough. Whatever they say may be golden, but it 
would still net out as hearsay in a courtroom." 

"So what in hell do we do about Radin?" 

"We wait. I can't do anything about him right now. At this 
moment, he's untouchable." 

No, he wasn't. 

Roy Radin disappeared on Friday, the thirteenth of May, in 
Los Angeles—said to be the home of the Sam cult's national 
headquarters. 

It took a week for the news to trickle out, but when it did 
chaos ruled the lives of those immersed in the investigation. 
For days, my phone rang off the hook as contacts and sources 
called to find out if 1 knew anything. From Dannemora, Vinny 
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wrote: "Tell me, when a person dies, to whom does he be¬ 
queath his videotape collection? Remember the meeting? They 
asked if 1 thought they could just go put handculfs on a mil¬ 
lionaire. I'll bet even he wishes they did so now." 

Vinny had pronounced Radin dead, but officially he'd just 
vanished into thin air. My own initial fear was a four-letter 
word spelled 1-e-a-k. John Carr, Michael Carr and now Radin. 
They had one thing in common: their names were handed to 
authorities shortly before they died or disappeared. Queens 
had nothing to do with the prior information on the Carrs, and 
Brooklyn didn't know about Radin. So a leak wouldn't have 
sprung from the prosecution. But prosecutors' offices routinely 
deal with police. So if there had been a leak, I reasoned some 
police agency would have been the source. 

Slowly, sketchy details of the disappearance became known. 
Radin had been on the Coast working on a movie deal with 
producer Bob Evans—friend of Roman Polanski et al. On the 
night of the thirteenth Radin entered a limousine outside Hol¬ 
lywood's Regency Hotel with a woman named Elaine Jacobs, 
whom East Coast papers dubbed a "mystery woman." An un¬ 
easy Radin had asked actor Demond Wilson, armed with a 
handgun, to trail them. 

Wilson followed the limo for a time, but said that another 
car moved between them on Sunset Boulevard and that he lost 
both vehicles in traffic. Radin and Jacobs were supposed to 
have dinner at the La Scala restaurant, but they never made it. 
Or at least Radin didn't. 

Jacobs told two stories about what happened. First, she 
claimed she and Radin argued and he left the limo on Sunset. 
Next, she said it was she who got out of the car after the 
heated discussion. 

He hadn't been seen since. 

Radin's 1983 dealings with both Jacobs and Evans were 
sparked by a film Evans wanted to produce: The Cotton Club. 
Short of cash, Evans, whom Jacobs allegedly introduced to 
Radin, agreed to enter into a partnership with the Southamp¬ 
ton squire, who said he could raise $35 million to finance The 
Cotton Club and two subsequent projects. 

Through a spokesman, Evans told the New York Post that 
there wasn't any deal with Radin. That wasn't true. On April 
26, seventeen days before Radin disappeared, he and Evans 
signed a contract which allocated to each a 45 percent share of 
The Cotton Club and the subsidiary projects. The remaining 10 



A Call to Copco 549 

percent was assigned to Puerto Rican banker Jose Alagria, 
whose government was to provide Radin's contribution. 

In other words, since inking the contract Evans no longer 
had controlling interest in his own project. 

"I couldn't believe Evans signed it," Alagria later told New 
York magazine. "I told Roy, 'The day will come when this guy 
realizes he's not in control.'" 

For her part, the dark-haired, thirty-seven-year-old Jacobs, 
also known as Elaine Delayne and Karen Goodman, formerly 
was romantically linked with reputed Miami cocaine king Mi¬ 
lan Bellechasses. Jacobs was promised a $50,000 finder's fee 
from Radin on the Cotton Club deal. But she suspected that 
Radin was somehow involved in the alleged theft of eleven to 
sixteen kilos of cocaine from her rented home in Sherman 
Oaks, California, an L.A. suburb. Jacobs allegedly believed 
that Radin had conspired with her dope runner, Talmadge 
(Tally) Rogers, who hadn't been seen since the purported rip- 
off occurred in March. 

So there it stood. Evans, Jacobs, drug deals, Hollywood 
films and a missing Roy Radin. 

At 11 AM on June 10, beekeeper Glen Fischer entered a 
desolate, dusty canyon some sixty miles north of L.A. On this 
warm morning, Fischer was searching for a suitable location to 
set up his hives. Down a rutted, dirt path he walked into the 
yawning hole known as Caswell Canyon. To his right, a dried 
creek bed blanched in the blistering June sun. Sagebrush, tum¬ 
bleweed and desert foliage splashed patches of color on the 
grainy, hilly landscape, and clumps of hardy trees flaunted 
their green resilience to the sizzling sky. 

At his feet, Fischer noted fragments of shattered clay 
targets; someone had used the area for skeet practice. Whoever 
it was, the beekeeper thought, didn't belong to any Hollywood 
rod and gun club. Nobody but a desert rat would know about 
this forsaken place. Behind him to the west, Fischer faintly 
heard the infrequent whiz of a passing car on Highway 5. 

To reach the canyon, one drove an hour north from L.A. 
and exited Route 5 at Hungry Valley Road. Turning east, a 
driver would then swing north again to traverse the dead-end 
Copco Canyon service road, which paralleled the highway be¬ 
fore abruptly ending at a metal barrier. 

Beyond the rail, hidden behind a small thicket of under¬ 
brush, lay the narrow dirt road on which the beekeeper now 
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walked. The path could be negotiated by car—but only by 
someone who knew it existed in the first place. 

Several hundred yards into the canyon, a hot breeze filled 
Fischer's nostrils with an unfamiliar, pungent aroma some¬ 
what akin to flavored pipe tobacco. Across the creek bed, 
Fischer noticed a large green shrub, which looked almost like 
a wide fir tree. It was thick; its full branches hugged the 
ground, and tall grass further hid its base from view. The bee¬ 
keeper thought he saw something on the earth beside the 
shrub. 

Crossing the dry creek, Fischer hopped up the south bank 
and walked eight feet to the dense branches. Looking down, he 
saw it. 

It was dressed in a dark blue suit, and a vest, dress shirt and 
tie. Four buttons were torn from the vest and two from the 
shirt, which was laid open. The suit's front pockets were 
turned out. Someone had removed the identification from 
whatever this had been. 

It was lying on its back. A Gucci loafer remained on the 
right foot; the other shoe was next to the body. The left hand 
was raised upward, grotesquely grabbing a low branch of the 
shrub. The body was mummified, and there was a large hole 
where the front of the skull should have been. Beetles swarmed 
in the hollow stomach cavity. 

It was, the horrified Fischer saw, the shriveled, baking 
corpse of what was once a large, well-dressed man. Now its 
weight was a mere sixty-nine pounds, and it languished in the 
moisture of its own fluids, which still seeped into the earth 
beneath it. Fischer now knew what the bittersweet odor was. 

It was Roy Radin. 

"We're going to the Coast," I excitedly told Georgiana. 
"We've got our week at Fire Island and we'll go right from the 
beach to the airport. Ted Gunderson is expecting us in L.A., 
and he's arranging a meeting with the Sheriffs Homicide peo¬ 
ple." 

"I'm already packing two wardrobes," she said, laughing. "I 
knew there was no way you'd stay home on this one." 

Vinny knew it, too. He wrote: 

When you go to the coast, look out for souvenirs. 
Understand? You know what to look for, even if ev¬ 
eryone else doesn't. Look for those signs we've dis- 
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cussed in the past [ritual objects at crime scenes]. 
And if you get to view anything about the dead Fly¬ 
ing Monster, see if you can identify any marks, etc. 
Comprende? 

The question 1 pose to you is this—they know the 
victim, but do they realize what people were hunting 
for? It involves movies—videotapes. That I've veri¬ 
fied for sure. In October 1981 they acted to preserve 
those tapes. I'm not sure yet if this was purely over 
that—there could be other motives, too—but from 
every source I have, it's about the things we're inter¬ 
ested in. And it definitely involved the same cast of 
actors. 

It's just a hunch, but I say Manson II, or Frank, if 
that's his name. I believe this was his pet assignment. 
Do you honestly think the Flying Monster traveled 
all the way to the Sunshine State and didn't visit any 
of his old acquaintances? Well, if he didn't plan to, 
they certainly did plan on visiting him. 

Bleed the coast for all you can. I'm glad the East is 
staying out. Because you can probably get info from 
the West that they don't even realize is valuable. It's 
the SUBTLE things we need—they will break this 
thing eventually. 

Maury, when will they learn that I've only told the 
truth? Yes, it sounds fantastic—but so many true 
things sound fantastic. Let's see—what number vic¬ 
tim is this now? One by one, everyone is disappear¬ 
ing. You know, in another two years there won't be 
anyone left to capture. 

Except for Manson II. Do you realize that L.A. is 
now the hottest place in this investigation? I'd say 
the hottest people left are Manson II, Camaro and 
Mr. Real Estate. Camaro seems to be nowhere. [Mr.] 
RE is there, but nobody seems to be able to put their 
finger on him yet. 

Ironic, people are dropping like flies around me. 
I'm not Houdini. 1 can't predict deaths in advance by 
magic. We've both paid a high price in years of effort 
and frustration. I'm sick and tired of handing gems 
to assholes and watching them bury it in bureau¬ 
cratic inanities. 

You will note I'm as humble and soft-spoken as 
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ever. When you go, listen very closely and look for 
ties. This one was kept tight. Seems to have been a 
surprise to all as it came down. Except for one inter¬ 
esting bit of info—seems a certain person [Radin] 
was advised very heavily against a vacation to that 
place. 

So, it was "about the things we're interested in," Vinny 
wrote. Drugs, big money and, somewhere in the picture—a 
videotape or movie. Perhaps, as he suggested, several motives 
converged at once. And once I heard that Radin was dealing 
with Bob Evans, 1 immediately wondered if the "Dale Evans" 
Vinny had referred to in his 1981 letter had been identified. 

The week at Fire Island was a good one. All the old friends 
were there, including George Austin, who'd moved across the 
walk to share a home with Martin and Pat Burke. Coinciden¬ 
tally, Marty Burke was a close friend of Joe Walsh, a writer I 
knew well from Westchester. Walsh had summered in the 
Hamptons for years and heard the stories about Radin and 
Ocean Castle. 

"He was something of a local legend for his weirdness out 
there," he said. "All sorts of bizarre nonsense was supposed to 
be going on. Some Hamptons people knew about it. And now 
he got his." 

And we were going to try to find out why. Just as impor¬ 
tantly, we were going to see if the still-unidentified Manson II 
might have participated in the killing. 

I had a description of Manson II, and 1 also knew he would 
somehow trace back to the original Charles Manson—he 
would appear somewhere in the Manson "family" or in the 
show business or drug circles Manson himself inhabited. And 
perhaps we'd find out for whom Manson "volunteered" to 
commit the Tate murders—and why. 

It was an almost impossible mission, but we had to try. In 
that, I was fortunate to have the assistance of Ted Gunderson. 
The gray-haired, fifty-two-year-old Gunderson was a retired 
FBI senior special agent in charge. Before leaving the Bureau, 
he'd headed offices in Dallas, Philadelphia and elsewhere be¬ 
fore assuming command of some eight hundred agents in 
southern California. After retiring in 1979, he opened a suc¬ 
cessful private investigation agency in L.A. 

Through producer Frank Anthony, Gunderson and 1 had 
earlier made contact by telephone. And now Roy Radin was 
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murdered on Ted's home turf. In that respect, I was lucky: the 
highly qualified Gunderson was willing to assist the investiga¬ 
tion for no fee. He knew what was at stake. 

Aboard a Pan Am flight on Sunday afternoon, July 17, I 
busied myself with notes on the case while Georgiana watched 
a film. Our plan was to spend three days in L.A. before driving 
up the coast to Monterey; then to Stanford University in Palo 
Alto on the Arlis Perry case; and on into San Francisco for a 
long weekend of relaxation. I had a feeling we'd need it. 

We touched down at L.A. International at about 7 PM 
With a waiting rental car, we were but a short drive from the 
Marina International Hotel in Marina Del Rey, a few blocks 
from Venice Beach and the rolling Pacific. Stepping from the 
terminal into the gathering dusk, I was struck by the thought 
that the man whose murder we were probing had walked 
through those same doors for the last time two months before. 

"Welcome to L.A.," 1 said to Georgiana. "We're right back 
where all this lunacy really began in the late sixties. And now 
it's gone across the damned country and come home again." 

"And so have we," she answered. 

Sliding our luggage into the back of the car, we pulled into 
light traffic on Lincoln Boulevard as we drove north toward 
the Marina. "I can't help thinking about Manson II, the dead¬ 
liest of all of them," I said, pointing toward the hazy L.A. 
skyline to the east. 

"He's right around us now, either somewhere over there in 
the city or in one of these suburbs along the coast. Venice, the 
Marina, Santa Monica, Torrance, Manhattan Beach. Some¬ 
where here. Damn, the whole freaking headquarters or what¬ 
ever is here." 

"What do you suppose that is?" Georgiana asked, as the 
Beach Boys' "I Get Around" piped from the car radio, making 
me wish it was the summer of '64 again. "Do you think it's an 
old church or a private club or house?" 

"Yeah, one of the three. None of the informants knew 
which." 

It was twilight and the colors and sounds of Marina Del Rey 
beckoned us. 

"It's beautiful here," 1 said. "Thousands of boats, great res¬ 
taurants, and right off the ocean. The hotel is also done with a 
nautical flair." 
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"Some of these places look familiar," Georgiana noticed. 
"They use this area a lot for TV backdrops, don't they?" 

"Yeah, they do. Hey, after we check in and eat, let's hit the 
beach and walk a little. In the Atlantic this morning and the 
Pacific tonight—bicoastal beach bums. Tomorrow's time 
enough to worry about Radin. Ted's coming for breakfast at 
nine and we've got the cops at eleven." 

"And we're going out to the scene, right?" 

"Absolutely. That area's got to be searched. I'm sure the 
cops will give us directions." 

"You're into the upper levels of this now," Georgiana re¬ 
marked. "The TV show worked fine, and you were still able to 
keep this part out." 

"We had to. There'd be no way of getting anywhere at all on 
this otherwise. Nobody knows a damn thing, so we're going to 
be able to sneak in the back door here." 

I refrained from bringing up the fear factor. Secrecy about 
Radin and Manson 11 also helped us sleep better, and was 
especially important now that we'd landed in Manson IPs 
backyard. He had no reason to be worried about us, and that's 
the way I wanted to keep it—particularly since the previous 
month's TV report also aired in L.A. I was certain he and his 
friends had seen it. 

Later, after a quiet dinner of prawns and shrimp Louie at a 
seaside restaurant in Venice, we wandered the darkened beach. 
Beside us, the Pacific waves crested majestically and slapped 
the shore. 

"I've got to thank Berkowitz for this someday," 1 said. "It's 
a perfect night in a perfect spot. Finally, they've done a crime 
that didn't take me out to Minot or to another of those godfor¬ 
saken max prisons in the wilds of New York State. Maybe I'll 
ask him if they have another branch in Tahiti." 

"You like to joke your way through these things," Georgi¬ 
ana chided. "But you're just trying to play Mr. Cool. This is 
probably the most important trip of the whole case." 

"Which case? You know how many killings we've had to 
look into? But yeah, this trip may be for the whole enchilada." 

I stopped walking and gestured toward the invisible inland 
hills. "Just think, we've now got a real Hollywood drama— 
and shot on location, too." 

"Very funny." Georgiana laughed weakly. "It's after two 
AM in New York—I think your jets are lagging." 
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"Screw it. 1 really do know how important these next few 
days are. It's been a long haul; so many people have come and 
gone. The case kept moving and we kept moving with it. We've 
got Gerry Buckhout left and Hank Cinotti and Joe Basteri, 
and Mike Novotny when he can do it." 

"And Santucci," Georgiana added. 

"Ah, yes. Those people are prosecutors and they think like 
prosecutors. They're worried about the courtroom, which is 
their job. The rest of us think in terms of the investigation 
itself. The hunt. Queens is still waiting on somebody to turn. 
I'm not of a mind to count on that, and I've got no jurisdic¬ 
tional boundaries to be concerned with either. Maybe we can 
make something happen our way. And so here we are in Cali¬ 
fornia, lady." 

"Queens knows we're here, don't they?" 

"Yeah, they knew we were coming out two days after we 
did. I told Tom McCarthy. They just said good luck and want 
to be filled in when we get back. For a while McCarthy had 
thoughts of coming with us." 

"Well, let's just hope something happens out of this week," 
Georgiana said. "Ted'll be here early. Let's call it a night. I 
think we're both exhausted." 

We hiked back to the car, which was parked at the end of 
the nearly deserted Washington Street. Dishes clinked through 
the open windows of restaurant kitchens as clean-up crews 
drew the curtain on another night. Two Chicanos on Harleys 
lingered in front of a convenience store and gulls picked at 
discarded french files in the gutter. 

It was almost tomorrow. 

The coming days would make a difference. But no one could 
have anticipated that a stark, unnerving confirmation of what 
force was behind Roy Radin's murder would be discovered in 
less than seventy-two hours. 

The Ultimate Evil had risen from the depths of the River 
Styx and struck once again. 
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"It's a long trail of murders, and all that's gone down before is 
why we've come three thousand miles to be here today," 1 said 
quietly. "They're all dead. Radin, Sisman, the Carr brothers, 
and more. And all were linked to this setup before they went 
down. In that context, the Radin case wouldn't appear to be 
an isolated event." 

To one side, a file cabinet marked "Hillside Strangler" 
caught my eye. It was 11:15 AM on a sunny Monday, July 18, 
1983, in the offices of Sheriffs Homicide in downtown Los 
Angeles' Hall of Justice. Around a back-room table. Detective 
Sergeants Carlos Avila and Willie Ahn listened and asked 
questions as we laid out the Radin scenario as we knew it to 
be. The husky, tanned Ted Gunderson, conservatively dressed 
in the manner of his former profession, had placed his mini¬ 
recorder between us. Avila and Ahn, who were working the 
Radin case, took longhand notes. 

"We're aware you didn't come all this way on a lark," Avila 
said, smiling. It was five weeks after Radin's body was found, 
and the forty-eight-year-old investigator knew well that the 
probe was a difficult one. "Tell us what you've got on this 
Manson II or Frank, if that's his name." 

"My prison people think he may have had a hand in this. 
And it makes sense that he would. He was their star shooter, 
he's from this area, and their so-called headquarters is sup¬ 
posed to be here, too." 

"Do you know where?" 

"Not exactly. I was just told it was somewhere in Venice." 

"That's a likely spot." Willie Ahn nodded. The dark-haired 
detective was middle-aged and of Asian descent. "Lots of 
strange characters there." 

"I think we want your help on all this as much as we hope- 
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Hilly can fill in a couple of blanks for you, at least in a back¬ 
ground sense," 1 explained. 

For two hours, the various cases were discussed. The talk 
was of Hollywood films, drug deals; of Ronald Sisman, Berko- 
witz; of Christine Freund; of Arlis Perry's killing up the coast 
at Stanford. 

"So the NYPD never told you Radin and Sisman were bud¬ 
dies?" 

"No, and we were back there, too," Avila replied. 

"That doesn't surprise me. Well, Sisman was dealing coke 
and the dope came from Colombia through the Miami area, 
and you've got Miami links in this case. I know there's a lot of 
coke out of Miami, but there may be a round-robin. My prison 
people say the same cast of characters appear all over this 
picture in one way or another—and they haven't been shown 
to be wrong yet." 

"You said there was heroin, too?" Willie Ahn asked. 

"That may be somebody else's whom Radin knew. Maybe 
some organized crime link. Hawaii." 

"Sounds right. There's a lot of Asian heroin," Ahn an¬ 
swered. 

Ted pulled out a copy of Vinny's note on the Hawiian opera¬ 
tion and read off some addresses. 

"Yeah," Ahn said. "That hospital is real and so is that office 
complex." 

"That's what 1 mean," 1 interjected. "We've been dealing 
with confirmations up and down the line on this." 

I then gave the detectives a copy of Vinny's coded "jet set" 
prison notes. "These were written before Sisman's murder. I 
think you'll see a familiar name or two in there." 

"Yep." Avila nodded, and passed the paper to Ahn. 

"And he also saw a private photo of Radin with some 
woman. Here's her description." I showed Avila another let¬ 
ter. 

"That's Radin's ex, Toni Fillet," Avila said. "That fits her 
perfectly. And he saw a personal photo?" 

"Yeah. 1 saw Fillet's picture last year. 1 didn't think he was 
talking about her because of the hair color." 

"No, he's talking about her all right. Her hair comes out 
dark, but it's really blondish, like he says." 

"Well, he also says Berkowitz was at Radin's house once." 

"Is that so? That's interesting," Ahn replied. 

"We can't tell you who our suspects are," Avila said. "But 
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there is a small circle of people in L.A. connected to this case. 
But we have no idea if any of them are in a cult." 

"It probably doesn't matter as far as your case goes," Ted 
remarked. 

"No, it really doesn't," Avila answered. "We've got to get 
somebody first and then worry about what their other connec¬ 
tions may be." 

"There's a snuff film in here somewhere?" the soft-spoken 
Willie Ahn questioned. 

"Somewhere," 1 said. "But my people don't claim that's the 
only motive. And maybe they heard 'movies' and assumed it 
was the snuff tape but it was really The Cotton Club being 
referred to. That could be, too. But look, you've got drugs and 
big bucks all over this thing—and that's just like back in New 
York. And so is blowing somebody's head off—it's a favorite 
MO of theirs. And it's the same crew of people. And while you 
can have drugs without a cult, you will not have a cult without 
drugs." 

"1 think they know that," Ted offered. "What with Manson 
and all, you guys have seen your bizarre killings and cults." 

"1 don't know a lot about cults, but we do have 'em," Avila 
said. 

"These people do other things in the nine-to-five world," 1 
said. "And we're into the executive suite here, not the lower 
levels. Radin wasn't even in the Westchester cult itself, al¬ 
though some big-money people are into this satanic stuff 
We've already got links to Long Island money, and Radin 
dealt with the Westchester leaders and everybody did favors 
for everybody. 1 think we're suggesting, really, that there may 
have been a working alliance here like the informants said was 
set up in New York." 

"Radin might have known all about this headquarters here, 
and about this Manson 11 guy," Ted remarked. "But maybe 
not by name." 

Ahn agreed. 

"All this sounds familiar," I said. "Dope, big money, mur¬ 
der and upper-class links. We're just saying that when you look 
at suspects, you may very well be looking at cult-connected 
people and this Manson 11, or Frank or whoever he is." 

"But we don't know that yet," Avila said. 

"1 know. But you've got notes from prison there that are 
rather titillating, I'd say." 

"Right. They're interesting." 
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I then asked the detectives if they'd found anyone named 
Dale who was associated with Radin. The answer was no. 

"How long did Radin know Bob Evans? He had a coke bust, 
didn't he?" I then asked. 

"Yeah, he did. A few years ago," Avila answered. "He sup¬ 
posedly didn't meet Radin until early this year. Elaine Jacobs 
knew both of them and she allegedly put them together. And 
she apparently didn't meet Radin herself until early this year. 
Or Evans either. But she got an attorney and has refused to 
speak with us." 

"So who says she didn't know Evans all that long—Evans?" 

"Yeah." 

"I see. And who was this 'circle of people' you mentioned?" 

"They were people Lanie [Jacobs] knew." 

"Young guys—thirties?" 

"Some." 

"Can you give us any names?" 

"No, we can't do that," Avila said. 

"Is it possible a couple of those people could have known 
Radin or anybody else, too?" I asked. 

"Sure." Willie Ahn nodded. 

"Has anybody been cleared?" Ted Gunderson asked. 

"Not a one." 

We were all playing a subtle game, and we knew it. The 
police couldn't give up sensitive information on a very active 
investigation; nor did we expect them to. Our aim was to leam 
as much as we could to ascertain whether the cult shadow fell 
over the Radin case. All the signs were there; plus Vinny's 
formal statement was made shortly before Radin's death. And 
we hoped we might help the investigation by alerting the 
detectives to the bigger picture. 

The police were very clear on their position. First, an arrest; 
then they'd try to determine if cult connections existed. 

"I wish 1 had more on this Manson II—but it's just the 
description, a possible first name and the fact that he was sup¬ 
posed to be in Torrance as of two years ago," I said. "We 
assume he's still around because he's lived in this area for 
years." 

"But we've also got the Florida drug links with Radin's 
friend Sisman and with Jacobs, too," Ted said. "Those are 
common denominators. And so is the fact that Radin was 
wasted, that the headquarters is here, and that letter in code 
from the can—when was that written?" 
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"In 1981. About eighteen months before Radin literally 
went west." 

"This is all fine," Avila said. "But this cult thing has to be 
down the road." 

"Yes, we're with you there," 1 answered. "But don't you 
think Jacobs would have been incredibly stupid to have herself 
be the last person Radin was seen with? Hell, it'd be like set¬ 
ting herself up. Is it possible she was used, or just thought he 
was going to be leaned on—but it was murder instead?" 

"Yeah," Avila responded. "It's possible something else was 
going on, but sometimes people do dumb things, too. But I 
don't know since she's not talking to us." 

"Is she still alive?" 

"Yeah. She's still alive." 

"And Demond Wilson just lost that limo and a black car 
that was behind it?" Ted asked. 

"That's what he says," Avila replied. 

"We heard Jacobs had a kid by this Milan Bellechasses in 
Miami," I said. "If he's this coke king, do you think he'd set it 
up this way, putting the mother of his kid in the middle of it? 1 
mean, if the coke rip-off happened and was the motive, Radin 
could have been oiled on a street corner without involving 
Jacobs at all. So why go through this elaborate setup? A bless¬ 
ing may have been given, but I'd say 'local' on the actual 
setup." 

"That's a valid point," Gunderson agreed. "If there's big- 
time organized crime or something they could have hit him 
anywhere—but to use a woman?" 

"And why here and not back in New York?" I cut in. "And 
why a disappearance? Who had something to gain by a disap¬ 
pearance rather than a straight-out hit?" 

"These are things we're looking at, too," Ahn said. "But 
sometimes logic goes out the window. But without a body 
there's no homicide investigation." 

"O.K., but Radin's secretary—this Lawson guy—says Ra¬ 
din got calls that week saying he's got a big mouth and using 
the name Mike Scalese. Shit, no mob guy's going to do that 
using an Italian name." 

"We have no evidence of any OC [organized crime] involve¬ 
ment," Avila agreed. 

"Who did Radin fear enough to ask Wilson to tail the limo 
that night?" I asked. 
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"He wasn't afraid of Jacobs herself," Avila said. "But he 
didn't trust her local or Florida connections, or Evans." 

"Interesting." 

"That canyon's pretty far out in God's country," Ted stated. 
"Would Jacobs' friends you mentioned know about it?" 

"I'd say that's a good possibility," Avila answered. 

"Well, that's pretty relevant, isn't it?" Ted asked. "We'd like 
to go there. Can you show us how to find it?" 

"Be glad to," Avila replied, and drew a detailed map for us. 

"Was he shot there or dumped?" I asked. 

"There, but we can't go into why we know that." 

"So they take a live guy sixty miles. Even in the middle of 
the night, that's risky. Jeez, they didn't want him found," I 
said. 

"What was the weapon?" Ted wanted to know. 

"Large-gauge shotgun," said Ahn. 

We had learned from sources in New York that Radin would 
sometimes drop from sight for a couple of weeks without tell¬ 
ing anyone where he was. We mentioned that if someone used 
that knowledge, then someone who knew Radin or his quirks 
might have been involved. I also noted that the New York 
prison sources said Radin was warned not to travel to Los 
Angeles. 

"I've got that in writing," I said. 

"That's a pretty good pipeline," Avila answered. "But you 
don't mean the actual killers knew his habits?" 

"Not necessarily. But whoever set it up may have been able 
to find that out. Maybe they already knew it, or maybe they 
had someone in Radin's camp. And then a disappearance 
would work for someone's advantage, maybe for a reason be¬ 
yond the fact that there's no homicide investigation without a 
body. At least that's how we see it. But who the hell knows?" 

"We'll have to wait and see," Avila said. 

It was time to go. The meeting was cordial, the detectives as 
helpful as possible under the circumstances. Police like to take 
information, not give it, so we had to do most of the talking. 
Nonetheless, we learned some valuable facts, some of which 
were hidden in what wasn't said. And besides Manson II, we 
named another individual—whose name we did know—as a 
suspect, and still another as a possible suspect. 

Ted rose, and I nodded at Georgiana, who, except for a few 
pleasant exchanges with the police, silently observed the ses¬ 
sion. 
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"We don't want to complicate this," Ted said at the door. 
"Dope and Hollywood deals are legit motives, and our snuff 
film thing is probably secondary. But it could be the infor¬ 
mants meant 'movies.' Regardless, we're on exactly the same 
path. We just think your actual triggermen are cult-connected 
and into an arrangement here like there was in New York." 

"We appreciate the information," Avila replied, and then we 
were gone, emerging into the hot afternoon in downtown L.A. 
Gunderson couldn't accompany us to the crime scene. He had 
a 3 PM flight to Denver to testify in a case there, but said he'd 
be back to have dinner with us the next night. 

"Then we can hit the canyon on Wednesday—how's that?" 
he asked. 

"We're leaving that morning and taking the coast highway 
up to Monterey; and Copco is inland. So we'll go up now and 
you can get there whenever you can, O.K.?" 

Ted consented, and we said goodbye. 

After changing into casual clothing back at the hotel, we 
found our way to Route 5, heading north. Beyond the San 
Fernando Valley the terrain turned stark and craggy as we 
climbed into the mountains. Passing Magic Mountain and the 
picturesque Pyramid Lake, we finally rolled on to the isolated 
Hungry Valley Road exit. 

With Avila's map in hand, we skirted the barrier at the end 
of Copco Canyon Road, bounced across the brush and slowly 
turned onto the suddenly visible dirt path. Three-tenths of a 
mile in, we spied the tall, thick shrub across the dried creek 
bed and stopped the gray Citation wagon. The late-day sun 
was searing; there wasn't a hint of breeze; and Glen Fischer's 
new hives stood but fifty yards from the car. The steady dron¬ 
ing of thousands of bees was the only sound we heard. 

"This is the eeriest place in the world," Georgiana whis¬ 
pered. "And what a site for a cult to meet." 

"Yeah, 1 was thinking that, too. We'll get out of here as fast 
as we can and try not to disturb those damned bees." 

The sickly-sweet smell of death still lingered, and we crossed 
the creek bed to the shrub. Circling around it, we suddenly 
looked down at a large damp spot by the outer branches. It 
was where the body had festered for nearly a month. 

"I wasn't expecting to see this," Georgiana slowly said. 

"Yeah," I replied. "After him for so long and we finally 
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meet up like this in a barren inferno three thousand miles from 
home." 

"It's horrible. It's like he's still here," she said quietly, avert¬ 
ing her eyes from the ground and staring apprehensively into 
the canyon, where the droning bees hummed a winged eulogy. 

"Yes, still here . . . only the dead can't die," 1 answered, 
and turned away, Radin's presence now a very real emotion. 

Scanning the immediate area, I noticed a small bush a few 
feet to the right of where the body had been. Some of its stems 
were freshly clipped. 

"The cops took something from here," 1 said, and dug into 
the branches. 1 came up with clumps of Radin's brown hair. 

"Here's how they knew he wasn't dumped. He got it at 
ground level right here." 

Georgiana cringed. 

For the next hour, ever mindful of the swarming bees, we 
searched the area, looking for the cult signs to which Vinny 
alerted me or for other evidence. There were numerous weath¬ 
ered, circular clay targets—mostly shattered—which we later 
established were no longer manufactured. We also found sev¬ 
eral duck-pheasant shotgun shell casings. 

"Target practice," I said. "With shotguns. So Radin got it 
with a shotgun in a place that was known by people who prac¬ 
ticed with shotguns." 

Near our car, we found a broken taillight we later deter¬ 
mined came from a 1974 Volkswagen. "Maybe them; maybe 
not. But two cars bumped here not long ago. No rust or corro¬ 
sion." 

"Only somebody who knew this place could ever find it," 
Georgiana offered. "They sure didn't come up in that limou¬ 
sine or just stumble into here from the highway." 

"Right on both counts." 

Finally, we'd had enough. With the wafting scent of death, 
the humming bee chorus and the desolation, the canyon made 
us uneasy. We took some final photos and, dry and dusty, 
drove back to Marina Del Rey. The next day we relaxed, did 
some sightseeing and joined Ted Gunderson and his daughter 
for dinner at the Marina. 

"Bob Duffy and I will go up to the canyon tomorrow," Ted 
reported over a tender steak. "We work together now and 
then. He's good on these things. But you won't come?" 

"No more," I answered. "It's Highway One for us—going 
back to Big Sur, as Johnny Rivers sang it. Maybe you guys will 
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be luckier, although we did all right. You've got to see it for 
yourself to get the idea of what they went through to get in 
there. They knew exactly where they were going." 

"Wish you were coming, but you folks are now on vaca¬ 
tion." 

"Yes, sir. We'll be in Monterey tomorrow, Stanford on 
Thursday and into San Francisco that night. Then R and R till 
Monday morning." 

Or so 1 thought. 

"This is your case," Georgiana admonished back at the ho¬ 
tel. "1 don't think it's fair to just take off and let them go up 
there alone tomorrow." 

"But we already saw it. They're good, and their own obser¬ 
vations will be valuable. 1 wanted you to see Highway One— 
it's a great drive. And besides, you were afraid of the place." 

"We can check out, take everything with us and get over to 
the coast farther up; that's all. They volunteered to help, so 1 
think you should go back. I'll be fine. It'll be four of us—and 
Ted has a gun." 

"Nobody's going to . . . O.K. O.K." 

I called Gunderson at 9 AM, and by one o'clock we were 
back at the canyon. The same strong scent, the same stillness 
and the same droning bees greeted us. 

"Christ, this place is creepy," said Duffy. 

"The valley of death," Ted agreed. 

Duffy put his emotions aside and soon made an important 
discovery. In a patch of grass on the north bank of the dry 
creek, near where we'd parked our cars, he reached down and 
came up with a shiny 12-gauge, .00-Buck shotgun shell. It was 
about thirty yards from where Radin fell. It wasn't a typical 
target shell, it hadn't been there long and it wasn't a reload—it 
had been fired but once. 

Now, since Gunderson had managed to obtain a copy of the 
autopsy report, we could try to re-create the murder. The con¬ 
sensus was that Radin was pulled from a car, struggled briefly 
and—with buttons torn from his vest and shirt—ran for his 
life through the creek bed. One shot, fired from where Duffy 
found the shell, missed the fleeing millionaire in the dark. 

Desperately climbing the south bank of the creek, Radin 
sought the cover of the large, firlike shrub. But with his 
leather-soled Gucci loafers, he slipped on the sandy earth and 
fell on his back; one shoe landed beside him. 

Trying to get up again, he reached for a low branch. And his 
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killer caught him just as he found it. He was shot in the back 
of the head (not the lace, as widely reported) and fell back 
dead on the spot, his left hand still grasping the branch. 

On the basis of the evidence we had, which didn't include 
crime-scene photos, we were reasonably certain Roy Radin 
was slain in that manner. Even for him, it was a horrid way to 
die. 

We were about to leave when 1 found it. On both excursions 
to the canyon I'd avoided crawling over the moist spot where 
Radin lay to forage through the grass beneath the dense 
branches of the shrub he'd held while dying. 1 don't know why 
1 finally decided to do it. 1 can only remember thinking I'd 
never be there again and didn't ever want to wonder about it 
back in New York. 

So in I crawled. 

It was hidden in the grass near the base of the tangled shrub, 
about eight feet in from the outer branches. It had sunk about 
two inches into the sandy soil, apparently the result of a wash. 

It was a King James Bible. 

And it was deliberately folded open, bent at the spine so that 
its left-hand pages were beneath those on the right. To ensure 
that it remained open to the intended passage, the front cover 
and the first few hundred pages had been torn off 

Peering through the branches on hands and knees and part¬ 
ing the grass which covered it, I looked at it lying there. I saw, 
in good condition, Isaiah, Chapter 22, staring back at me. Ner¬ 
vously, I began to read it. It sounded like a description of 
Radin's death canyon: 

The valley of vision . . . crying to the mountains 
. . . gathered together waters . . . ditch between 
two walls for the water. 

And there was more: 

. . . toss thee like a ball into a large country and 
there thou shalt die . . . And behold, joy and glad¬ 
ness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh and 
drinking wine; let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we 
shall die. 

I was staring into the lace of homicidal madness. 

"Ted! Gi! Bob! Somebody get the hell over here with the 
goddamned camera. Quick!" 
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"What do you have, amigo?" Ted called from the creek bed. 

"Just a minute, just a minute." 

Backing out to reach the camera, 1 crept back in and took 
the photos—of the Bible, the grass around it and then the 
shallow hole it had sunk into. Finally, 1 crawled from the 
dense foliage and held it aloft gingerly. The wash had packed 
caked dirt into it and damaged the spine. 

"Now—why the hell do you suppose this little treasure was 
hidden under the same tree our victim was grabbing sixty 
miles out here in the middle of god-blasted nowhere? I tend to 
doubt it fell from a passing 747." 

There were congratulations all around. 

"That damned Vinny—he told me," I said. "He told me a 
long time ago and he put it in a letter again. 'Look for a sign— 
you know what to look for.' Damn, and here I didn't want to 
come back to this stinking place. We'd have been over in Santa 
Barbara by now. You know what this thing means? It confirms 
eveiything; and this on top of all the other years of building 
evidence on evidence." 

"For all my years in this business, I'll tell you you're abso¬ 
lutely right." Gunderson beamed. "We all make a good team, 
buddy. Fucking cops can't even do a thorough crime-scene 
search." 

"Yeah, but wt all missed it, too, Ted. We were about to leave 
now, and Gi and I were here on Monday and missed it. I just 
didn't want to grope through all that stuff! And I'm sure the 
cops didn't either. I'm just as guilty as them—maybe even 
worse, because 1 knew something might be here." 

"Not quite," Dully said. "You did go in there. Screw the 
cops. God, I won't ever forget this one." He grinned. 

"Goddamned reporter, too." Ted laughed. "Not even a Bu¬ 
reau guy." 

"That's why I'm able to be open-minded," I answered. 
"Maybe we should keep looking around here—we might find 
Jimmy Hofia. You FBI turkeys sure couldn't." 

After a quick lunch at a small roadside restaurant a few 
miles north of the canyon in tiny Gorman, our group split up. 
Gunderson and Duffy drove south to L.A. and we began our 
delayed journey to Monterey. 

Suddenly, being thrown off schedule didn't matter. Isaiah 
22, which we read carefully in the restaurant parking Hot, 
seemed to describe a power struggle, with someone casting out 
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another. But whether there was any relevance to that message, 
we didn't know. 

I'd kept the Bible, wanting to run some tests on it in New 
York before sending it to the L.A. police. But red blotches we 
thought might be bloodstains would turn out to be a dye, per¬ 
haps from a flower. 

The next morning, I called Avila from a Monterey motel 
room and told him of the discovery. He didn't know what to 
make of it. 

"You've got four witnesses willing to testify if it's ever 
needed, Carlos. And like we said the other day, it doesn't 
impact the motives you're looking at. It just not so subtly 
suggests that your actual perps were part of this cult setup. A 
three-thousand-mile net has now dropped over all these cases. 
But that may mean more to us in New York than to you." 

"Well, I can't deal with whether anybody's in a cult now— 
we told you that," Avila said. 

"No, but we can. At some point the paths may meet. I'll 
send this to you in a couple of weeks, along with the shotgun 
shell and some photos. And I'm not going to publish anything 
now. There's too much to lose by that." 

Two hours later, we dropped in to see Sergeant Kahn at the 
Santa Clara Sheriffs Department in downtown San Jose. As I 
took the prized Bible from a bag, chunks of dirt decorated the 
sheriffs conference table. 

"Sorry about that, but this may be as close as we've all come 
to Mr. Manson the second, the alleged engineer of Allis' mur¬ 
der. It appears he may still be very much in business." I then 
briefed the startled Kahn on the developments in Los Angeles. 

Later, when the glow subsided, we pondered the implica¬ 
tions of the Bible and the Radin murder. They were frighten¬ 
ing. 

While we visited the Stanford church, drove down curling 
Lombard Street in San Francisco, toured Alcatraz, crossed the 
Golden Gate to shop in Sausalito and celebrated with a Satur¬ 
day-night Chateaubriand dinner at the Mark Hopkins Hotel, 
Ted Gunderson went right to work in Los Angeles. 

We were confident there was at least some cult connection to 
the Radin murder, but we didn't know who pulled the trigger 
or why it was done. Vinny, who may have been confused on 
the films in question, mentioned the Moskowitz tape as a par- 
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tial motive; and then there was the alleged coke rip-off and The 
Cotton Club movie deal. 

We were also specifically trying to identify Manson II, 
whom we strongly suspected had a hand in the murder. Ini¬ 
tially, Ted Gunderson's job was to find suspects and see if they 
matched the Manson II profile. Back in New York, 1 was to 
work on motive. And like the police, I examined the drug 
scene and the film arrangements—the two major events in 
Radin's last months of life. 

Robert Evans, fifty-two, was a movie giant, although it was 
said the luster was tarnished after a 1981 conviction in New 
York for possession of several ounces of cocaine. Then, too, 
recent Evans projects such as Players and Popeye had turned 
more stomachs than heads. But before that, Evans was a sky¬ 
rocket. As Paramount's head of production in the late sixties 
and early seventies, the native New Yorker and former actor 
had brought films such as Rosemary's Baby, Love Stoiy, The 
Odd Couple and The Godfather into the studio's fold. 

Seeking the individual credit he couldn't garner with the 
studio, Evans became an independent producer. Working 
again with Roman Polanski, he produced Chinatown, a highly 
successful and widely acclaimed film which starred Jack Nich¬ 
olson, Faye Dunaway and John Huston. 

But then, after mixed reviews were sprinkled on his Black 
Sunday, a terrorism story filmed in Miami at Super Bowl X in 
1976, the slide began. The Cotton Club, a gangster and music 
epic about Harlem's famous nightclub of the Roaring Twen¬ 
ties, was anointed as Evans' return from limbo. And Evans 
desperately wanted to own the film. "The whole inspiration is 
to own something," he told Afew York magazine. 

Accordingly, Evans shunned the studios and searched for 
private investors. He said he backed out of a potential deal 
with billionaire Adnan Khashoggi because the Arab asked for 
55 percent of the film. Then, in the autumn of 1982, Evans 
linked up with brothers Ed and Fred Doumani, and their asso¬ 
ciate, Victor Sayyah. The Doumanis were sons of a Lebanese 
father who became a successful Las Vegas builder, and the 
brothers themselves built and operated that city's Tropicana 
Hotel and El Morocco Casino. Sayyah was a wealthy insur¬ 
ance executive from Denver. 

In January 1983, the Vegas contingent entered into a part¬ 
nership arrangement with Evans after reading a Cotton Club 
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script prepared by Godfather author Mario Puzo. Evans' 
choice for a leading man—Richard Gere—didn't like Puzo's 
effort Neither did Richard Sylbert, a production designer and 
longtime Evans adviser. Respecting Sylbert and cognizant of 
Gere's box office appeal, Evans redid the script himself—to no 
one's satisfaction. So in early March, he enlisted Godfather 
director Francis Ford Coppola, now an independent film¬ 
maker, to rewrite the Puzo-Evans screenplay. 

On April 5, Coppola finished his first draft, which Evans 
took to Las Vegas a week or two later. The exact date is uncer¬ 
tain, but it was in mid-April. In Vegas, the Doumanis—who'd 
approved the original script—didn't like the rewrite. Signifi¬ 
cantly, although they remained in the project, they suspended 
further financing. And Evans was already into early produc¬ 
tion in New York. 

Here, stories begin conflicting. One version holds that only 
now did Elaine Jacobs introduce Radin and Evans, who was 
delving deep into his own pockets to keep The Cotton Club in 
business. But another account—that of people connected to 
Radin—alleges that Radin and Evans actually met through 
Jacobs at least two months earlier—in February at Le Cirque 
restaurant—and began their dealings then. Jacobs, according 
to this account, was romantically involved with Evans and also 
was helping him raise hinds for The Cotton Club. 

If so, was Evans—by linking up with Radin—double¬ 
dealing on the Las Vegas investors? 

Maybe not, because the Radin arrangement might have 
included a percentage of Evans' share only, and also was struc¬ 
tured to encompass a studio in Puerto Rico and pre-produc¬ 
tion financing of two subsequent films—one of which was to be 
Jake Two, the sequel to Chinatown. (That film apparently 
would be made minus Roman Polanski, who skipped the 
United States after a late 1970s conviction for a close encoun¬ 
ter of the first kind with a thirteen-year-old girl.) 

Regardless, Evans maintained that he barely knew Elaine 
Jacobs, telling New York magazine's Michael Daly: "If I knew 
who she really was, I would have run out of town." But Carol 
Johnston, a Radin friend who introduced the Long Island mil¬ 
lionaire to Jacobs in early January 1983, told another story. 
Johnston said Jacobs revealed that she and Evans planned to 
marry and go into business together. 

There also are suggestions from two sources that Radin and 



570 Web of Conspiracy 

Evans knew each other in New York several years before Ja¬ 
cobs brought them together in L.A. 

Evans and Radin signed that 45-45-10 contract on April 26, 
1983, with Jose Alagria, representing Puerto Rican govern¬ 
ment interests, assigned the smaller figure. It was Radin who 
brought banker Alagria into the project after Alagria negoti¬ 
ated to obtain $35 million from his government to fund the 
deal. 

And it was Alagria who said he later told Radin that Evans 
would one day realize he'd lost control of his own enterprise. 

Now Radin's world began to tilt on its axis. In early April, 
before the movie contract was signed, Elaine Jacobs—who'd 
been promised a $50,000 finder's fee by Radin—accused him 
of having a hand in the theft of $ 1 million in cocaine and cash 
from her Sherman Oaks, California, home. 

Radin's secretary, Jonathan Lawson, and a woman friend of 
Radin, Anna Montenegro, both said they heard Jacobs accuse 
Radin of urging her own runner, Tally Rogers, to pull off the 
job. Lawson said he was present in Radin's Regency suite 
when Jacobs made the charges to the millionaire's face in early 
April. 

Montenegro, who knew Jacobs before Radin did, said she 
was at Jacobs' home the day before Radin disappeared and 
heard her make the same accusations to male acquaintances 
Montenegro described as "bodyguards," one of whom would 
soon emerge as an important figure in our investigation. Jacobs 
supposedly believed Radin used Rogers to engineer the heist 
because Radin was strapped for cash. 

According to Lawson and Sergeant Carlos Avila, Radin was 
indeed buying coke from Rogers—as much as $1,000 worth 
per week between January and April 1983. However, Radin 
paid Rogers with personal checks made out to Elaine Jacobs, 
some of which the police obtained. And, said Lawson, Radin 
stopped payment on a $4,000 April check after Jacobs accused 
him of the Tally Rogers conspiracy, which Radin vehemently 
denied. Rogers disappeared at that time, and police believe he 
set sail for the Midwest. 

Avila is not convinced the theft itself actually occurred. 
Others believe it did. 

Beyond Radin's alleged dope difficulties with Jacobs, there 
was another problem. She desired more than the $50,000 find¬ 
er's fee Radin promised for putting him and Evans together on 
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The Cotton Club. She wanted a percentage of the entire pack¬ 
age—and she wanted it from Radin's cut; not Evans'. 

Here, too, ambiguity reigns. Anna Montenegro reportedly 
told Radin that Jacobs already had been dealt a share of the 
three-way arrangement without Radin's knowledge. If so, the 
points certainly weren't Radin's or Jose Alagria's. 

Like careening locomotives rushing headlong on the same 
track, another Radin-Jacobs confrontation, this one over The 
Cotton Club, occurred in Evans' Manhattan town house on 
May 5, 1983—eight days before Radin's disappearance. At 
that moment, the Las Vegas financing was suspended and Ra¬ 
din, Evans and Alagria were signed at 45-45-10. 

Radin and Alagria had come to Evans' East Coast abode to 
hammer out the final details of their arrangement. And then, 
to Radin's surprise, Elaine Jacobs arrived from California. It 
was an interesting coincidence. 

She and Radin then argued wildly over her percentage de¬ 
mand, while a blase Evans lingered upstairs in the library. 
Chagrined, Radin charged up the stairs to talk to Evans. Ac¬ 
cording to both Alagria and Evans, Evans, for unfathomable 
reasons, urged Radin to give in to Jacobs. But not Roy Radin. 
With Alagria in tow, he stormed from the town house. Out¬ 
side, Alagria told Newsda/s Steve Wick, Radin said he be¬ 
lieved drug money was involved in The Cotton Club. 

Within days of the Manhattan-on-the-rocks episode, Alagria 
said, he received phone calls from Evans, Radin and Miami 
lawyer Frank Diaz, who said he represented both Jacobs and 
Evans. 

The messages were all the same: Evans was offering Radin 
$2 million to buy him out of the deal. 

Alagria said Evans encouraged him to persuade Radin to 
accept the buyout and then to deal with him. But Radin 
wouldn't budge. Alagria found Evans' comments fascinating. 
Not a week before, Alagria said, Evans had been in financial 
straits, saying he couldn't afford to post a performance bond 
required by the Puerto Rican government before it would con¬ 
struct a studio there, which was part of the agreement. 

So where did Evans suddenly find $2 million? 

Throughout this period, Evans continued his efforts to de¬ 
velop an acceptable Cotton Club script. The Las Vegas inves¬ 
tors were still on hold, the Puerto Rican money had yet to 
change hands and technicians, support people and others were 
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at work in Astoria Studios in Queens, where the film would be 
shot. The bills were piling up, and Evans still didn't have a 
workable screenplay for his all-important project. 

Radin, meanwhile, had but a day to simmer before flying 
back to L.A., where he signed into the Regency on Saturday, 
May 7. Radin confidants in New York had warned him not to 
return to California: Vinny's prison letter to me had been right 
on target. 

Radin went West to attend the bar mitzvah of Adam But¬ 
tons, son of entertainer-actor Red Buttons. In a remarkable 
irony, Buttons would deliver Radin's eulogy and say: "He had 
the devil on one shoulder and an angel on the other, and was 
in a perpetual tug-of-war." 

In L.A., Radin also hoped to placate Jacobs—while not sur¬ 
rendering to her demands—and to iron out this now precari¬ 
ous movie deal. And it indeed was precarious. On Tuesday, 
May 10, Lawson said, he overheard an Evans phone call to 
Radin during which Evans again offered to buy out Radin's 
share. And again Radin refused, insisting he wasn't relinquish¬ 
ing his 45 percent. 

Now, too, anonymous warnings were telephoned to the Re¬ 
gency suite by someone attempting to leave the impression he 
was Mafia-connected. 

Time was running out for Roy Radin. 

On Thursday, May 12, Elaine Jacobs called the Regency 
and made arrangements to meet Radin for dinner the follow¬ 
ing evening. Anna Montenegro later arrived at the suite in a 
fearful state of mind. Visibly upset, she told Radin and Law- 
son that she'd been to Jacobs' house and Jacobs was railing 
about the alleged drug-cash theft to her "bodyguards." 

And so the stage was set for Friday, the thirteenth of May. 

As previously noted, Jacobs called for Radin that evening in 
a limousine. The car had been rented without a driver, and 
extra money paid for that variation from the norm. 

With Demond Wilson, who was accompanied by his secre¬ 
tary, waiting outside the Regency with a registered gun in a 
shoulder holster, Radin and Jacobs left for La Scala restau¬ 
rant, which the nervous Radin selected because its layout and 
popularity offered a secure setting to resolve matters with Ja¬ 
cobs. 

As the limo drove from the Regency, another black car— 
apparently a Lincoln—also pulled out behind it. With Wilson 
bringing up the rear, he said, the lead cars swung onto Fairfax 
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and then turned on Sunset Boulevard. There, Wilson said, 
both cars sped through a pair of red lights before turning left 
on Highland, leaving him lost in traffic. The cars were headed 
north—in the direction of Sherman Oaks and Route 5. Wilson 
and his secretary then went to La Scala, waited, and was 
reached there by Lawson at 11:30 PM. He told Lawson he'd 
lost the limo and the follow car in traffic. 

Lawson said he didn't locate Wilson again for two days. He 
eventually found him at a Marina Del Rey condominium 
where he'd gone to hide, fearful of what he'd seen. But if Wil¬ 
son was so petrified by what he'd witnessed involving his close 
friend Radin—why didn't he phone Lawson when Radin 
failed to appear at La Scala? Why did Lawson, instead, have to 
find him—both at La Scala and again two days later? 

Wilson knew Radin was concerned for his safety. According 
to Lawson, the prearranged plan was for Wilson to follow the 
limo and observe Radin from another table in the restaurant. 
Then Radin was either to come back to the Regency with 
Wilson or to call Lawson if the plan was changed. 

Ted Gunderson learned that an exhausted Lawson in¬ 
structed the Regency desk clerk to phone him—in case he 
inadvertently fell asleep—if Radin didn't return by 11 PM 

Wilson had been in Radin's suite, armed, at about 6 PM 
before eventually going downstairs to assume a position out¬ 
side the hotel. It was about 8:45 when Radin left with Jacobs. 
Lawson watched from the hotel lobby as the limo pulled away, 
and he also noticed another car pull out behind it. He didn't 
see Wilson's car, but Wilson may have been parked out of 
Lawson's line of vision. 

Shortly after Radin's body was found, Demond Wilson— 
whom Lawson said Radin would sometimes inexplicably drop 
from sight with—left Hollywood and became a traveling evan¬ 
gelist. Today, outside of acknowledging his former drug addic¬ 
tion problem, he refuses to speak to the press about his prior 
years in the entertainment business. In the summer of 1988, a 
national weekly newspaper would report that friends of Wilson 
said he was fearful that a hit man who was involved with a 
Satanic cult was after him because of his knowledge of the 
Radin case. 

A week before I left for Los Angeles in July 1983, a prison 
note I received from Vinny contained a reference to "body¬ 
guards" other than Jacobs'. Its context, which was apparently 
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a comment about Wilson, was revealed to sheriff's investiga¬ 
tors at that time. 

Meanwhile, on the night of Friday, the thirteenth of May, 
Jacobs later kept a prearranged social engagement at the apart¬ 
ment of a male friend. Evans said she also called him during 
the evening to say she and Radin had argued. This was the 
same story she told Lawson, who located her in Florida several 
days later. Incidentally, Jacobs' young son and a maid were 
flown to Miami shortly before Radin's disappearance. 

In fact, Gunderson discovered that Jacobs put her house at 
3862 Sheiwood Place in suburban Sherman Oaks on the mar¬ 
ket on May 12—the day before Radin vanished. And a few 
weeks later, before the body was found, a Lancer's moving van 
removed furnishings from the home. 

Jacobs, prior to May 12, also spoke to a neighbor about her 
future plans. "She said she was going to New York to be a 
producer or director," the neighbor told Gunderson. 

The Cotton Club would indeed be filming in New York. But 
where did Jacobs ever get the idea that she was going to be a 
producer? Certainly not from Radin or Jose Alagria. 

Subsequently detoured from the stages of Astoria Studios, 
Jacobs was thought to have flown to Miami in the early morn¬ 
ing hours of May 14, shortly after Radin's aborted supper. 
When she called Lawson several days later she delivered con¬ 
flicting versions of what happened. Denying she knew where 
Radin was, she first claimed they'd argued and he left the limo 
on Sunset Boulevard. Lawson challenged her, saying the limo 
hadn't stopped on Sunset. She then said it was she, not Radin, 
who left the car. 

In the meantime, Robert Evans went about the business of 
polishing an acceptable Cotton Club script, apparently re¬ 
signed to the fact that his partner was among the missing. But 
even before Radin's disappearance became public, Lawson 
said, Evans never called back to see if Radin had reconsidered 
his $2 million buyout offer of Tuesday, May 10. And even after 
Radin's vanishing act reached the media, Lawson reported, he 
didn't hear from Evans then either. 

But Bob Evans was busy. He had it in mind to persuade the 
Las Vegas investors to lift their month-long suspension of 
funds and resume financing Bob Evans' film. While Roy Radin 
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went to Caswell Canyon, Bob Evans went to Napa, California, 
north of San Francisco. 

There, for a period of ten days commencing Sunday, May 
15, according to New York magazine, Evans labored in solitude 
with other Cotton Club principals at the estate of Francis Ford 
Coppola. Also in attendance were Richard Gere, actor-dancer 
Maurice Flines and Marilyn Matthews, a black actress Evans 
met several months earlier in New York. 

Matthews viewed The Cotton Club as an important employ¬ 
ment opportunity for black performers. Therefore, New York 
reported, she was troubled when—about a week before the 
Napa meeting—Evans told her The Cotton Club wouldn't be 
made unless Coppola rewrote the script in two weeks. 

Why Evans allegedly made this comment is curious, because 
Alagria said the Puerto Rican government was preparing to 
announce the Evans-Radin agreement at a press conference 
which was to be scheduled soon. 

Regardless, on May 15 the clan gathered at Napa. Night 
and day they worked in seclusion, and by May 25 a script 
approved by both Evans and the recalcitrant Richard Gere 
was hammered out. The following weekend. May 27-28, Ev¬ 
ans reportedly flew to Las Vegas with the rewritten screenplay. 
At first, the Doumanis and Sayyah were still displeased. But 
the next day they agreed to resume financing the film. An 
ecstatic Evans could now proceed into hill production. 

About twelve days later, on June 10, beekeeper Glen Fischer 
finally located the missing Roy Radin in desolate Caswell Can¬ 
yon. If not for Fischer, Radin might have decayed undiscov¬ 
ered for another six months or more. The Cotton Club hit the 
theaters eighteen months after Fischer's find—in December 
1984—and was a critical and box office failure. 

Elaine Jacobs hired an attorney, who refused to allow the 
police to question her, which was her constitutional right. By 
early 1987 she was remarried and dividing her time between 
Miami and Colombia. Milan Bellechasses was said to be living 
in Colombia and operating a casino there. 

Frank Diaz, the Miami attorney who said he represented 
both Jacobs and Evans on the film deal with Radin, told News- 
day that he met Evans through Jacobs, adding that Jacobs 
sought his help in raising hinds for the film Diaz said he was 
going to "kick in one and a half million dollars"—but after 
Radin's body was discovered, all bets were off 

Diaz himself then went "off" somewhere. The attorney, who 
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frequently defended Colombian drug suspects, was due in a 
Miami federal court in June 1985 to respond to obstruction of 
justice and fraud charges he was facing on matters not related 
to Radin. But the day before his scheduled court appearance, 
Diaz was kidnapped by two men described as gun-wielding 
Colombians. His exposure to Hollywood and the shoot-'em-up 
Cotton Club project may have affected Diaz: authorities be¬ 
lieved he might have staged his own abduction. It would turn 
out that they were correct. Diaz was subsequently appre¬ 
hended in Brazil, but he wasn't in custody for long. He es¬ 
caped in 1987 while awaiting extradition to the United States. 

Robert Evans—whom Diaz termed "a friend" in his inter¬ 
view with Newsday —was questioned for several hours about 
the Radin case by Sheriffs Homicide investigators in L.A. 
According to Sergeant Avila, Evans acknowledged knowing 
Jacobs—labeling her a casual acquaintance—and also con¬ 
firmed knowing Roy Radin. Evans denied having any informa¬ 
tion about what happened to Radin. 

And as the producer downplayed his relationship with Ja¬ 
cobs, he similarly characterized his association with Radin as 
inconsequential. But Avila noted that the signed, multimillion- 
dollar contract between the two elevated their interaction from 
the realm of the superficial. 

As of 1987, Evans was back working in an office on the 
Paramount lot. 

Finally, Radin's secretary, Jonathan Lawson, adios'd Amer¬ 
ica in fear of his life (with police concurrence) and is now 
living secretly in Europe. Apparently, Lawson wasn't over¬ 
reacting. He said that when Jacobs entered Radin's suite that 
final night, she suggested to Lawson that he drive to her house 
and return with some cocaine she'd stashed there. Jacobs, 
Lawson said, told him they could all enjoy the drugs when she 
and Radin returned from La Scala. Fearing a setup (Lawson 
said he remembered the "bodyguards" Anna Montenegro said 
were at Jacobs' house the day before) or an attempt to separate 
him from Radin, Lawson declined the offer. 

In late 1986, Sergeant Carlos Avila broad-brushed the status 
of the case. "Until it is solved, everyone connected to it re¬ 
mains under scrutiny." Which was another way of saying no 
one has been exonerated. 

I believed Roy Radin's murder was intended to serve the 
purposes of more than one master, and I believed I knew who 
they were. 
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But beyond the immediate "why" of Roy Radin's murder 
lurked the question of who the actual killers were. Gunderson 
and I searched for the cult connection, and the inquiry was 
lengthy. Concurrently, we sought to learn if the mysterious 
Manson II was involved. Simply put, we believed that whoever 
ordered the murder was acquainted with someone, perhaps 
Manson II, who was aligned with the L.A. headquarters of the 
Son of Sam "umbrella" cult. 

For want of a better word, we believed a "contract" to kill 
Roy Radin was taken by these cult elements. We thought the 
alliance mirrored that in New York. 

Curiously, this type of arrangement would also match one 
alleged to have occurred in the Manson case, which happened 
in the Radin scenario's backyard. 

Berkowitz, Vinny said, revealed that Manson 11 claimed the 
original Charles Manson "volunteered" to commit the Tate 
murders, at least, for someone else, and that a very real motive 
—beyond "Helter Skelter"—existed somewhere in the laby¬ 
rinth of that investigation. 

The potential cross-connections were compelling. 

The Bible in the canyon clearly signaled a cult connection to 
the Radin killing—an obvious conclusion strongly bolstered by 
what we'd previously learned about Radin's life in New York. 
Effectively, the Bible's presence was a calling card, a sign of 
Satanic triumph. I, and Queens DA John Santucci, had heard 
nearly two years earlier that certain symbols were usually left 
at the Sam cult's crime scenes. The Bible was one—a mockery 
of Christianity when put to that use. 

Gunderson and 1 agreed with the drug-movie slant of the 
police investigation, but we were just as certain of cult conniv¬ 
ance somewhere. Almost certainly, one of the actual killers 
was cult-connected, and perhaps someone higher up the ladder 
was as well. 

If we could tie a Radin shooting suspect to the days of 
Sharon Tate et al., our belief that he could be Manson II 
would strengthen appreciably. We'd be looking to see if the 
suspect matched the physical description of Manson II that 
Vinny provided, which we already knew was identical to that 
of an individual observed at the Christine Freund murder 
scene in New York. 

Once into the original Manson circle, especially that of the 
social set, we'd also look for someone else who—perhaps hav- 
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ing known Manson II from the late sixties—was also a player 
in the 1983 Radin case. In other words, we planned to go 
down and back up the ladder of time—looking for parallels in 
the lives of at least two particular people. 

The odds against us were immeasurable. But if we couldn't 
find and identify Manson II, then perhaps we'd find sugges¬ 
tions of another association of long standing between people 
connected to the Radin case. That, too, would be of great 
significance to the investigation. 

But who were the Radin shooting suspects? The police 
weren't cooperative, but well before 1 learned of Anna 
Montenegro's statement about the "bodyguards" at Jacobs' 
house the night before Radin vanished, Gunderson's own in¬ 
quiry unearthed a fascinating lead. 

"His name is Bill, but I don't have the last name," Ted told 
me. "But he's directly affiliated with Jacobs and has been at 
her house a lot. I believe he was there the night before Radin 
got it. And he was driving a black Caddy—which is similar to 
the kind of car that followed the limo. He had told my source 
he was some sort of car dealer." 

"Do you have a description of this guy?" 

Ted indeed did, and incredibly, the description closely ap¬ 
proximated the one Vinny provided of Manson II: about five 
feet ten, athletic build, sandy-brown hair, and age approxi¬ 
mately mid-thirties in 1983. "Remember," Gunderson ad¬ 
vised, "Manson II would be a hit man and he could change 
hair color and the like from time to time on different jobs. And 
you can bet he'd use aliases too." 

"I'm aware of that. But you apparently got this 'Bill' in his 
natural surroundings, and Berkowitz probably did also. This 
guy wouldn't need to alter his features among his own kind, 
but his real name would be another thing." 

Gunderson didn't have Bill's last name, so I phoned Willie 
Ahn to ask him about it and to see if the police themselves had 
located a black Cadillac. If so, 1 wanted to determine if they 
believed the follow car on the night of Radin's death had also 
been a Caddy. Other information suggested it might have been 
a Lincoln. The date of the call was October 6, 1983. 

"We know about Bill," Willie said. "He's very much a part 
of the Jacobs crowd. But I can't give you his last name. We're 
now trying to obtain warrants on two cars—one is his." 

Gunderson had struck paydirt. 

Ahn also told me, as Avila had previously, that the police 
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were pursuing the drug motive for the murder. I stressed my 
belief that the movie deal was of more relevance. 

"Look, Willie," I said, "it's become clear to Gunderson and 
me since July that the prison informant confused the snuff film 
with The Cotton Club. A movie is a movie and he told me he 
simply presumed it was the snuff flick when he heard a movie 
was the reason this went down. He was right on Radin's being 
warned to stay away from California; he was right about that 
'bodyguard' business to the extent that there's some legitimate 
suspicion there; and that 1981 'jet-set' letter won't go away no 
matter how hard we try to discount it." 

"I'm not in disagreement with you," Ahn replied. "We've 
got a long way to go here. We haven't eliminated the movie 
angle yet." 

And then for a moment it didn't matter. Willie Ahn told me 
he was ill, and the prognosis wasn't encouraging. I hung up 
saddened. And I never did get to speak to Willie Ahn again. 
Within months, the personable homicide investigator died. 

It wasn't until June 6, 1984, that Carlos Avila released Bill's 
last name to me. It was Mentzer. After being stalled for eight 
months, our inquiry resumed. Gunderson, along with investi¬ 
gator Judy Hanson, journalists Dee Brown and Dave Balsiger, 
and others—including law enforcement contacts—assisted the 
probe, which I coordinated daily out of New York. As time 
passed, a remarkable picture of Mentzer developed. 

Mentzer had an arrest record. One of those incidents in¬ 
volved possession of a handgun which he threatened to use 
during an argument in a bar in one of the beach communities 
—either Marina Del Ray or Venice. Venice, which borders the 
Marina, was said to be the headquarters of the so-called Sam 
cult. Mentzer, we also learned, frequented a gym in Venice, 
and a television reporter advised us that there was talk of 
someone known as "Charlie Manson II" in the Venice area. 
Significantly, Mentzer also had been arrested in Torrance, Cal¬ 
ifornia, just south of Los Angeles, during the same time period 
in 1981 that Vinny—in writing—had said Manson II was in 
that particular town. 

So we now had a man who was a suspect in the Radin case 
and matched the description of Manson II, used handguns in a 
menacing manner and was in the right towns at the right 
times. 

We also discovered that Mentzer and an individual named 
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Bob Lowe had been arrested at Los Angeles International Air¬ 
port shortly after the Radin killing and charged with posses¬ 
sion of a large amount of cocaine. The case was subsequently 
dismissed, but Mentzer had hired a Miami attorney to repre¬ 
sent him—an attorney who also was connected to Elaine Ja¬ 
cobs. 

Although we didn't know it, the detectives had been moving 
in the same direction and were able to establish a romantic 
involvement between Jacobs and Mentzer, further cementing 
the link between the two. Bob Lowe remained a mystery figure 
to us, but the police had privately connected him to a car that 
had been transferred to him from Elaine Jacobs via a middle¬ 
man on May 13, 1983—the day of Radin's death. 

In an attempt to put Mentzer in Caswell Canyon, 1 asked 
Avila in June of 1984 if the suspect was familiar with it. "He 
or somebody else, a friend, knew about it," Avila said. 

"Would that friend happen to have been a target shooter?" 

"Yes, a shooter." 

"Do you think Mentzer was there the night Radin was 
killed?" 

"He quite possibly was there." 

"If he wasn't there himself, I'm certain he had a hand in the 
operation," I said. And Avila offered no denial—Mentzer was 
a suspect. 

But there was still much more to be learned. 

We next established that Mentzer had been a regular visitor 
to Miami, home of people tied to the Radin case. He also 
traveled to Houston—city of .44 revolver purchases and, au¬ 
thorities said, a metropolis with a known population of satanic 
cultists. Moreover, in 1979 Berkowitz referenced a restaurant 
in Houston in the context of occult activities. He named a 
particular establishment—one that was directly tied to OTO 
activities in New York. Mentzer, we learned, was affiliated 
with another Houston establishment that was opened to cater 
to those with occult interests. 

Bit by bit, the case against Mentzer was building. 

And then our sources put him right into the middle of Charles 
Manson's social set. 

Because of the sensitivities of an open investigation, the de¬ 
tails provided here will be of necessity somewhat oblique. 
Mentzer, sources said, was a friend of Mama Cass Elliot, the 
singer with the Mamas and the Papas rock group. After the 
band split in the late sixties, Cass went on to a successful 
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career as a solo artist before being found dead in a London 
hotel room in 1974, seemingly of natural causes. 

But Mentzer apparently had known Cass in Los Angeles in 
the 1968-1971 time frame, when, out of loneliness and vulner¬ 
ability, much of which was due to her extreme overweight 
condition, she began to "collect" an unsavory entourage of 
hangers-on and dope dealers and entertain them in her home 
off Woodstock Road in the Hollywood Hills, near Mulholland 
Drive. 

Of Cass's associates, John Phillips, lead singer of the Mamas 
and the Papas, wrote in his 1986 book. Papa John: "At home, 
[Cass] was surrounded by losers and cruel users. . . . They 
were just hustlers, music industry leeches. If she came to visit 
us, she came alone, without her retinue. They were sometimes 
dmgged-out, belligerent [dope] dealers, in leather with weap¬ 
ons, chains and cycles. . . . They were like muggers." 

Phillips went on: "They were part of a clique that hung 
around Cass in the hills or around the house that Terry 
Melcher sublet to Roman Polanski on Cielo Drive in Bel Air. 
Among them were Jay Sebring, who was a popular hairdresser 
to the stars; and Wojtek Frykowski, a longtime friend of Ro¬ 
man's from Poland; and the same boyfriend of Cass' who had 
been sought by Scotland Yard [on suspicion of drug smug¬ 
gling]." 

Sebring, thirty-five, and Frykowski, thirty-two, would be 
among those slain by Charles Manson's hordes shortly after 
midnight on Saturday, August 9, 1969, in the Tate-Polanski 
home at 10050 Cielo Drive in Benedict Canyon. 

This was the composition of the smaller Cass Elliot circle in 
that summer of 1969, and apparently in it, remarkably, was 
Bill Mentzer. Primarily through Frykowski, the Cass Elliot 
group was linked to the extended Roman Polanski circle, 
which included Phillips and his wife, singer-actress Michelle 
Phillips; actor Warren Beatty; Robert Evans; production de¬ 
signer and Evans confidant Richard Sylbert; actor Jack Nich¬ 
olson and others. 

Additionally, Frykowski and his girlfriend, coffee heiress 
Abigail (Gibby) Folger, twenty-five, lived across the street 
from Mama Cass and knew her well—along with some of her 
"retinue," as Phillips phrased it. One of Mama Cass's boy¬ 
friends, Pic Dawson, whose father worked for the U.S. State 
Department, even lived in the Frykowski-Folger home in the 
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summer of 1969, while Frykowski and Folger house-sat for the 
Polanskis on Cielo Drive. 

The climate was certainly favorable for Mentzer to have 
known Frykowski, Folger, and others in the circle, possibly 
including Evans. But did he? 

"He definitely knew Gibby Folger," a Los Angeles contact 
said. "1 knew both of them then, and saw them together at 
lunch in a restaurant in Newport Beach with a couple of other 
people not long before the murders." 

1 found support for that account by locating a person who 
claimed he shared the Mentzer-Folger table that day. "I was 
with them on that occasion," said the source, who was an 
undercover operative for the FBI. 

The source wasn't an FBI agent, but was recruited by the 
Bureau in the late sixties to infiltrate the anti-war and drug 
scenes in California. 

"Folger knew Mentzer," he said simply. 

This was explosive information. Mentzer allegedly knew one 
of the Tate victims and Berkowitz had said Manson II told the 
New York group that a real motive for the murders existed. 
Mentzer apparently would have been in a position to have 
known that. 

Frykowski was a narcotics user, as was Jay Sebring. Mesca¬ 
line, LSD, cocaine and marijuana were among their sampled 
favorites. Author Ed Sanders reported that a man named Joel 
Rostau—murdered in New York in late 1970—made a coke 
and mescaline delivery to Sebring on Cielo Drive on the night 
of the murders. Rostau was the boyfriend of a Mrs. McCaffery, 
an employee of Sebring's who told Sanders about the visit. 

Frykowski was said to have been deeper into the drug scene 
than Sebring—to the extent of being closely allied with Mama 
Cass's crowd and doing some dealing for and with them. An 
artist friend of Frykowski's told police that Frykowski was 
offered an opportunity to wholesale the drug MDA (an am¬ 
phetamine) in the L.A. area and that friction later developed 
between him and the dealers. 

Our own sources confirmed this arrangement. 

Beyond question, the dope distributors were part of Mama 
Cass's unsavory group of associates. And they also were regu¬ 
lar visitors to 10050 Cielo Drive, where Frykowski entertained 
them while Polanski and Sharon Tate were abroad from 
March 1969 until Tate returned alone on July 20. Pregnant, 
she arrived in Los Angeles to prepare for the birth of her child. 
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Polanski was scheduled to fly back on August 12. One of 
Mama Cass's dope-affiliated friends admitted to police that he 
was at Cielo Drive twice during the week of the murders, the 
last time on August 7—barely thirty hours before the slaugh¬ 
ter. 

So Radin suspect Bill Mentzer allegedly appeared in this 
galaxy of stars as an associate of Abigail Folger and a friend of 
Mama Cass. And even if Mentzer turned out not to be Manson 
11, we were now certain that he was at least knowledgeable of 
that dangerous killer because—beyond his social links to Cielo 
Drive—we also obtained information which, if accurate, put 
Mentzer into the heart of the L.A. cult scene. 

The Los Angeles occult underground was, and remains, a 
maze of shadowy connections and subterranean byplay. As in 
New York, there are regular trade-offs with narcotics traffick¬ 
ers, and recent exposure of ritualistic child-abuse cases in 
southern California has brought to the surface indications of 
links between the satanic subculture and child pornography. 

There are numerous cult factions still operating in Los An¬ 
geles. In 1986, authorities familiar with the network noted that 
pockets of Druids, OTO, former Process elements and many 
others slithered beneath the landscape. As did the Chingon 
cult, whose current existence there was stipulated by two law 
enforcement officers and two former satanists themselves. 

These revelations supported the Vinny-Danny-Berkowitz in¬ 
formation. which held that the Sam cult's overall headquarters 
was nestled in the L.A. environs. 

And where did Radin/Manson 11 suspect Bill Mentzer fit 
in? 

From four different sources, we learned of his occult ties, 
which appeared to remain constant through the mid-eighties. 
Investigator Judy Hanson, working on an unrelated matter, 
jotted down his license plate number several times while prob¬ 
ing a case in 1982. Mentzer, she said, occasionally visited the 
home of a man known to be a member of a Los Angeles Sa¬ 
tanic coven. 

"This other guy used to go out late at night dressed totally 
in black—like the old Process costume—and he had occult 
symbols in his home," Hanson reported. "A neighbor of his 
told me that he belonged to a cult and was having some kind 
of difficulty with its leaders. While working this other case, 
which didn't involve a cult at all, 1 wrote down plate numbers 
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of this individual's visitors—and Mentzer's car showed up a 
few times." 

This was more than a year before Roy Radin disappeared. 

Two other Los Angeles contacts also linked Mentzer to cult 
activity. One of them was involved in the occult, and the other, 
while not part of the Satan scene, described Mentzer's connec¬ 
tions to it and correctly identified one of his daylight lines of 
business. Mentzer, it seemed, had his hand in various enter¬ 
prises—including a rental car dealership, real estate, and fre¬ 
quent work as a professional bodyguard for some well-known 
L.A. residents, including Larry Flynt, the publisher of 
porndom's Hustler magazine. In his spare time, the evidence 
began to indicate, he may have worked as a hit man for vari¬ 
ous contractors—cultic and otherwise. 

Another informant, who knew Mentzer personally, linked 
him to a private social club in the L.A. area that was formed 
specifically to cater to mystical interests. Whether backroom 
activities there, said to include dope dealing and sadomasoch¬ 
istic sex, were those of the cult per se, we didn't know. But 
since the club also had a branch in Houston, we believed we 
probably had located a link to the headquarters of the Sam 
group. If not active behind the walls of the club itself, we 
strongly suspected that at least some of the club's organizers 
were part of the Sam operation. 

Mentzer was identified as being a club member, and the 
informant claimed that he was instrumental in obtaining oc¬ 
cult paraphernalia for the establishment. Southern California 
police sources also stated that Mentzer was a "honcho" in the 
club. 

One major piece of the puzzle may have been put in place by 
both the FBI informant and another source. The federal con¬ 
tact placed Mentzer in the San Francisco area during the time 
period when Arlis Perry was murdered, although that alone 
wasn't sufficient to connect him to the killing. The other 
source hit closer to home by saying: "He and a couple of his 
friends used to like to go up to Stanford and hang around the 
campus occasionally." Still, the evidence wasn't substantial, 
and even Berkowitz, while claiming Manson 11 "engineered" 
the Perry killing, didn't specify whether he was actually in the 
Stanford church that night in October of 1974. 

But there was more. A Los Angeles man who once worked 
with Mentzer and whose information had proven to be entirely 
credible said: "There was a nimor, talk among the guys, that 
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he'd done a murder. 1 had my own contacts in law enforce¬ 
ment, including someone in the intelligence community in 
the federal government. I asked if he'd ever heard of Mentzer. 
He said: 'Bill Mentzer? We have it that he did a hit in Son of 
Sam. 

Los Angeles police sources subsequently confirmed in 1987 
that information in their possession held that Mentzer was a 
member of "some kind of hit squad." 

By then, Gunderson and I knew what kind of "hit squad" it 
was. We also learned that Mentzer was considered a "prime 
suspect" in the Radin case. But by that time the police investi¬ 
gation of Radin's killing was effectively dead in the water, and 
had been for some time. Sergeant Carlos Avila, who headed 
the original inquiry with the late Willie Ahn, had assumed a 
new assignment in the sheriffs office. Avila had continued to 
resist the apparent cult link to the case—perhaps because the 
official crime-scene search failed to uncover the Bible and shot¬ 
gun shell and because we alone had endeavored to trace Ment¬ 
zer back to the Manson days. Avila, to his credit, came to 
regard the Cotton Club motive to be at least as likely as the 
initial belief that the killing was drug related. Gunderson and 1 
had continued to maintain that the film deal was the prime 
reason for the hit. I'd also tried to explain to Avila that we 
didn't regard Radin's death as a "cult killing," merely that at 
least one of the suspects, apparently Mentzer, did have con¬ 
nections into the occult underground and may well be the 
Manson II we'd been hunting. 

Regardless, as of January 1, 1987, new investigators, Ser¬ 
geants William Stoner and Charles Guenther, took responsibil¬ 
ity for the case while Avila toiled at a temporary assignment 
for the Sheriffs Office at the FBI Academy in Quantico, Vir¬ 
ginia. As a matter of routine, Guenther and Stoner read the 
existing Radin file to familiarize themselves with it and made a 
series of phone calls, trying to trace the history of a Cadillac 
that had once been owned by Elaine Jacobs and signed over to 
Bob Lowe—who was later arrested with Mentzer on cocaine 
charges at L.A. International Airport—on May 13, 1983, the 
day of Radin's disappearance. Stoner and Guenther suspected 
that Lowe might have received the Caddy as payment for a 
role in the Radin murder. 

Barely a week after the detectives began their inquiries, I 
was in Los Angeles to attend the Giants-Denver Super Bowl 
game on January 25. A few days after the game, on January 
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29, I met with Ted Gunderson and one of our informants on 
the case. Six months before, I'd come up with the names of 
about seven known associates of Mentzer but hadn't for¬ 
warded them to Avila because both Gunderson and I had 
grown frustrated by the lack of progress in the case and by a 
related conflict that had arisen with the detective. Gunderson 
and I lacked the authority to pursue Mentzer further, but we 
agreed to bypass the Sheriffs Office and provide the informa¬ 
tion we had to a deputy district attorney who was overseeing 
the case for the D.A. 

And so it was that I phoned Deputy District Attorney 
David Conn and arranged to see him later that afternoon. I 
told Conn that I would bring one of the informants with me. 

We arrived late, having been delayed by the afternoon rush 
hour's crunch of cars on the freeway. I introduced Conn to the 
informant, who described his association with Mentzer in the 
late sixties. I then emphasized to Conn that I was convinced 
Radin was killed over the Cotton Club financing, and that the 
purported drug ripoff was a small consideration. 1 also stated 
that Gunderson and I thought that more than one person was 
involved in ordering the hit—and 1 named the two people we 
believed were responsible. One of them, Elaine Jacobs, was 
already a police target. The other was more elusive, but Conn, 
and earlier Carlos Avila, had eyed him warily. 

I then provided Conn with the list of Mentzer associates I'd 
accumulated. Among them: Robert Lowe, Robert Deremer, 
Alex Lamota (Marti) and William Rider. 1 read a quote to 
Conn: "Mentzer, Lowe, Rider and Lamota [Marti] are the big 
four." 

Conn listened intently, and scribbled down notes as we 
talked. Before leaving, I told him I had completed a book that 
would include a section on the Radin case, and that it would 
be published—with considerable publicity—in June. The book 
in question was the original hardcover edition of The Ultimate 
Evil 

Leaving Conn's office at about 6:30 PM, I had no idea that 
the meeting we had would emerge as significant nearly two 
years in the future. 

That, of course, left the matter of Charles Manson himself. 

The questions were two: Was Manson II telling the truth 
when he told the New York group that Charles Manson "vol- 
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unteered" to kill the Tate victims for a real motive beyond the 
nightmarish Process-like Armageddon of Helter Skelter? 

And if so, who was Manson working for? 

But the investigation wouldn't tarry too long in the past. At 
the same time the Tate inquiry was underway, the Roy Radin- 
cult probe was ready to leap back across the country to New 
York in 1985—in a vicious, conclusive manner. There were 
still more murders on the menu. 
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Murder Reigned in 
Southern California 


By 1985, David Berkowitz's credibility and that of the prison 
informants was in good standing. And Manson II, as the Arlis 
Perry inquiry demonstrated, didn't lie to the New York cult 
when recounting that horrid tale. The Christine Freund setting 
was also bolstered solidly, and joined the innumerable other 
facts uncovered about the various cases since 1 began the tor¬ 
tuous journey in August 1977. With that background, and 
what we'd learned about Bill Mentzer, it would have been 
foolish to dismiss the claim about a real motive in the Tate 
murders. 

Many years had crawled by since those killings occurred, 
which made any investigation a difficult proposition. But the 
effort was important to the Son of Sam case and others we'd 
probed. All were said to be linked, and the discovery of a 
motive in the Tate murders would further cement the existence 
of the satanic network that operated between New York, 
Texas, California and the Dakotas. The evidence would reveal 
that the Manson case went far deeper than originally believed. 

There were two elements to work with: Was the allegation of 
a "hit" credible? And if so, what was the motive and for whom 
did Manson "volunteer" to commit the crimes? In this context 
the "why" of the killings also included Manson's own motiva¬ 
tion—what did he stand to gain from his alleged voluntary 
enlistment? 

The Helter Skelter motive presented in court was based on 
Manson's theology, heavily inspired by Process teachings, that 
a wave of violence should sweep across the world to bring on 
"the end." In Manson's mind, Helter Skelter (the name came 
from a Beatles song Manson twisted) would ignite a black- 
white race war. By leaving suggestive clues at slaughter scenes, 
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his disciples would deceive the establishment into blaming a 
radical group, such as the Black Panthers, for the crimes. The 
blacks would taste victory in the resulting war, but would 
founder trying to govern the new order. Then Charlie and the 
Family would emerge from hiding in the desert and assume 
command. 

Prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi built an admirable case on that 
premise, and it is one 1 don't dispute completely. The prison 
informants amplified on Helter Skelter, contending there were 
at least two motives for the killings. Put another way, Manson 
was said to be a ticking bomb, and somebody knew it. That 
somebody then tossed the bomb into the right house—10050 
Cielo Drive in Benedict Canyon, northwest of downtown Los 
Angeles. 

The Tate-La Bianca murders occurred on consecutive 
weekend nights, August 9 and 10, 1969. There were seven 
victims. Actress Sharon Tate, who was eight months pregnant; 
Roman Polanski's friend Wojtek Frykowski; coffee heiress Ab¬ 
igail Folger; prominent hairdresser Jay Sebring; and Steven 
Parent were slain shortly after midnight on Cielo Drive. 

Parent, eighteen, had been visiting young caretaker William 
Garretson who occupied the guest cottage on the rented Po¬ 
lanski property. He was shot dead by Charles (Tex) Watson, 
twenty-two, as his Rambler neared the exit gate. Inside the 
house, the others were shot, stabbed and beaten. 

Frykowski and Folger, his girlfriend, were chased from the 
home and died on the lawn. Sebring and Tate were killed in 
the living room; a length of rope around their necks bound 
them together. There is evidence that after the killers left 
someone—Manson and a companion—arrived at the house 
and tried to hang Sharon Tate and Sebring from the front 
porch, but were unsuccessfi.il and dragged them back to the 
living room. 

Mastermind Manson—while not a participant—was con¬ 
victed, as were the actual killers: Watson, Patricia Krenwinkel 
and Susan Atkins—who admitted tasting Tate's blood. 

The next night, in L.A.'s Los Feliz section, wealthy super¬ 
market president Leno La Bianca, forty-four, and his wife, 
Rosemary, thirty-eight, were stabbed to death inside their 
home at 3301 Waverly Drive. Manson, who initially tied up 
the couple, was convicted here as well, along with actual kill¬ 
ers Watson, Krenwinkel and Leslie Van Houten. 

After several months of investigation, the cases—which the 
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Tate detectives didn't link—broke when Atkins, in jail on an¬ 
other charge, talked to her cellmates, in a manner similar to 
Berkowitz's conversations with Vinny and Danny. To build its 
case against the others, the L.A. prosecution eventually 
granted immunity to Linda Kasabian, who was at both scenes 
but was not a killer. 

The police investigation of the murders—especially the Tate 
killings—left much to be desired, as Bugliosi pointed out in his 
book Helter Skelter. And it is the Tate murders to which the 
New York informants directed their comments. But there were 
a number of intriguing facts surrounding the La Bianca slay¬ 
ings, too. 

At the time of his death, Leno La Bianca, president of the 
Gateway Markets chain, was about $230,000 in debt—appar¬ 
ently a result of his addiction to horses. That is a motive for 
murder. La Bianca not only bet the ponies, he owned nine 
thoroughbreds. He had also served on the board of directors of 
a Hollywood bank police believed was Mafia-connected. Sev¬ 
eral of the bank's board members were convicted of fraudulent 
financial dealings. La Bianca, however, had no criminal re¬ 
cord. Somewhere in that maze another motive may have 
lurked. 

His wife, Rosemary, had herself accumulated a considerable 
fortune by the time she died. Divorced and the mother of two 
young children, she had worked as a car hop and cocktail 
waitress to support herself. At the time of her 1959 marriage 
to Leno, she was a waitress at the Los Feliz Inn. However, she 
subsequently became a partner in a dress shop. Boutique Car¬ 
riage, and put some cash into the stock market. A waitress in 
1959, Rosemary La Bianca herself left an estate ten years later 
valued at $2,600,000—more than five million in 1986 dollars. 
It was, to put it mildly, a remarkable success story. 

In the weeks before the murders, there were problems in the 
La Bianca home. Rosemary told a neighbor the house was 
entered more than once while she and Leno were away on 
weekends. Their telephone was also bugged. Ed Sanders re¬ 
ported that a rare coin collection, possibly taken from the 
home, was later discovered in another house on Waverly; one 
said to be owned by a bookmaker, who abandoned the resi¬ 
dence about a week after the murders. There was a concurrent 
story which held that one of Manson's top lieutenants, Brace 
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Davis, took a valuable collection of silver dollars to England 
about nine months before the killings. 

Davis did make the trip, and spent time with the Process in 
London, according to L.A. homicide sources. Whether or not 
he actually had the silver dollars is unknown, but Leno La 
Bianca was indeed an avid coin collector. 

Nonetheless, it was determined that the La Biancas were 
randomly slain by Manson's "children." But could the La 
Biancas have been under someone's scrutiny? Yes, they were. 
And it also remains possible that a connection to Manson lay 
somewhere in the abyss, for Manson was a career criminal and 
con man with a multitude of contacts on both sides of the Los 
Angeles tracks. 

Linda Kasabian testified that Manson had her drive indis¬ 
criminately around L.A. before specifically directing her to the 
La Bianca home on the night of the killings. The La Biancas, 
who purchased 3301 Waverly Drive from Leno's mother in 
1968, lived next door to a home formerly occupied by friends 
of Manson. So Manson knew the layout of that house, 3267 
Waverly. Yet he instead chose to enter the La Bianca home at 2 
AM with the lights on and the couple still up; and he and Tex 
Watson did so without leaving any signs of a break-in. And 
then, without any indication of a struggle, they tied up the 
couple. Manson then left and instructed the others, who were 
waiting outside, to join Watson and kill them. 

Curiously, Leno La Bianca's boat, which was hitched to his 
car, was found on the street outside the house, not in the long, 
private driveway. A coin collection was in the car's trunk and 
Leno's wallet was in the glove compartment. On the street, the 
boat and car were almost inviting theft. 

It's not that Leno was careless; he was concerned about the 
boat and stored it in the garage of his mother's home. So its 
presence on the street—at a point beyond his driveway—was 
unusual. Also, water skis were removed from the boat that 
night; they were found behind the house, leaning on the fender 
of Rosemary's own car. Is it reasonable to have been worried 
enough about water skis to lug them at least forty yards up the 
driveway to the house while leaving behind in plain view a 
boat hitched to a year-old Thunderbird? 

Then, too, Leno was slain in his pajamas while Rosemary 
was found wearing one of her favorite expensive dresses over a 
pair of "shorty" pajamas. She hadn't worn it earlier in the 
evening—the couple had just returned from a casual day at 



592 Web of Conspiracy 

Lake Isabella. Manson has said he told her to put the dress on, 
but the combination of Rosemary's attire and the boat and car 
in the street may signify that Rosemary went out alone shortly 
before the murders and didn't want to pull the rig into the long 
driveway, which was Leno's task, when she returned. The wal¬ 
let and coins might have been left in the car because the auto 
and boat were parked in the driveway when the couple arrived 
home about an hour before the killings. If Rosemary went out, 
she may have used the T-Bird or backed that car and the boat 
from the driveway and used her own vehicle, which was 
parked behind the house. Her keys and house keys were re¬ 
portedly found in the ignition of her unlocked car; another 
enigma. Rosemary had been concerned about the house being 
entered. Would she have gone to Lake Isabella leaving her 
house keys and car keys in plain view in an unlocked vehicle? 
Or had she actually just driven the car right before the 
murders and upon her return left them behind for some rea¬ 
son? 

Combined with the absence of signs of a break-in or a strug¬ 
gle inside the house, it is conceivable that such events oc¬ 
curred. If so, and combined with the other puzzling factors, 
they would indicate a possible connection between Manson 
and the La Biancas. If one existed, it probably was in the 
narcotics area. But police reportedly found no evidence of such 
activity on the part of either victim. However, a Los Angeles 
source told me in early 1987 that Rosemary La Bianca was 
indeed involved in LSD dealing. The statement has not yet 
been corroborated. 

Putting aside a potential link to Manson, the La Biancas 
may have been killed in a "cover crime"—to use Vinny's term 
about cult MO in New York—intended to divert police atten¬ 
tion from real motives the night before on Cielo Drive. 

At both residences—and at the home of musician Gary Hin- 
man, a Manson acquaintance slain July 27 over what Manson 
later admitted was a botched dope deal—common elements 
appeared, among them variations of the word "pig" written in 
blood. There was no attempt by the killers to disassociate the 
crimes. 

Does that fact tend to bolster the Helter Skelter motive and 
discount the charge of real motive on Cielo Drive? No, it 
doesn't. Because if Helter Skelter was the only reason for 
Tate-La Bianca, why did the notorious public murders stop 
after the La Bianca slayings? Two consecutive nights and 
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Manson's master plan was terminated? Tex Watson split for 
Texas, Patricia Krenwinkel for Alabama and Kasabian for 
New Hampshire. 

Why didn't they do it again and again in just such a vicious, 
publicity-garnering manner? They didn't. Manson moved his 
minions deep into the desert. 

"Manson," Vinny wrote from Dannemora, "was a puppet." 

The questions about the short-lived Helter Skelter are signif¬ 
icant, and so is the fact that Manson crimes in the summer of 
'69 were not motiveless: Hinman, killed over dope; Bernard 
Crowe, a black dope dealer wounded by Manson over a drug 
burn; Donald (Shorty) Shea, a hand at the Spahn movie ranch, 
where the clan lived, slain because he had knowledge of Tate- 
La Bianca; and the Tate slayings themselves, for which we'd 
soon discover a motive. 

In that context, it would appear that there may also have 
been a real motive for the La Bianca murders as well. But if 
not, it is almost certain that they were killed to confuse the 
issue of legitimate motive on Cielo Drive. It should be remem¬ 
bered that Manson did believe in Helter Skelter, so he had his 
own reasons for directing the butchery, even if his marching 
orders were issued elsewhere. 

Manson prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi, hampered by ineffi¬ 
cient detective work on the Tate killings particularly, acknowl¬ 
edged that he only went with the Helter Skelter motive in 
court because the police investigation failed to unearth an¬ 
other. Maybe they didn't look hard enough. 

To find another reason for the Cielo Drive slayings, one has 
to search through the original police investigation and the ex¬ 
tended social and narcotics circle populated by both Manson 
and the residents of the Tate house. 

At the beginning, Los Angeles authorities focused on drugs 
as the impetus for the killings. And four of the LAPD's top 
suspects were none other than people tied closely to Mama 
Cass Elliot and her crowd. To the best of our knowledge, Roy 
Radin and Manson 11 suspect Bill Mentzer wasn't among 
them, but the fact is that these four men were prime targets 
during the investigation's fust month. All were cleared of di¬ 
rect complicity when they provided alibis and passed poly¬ 
graph tests. One, however, was tested twice. 

The four, who were known to police and others as reputed 
drug dealers, were frequent guests at Cielo Drive while 
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Frykowski and Folger house-sat for the Polanskis from April 
1, 1969, until the night of the murders. And even after Sharon 
Tate returned from abroad in mid-July, the visits continued. 
One of the men acknowledged being in the house twice during 
the week of the murders—including the day before they oc¬ 
curred. 

One of Cass's entourage, Pic Dawson, the jet-setting son of a 
State Department official, actually lived in Frykowski's home 
when he and Abigail relocated to Cielo Drive. 

As friends of Frykowski, Dawson, Ben Carmthers, Tom 
Flarrigan and Billy Doyle crashed Roman Polanski's house¬ 
warming party at 10050 Cielo in mid-March 1969 and were 
ejected after a scuffle. They weren't happy about that. But after 
the Polanskis left for Europe their visits resumed, at Frykow¬ 
ski's invitation. 

Billy Doyle, who was close to Mama Cass, also knew Roy 
Radin suspect Bill Mentzer, said a Los Angeles source who 
was acquainted with both men. "1 was in the same room with 
them. They were part of the same scene; they know each 
other," the informant reported. So Mentzer not only knew one 
of the Tate victims—Folger—he also knew Billy Doyle, ac¬ 
cording to the source. 

We were getting ever closer to Manson 11 and the hidden 
secrets of the Cielo Drive nightmare. 

According to police reports, friends of Frykowski and our 
own sources, Frykowski became involved in LSD dealing and 
also was offered a wholesale distributorship of the amphet¬ 
amine MDA—which was found in both his and Folger's sys¬ 
tems the night they died. 

Frykowski, a recent immigrant to the United States, didn't 
have the money to make wholesale drug purchases; he was 
unemployed. This was a subtlety the police apparently missed. 
But his girlfriend had the funds. Coffee heiress Abigail Folger 
had the cash to support Frykowski's endeavor, and our sources 
say she did just that. 

"Folger was backing Frykowski in the drug business," said 
the former FBI operative, who knew Folger personally. "And 
your guy Mentzer got around in that scene all the time. It was 
what they were all into." 

As so often happens in narcotics merchandising, friction 
sparked a feud between Frykowski and the suppliers, and a 
member of Cass's crowd pulled a gun and threatened Frykow- 
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ski's life not long before the murders. Additionally, one indi¬ 
vidual from this same group became incensed when, also 
shortly before the killings, Frykowski threw him out of his 
Woodstock Road address. The eviction occurred because this 
friend of Cass's allegedly choked Wojtek's friend, artist Witold 
Kaczankowski (Witold K.), who was temporarily living in the 
house while Wojtek and Folger were residing at Cielo Drive. 

Frykowski, some said, got in way over his head without even 
recognizing that he was careening toward white water. Four 
from the Cass group were later turned in as suspects in the 
Tate murders by associates of both Frykowski and Mama Cass 
—including John Phillips, Witold K. and gossip columnist 
Steve Brandt. 

But it would be misleading to limit these men to Mama 
Cass. They were known to others in the social network, too. 
And there is no telling exactly how far and in what directions 
the drug pipeline extended. 

And now, into the week of the murders. As stated, one of 
Cass's friends visited the Cielo Drive house twice and was 
introduced there to Sharon Tate the day before the killings. 
Frykowski also received a new MDA shipment that week, and 
was concurrently said to be "in the midst of a ten-day mesca¬ 
line experiment." 

John Phillips said in 1986 that Frykowski showed up at his 
Bel Air Drive home during those final days and demanded to 
be let in. Phillips said that he turned Wojtek away because he 
seemed incoherent. So the purpose of the unexpected visit re¬ 
mains unexplained. 

Also that week, Ed Sanders reported, a large party was held 
on Cielo Drive at which Billy Doyle, acquaintance of Bill 
Mentzer, was allegedly whipped as the result of a dope burn 
involving about $2,000 worth of cocaine which was perpe¬ 
trated on Jay Sebring, who was present at the affair. 

Investigating, Sanders heard only silence from those said to 
have attended the party, whose roster apparently included 
John Phillips. But actor Dennis Hopper, quoted by an L.A. 
newspaper, did comment publicly on the matter: "They had 
fallen into sadism and masochism and bestiality—and they re¬ 
corded it all on videotape, too. The L.A. police told me this. I 
know that three days before they were killed twenty-five peo¬ 
ple were invited to that house for a mass-whipping of a dealer 
from Sunset Strip who'd given them bad dope." 
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The party was held to honor French film director Roger 
Vadim, who was then married to actress and anti-war activist 
Jane Fonda. But at what point in the proceedings the alleged 
whipping-taping occurred is unknown. However, Sanders re¬ 
ported that Sebring did bring undeveloped film to a photo lab 
on Wednesday, August 6, and the Polanski maid was olf the 
night before. The party, then, apparently occurred on Tuesday 
night, the fifth. 

On the night of the killings, as noted previously, a man 
named Joel Rostau, the boyfriend of an employee of Sebring's, 
delivered some drugs to 10050 Cielo Drive. Rostau would be 
murdered in New York about fifteen months later, and another 
of Sebring's associates would be slain in Florida about a month 
after that. 

The name of that game was narcotics, not Helter Skelter. 

And then there was the subject of witchcraft, black hoods 
and leather aprons. While it should be recalled that Frykowski 
and Folger were in temporary residence at Cielo Drive, it is 
known that British warlock Alex Saunders, who participated 
in a film Sharon Tate shot in England before her marriage, 
said he initiated Sharon into witchcraft. 

Saunders, who said he studied under master black magician 
Aleister Crowley himself, was connected to OTO and other 
cult activity in Britain. It is not known if he was involved with 
the Process there. But Alex Saunders said he possessed photos 
of Sharon standing inside a ritual magic circle. 

Police denied that black hoods and leather aprons were 
found in the loft above the living room at 10050 Cielo Drive. 
However, Ed Sanders told me in July 1985 that FBI sources 
informed him those items were indeed there—along with "an 
inverted ace of spades," said to be a form of cultic life sign. 
Doris Tate, Sharon's mother, also said that a white cape was 
found in the house. 

Thus, there appears to have been no lack of real motives to 
supplement Helter Skelter, ranging from dope to revenge to 
occult-related matters. There was no evidence to demonstrate 
the New York prison informants were wrong—and I don't 
think they were. 

Manson himself has alleged that the "true" motive remains 
secret, that a major scandal would erupt if it was revealed. 
Various members of his Family have echoed those sentiments. 
Among them are: Venice, California, biker Danny De Carlo, 
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whom Sanders said police linked to a Process offshoot in Santa 
Barbara; convicted Gary Hinman killer Bobby Beausoleil, who 
had been affiliated with a San Francisco Satan cult; Catherine 
(Gypsy) Share; Vem Plumlee; and others. Most have ascribed 
the motive to a dope burn. 

In a 1987 interview with an associate of mine, Manson 
added a twist to the narcotics motive. "Don't you think those 
people deserved to die—they were involved in kiddie porn," he 
alleged, but didn't say just who in the Tate-La Bianca cases he 
was referring to. 

Another source close to Manson told Sanders that a "real 
millionaire" friend of Manson's, whose large black car Man- 
son wrecked around the time of the murders, was involved. 
This source added that an $11,000 LSD burn was in the pic¬ 
ture. The millionaire's name wasn't revealed to Sanders, but 
the information narrowed the field. And there are several rea¬ 
sons to believe the statement had a basis in fact. One of those is 
an incident which occurredjust two nights after the La Bianca 
slayings. 

At approximately 1 AM on August 12, Manson arrived at 
the home of a friend, Melba Kronkite, who lived in the Malibu 
area. Manson asked Kronkite for $825 to bail out follower 
Mary Brunner, who'd been jailed several days before on a 
stolen credit card charge. Melba couldn't provide the cash, 
and watched as an angry Manson drove off behind the wheel 
of a large black car, apparently the same one referred to by 
Sanders' source. 

The "millionaire" allegation also blended with Manson's 
reference to a major scandal—as does a mysterious trip he 
made, which will be discussed shortly. 

Vem Plumlee told a reporter that the killers went to Cielo 
Drive to get dope purveyor Frykowski and anyone else pres¬ 
ent. This comment is both logical and supportable. It may also 
mesh with the millionaire-LSD burn information because 
Frykowski, as Roman Polanski's friend, was traveling in some 
select circles. 

Beyond that, Frykowski emerges as a likely target by pro¬ 
cess of elimination. The pregnant Sharon Tate, who was over¬ 
seas during four of the five previous months, would be an 
unlikely candidate. Abigail Folger likewise, to an extent. She 
was a shadow of the controlling Frykowski, who primed her 
narcotics usage, and, the sources say, she was also financing 
his dope distribution enterprise. On the surface, Jay Sebring 
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may have appeared to be a plausible intended target. His co¬ 
caine habit was known to friends, and police learned of it soon 
after his death. 

But Sebring was a client rather than a dealer, and he didn't 
live at Cielo Drive. While a frequent visitor, he usually slept at 
home, where he was into a mild bondage scene with willing 
female partners whom he'd tie up and photograph before cul¬ 
minating the sex act. Moreover, although Sebring's intent to 
visit the Tate house that final night was known by some in the 
crowd, there wouldn't appear to have been any guarantee that 
he'd still be there at about 12:20 AM, when the killers arrived, 
since he was scheduled to % to San Francisco the next day 
and may well have intended to go home earlier. 

A Los Angeles source who was knowledgeable about the 
Manson set in 1969 said: "Frykowski was the motive. He had 
stung his own suppliers for a fair amount of money and that 
didn't go down well at all with the people at the top of the 
drug scene here. And to make it worse, he was upsetting the 
structure of the LSD marketplace by dealing independently, 
outside the established chain of supply. He was a renegade." 

The source knew Abigail Folger and others in the circle. 

The "fair amount" of money the source described may have 
been the $11,000 Sanders reported, but my informant said the 
total sum was "probably a lot higher." 

However, the source confirmed the relevance of the black 
car Manson was seen driving two days after the murders. Ac¬ 
cording to information we uncovered, the black car apparently 
was a Mercedes-Benz that was owned by a wealthy individual 
who lived part-time in Berkeley, California, during the Man- 
son era. Sources say that the car owner, whom 1 will call Chris 
Jetz, was a narcotics "middleman" who distributed hallucino¬ 
genic drugs from secret LSD and MDA laboratories to drop¬ 
off points for pickup by elements of the Hell's Angels biker 
gang, who controlled most of the street-level distribution of 
chemical narcotics in the L.A. area at the time. 

The source's name and Jetz's real name have been turned 
over to authorities. And the biker connection, from the Pro¬ 
cess and Manson to the New York prison statements, had now 
appeared several times during the overall investigation. 

Sources also said that Jetz had ties, in the form of funding, 
to the upscale, self-awareness Esalen Institute in Big Sur, Cali¬ 
fornia. 
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The Los Angeles drug scene in 1969 could be likened to a 
field of pyramids which roughly divided the marketplace into 
various specialized segments. Near the top of one pyramid, the 
chemical dope edifice, was a man connected to Jetz; a superior, 
so to speak. This man was said to have been a former Israeli 
who had strong links to the international intelligence commu¬ 
nity. He wasn't employed by U.S. or Israeli intelligence, at 
least not at the time of the murders. Rather, he was regarded 
as a rogue who, in addition to his elevated narcotics ranking, 
was suspected by some of being an operative for the Soviet 
Union; perhaps free-lance. 

This information, which I unearthed in 1986, apparently 
explained something Ed Sanders earlier told me: "There were 
so many investigations going on out there after the murders 
that I began to wonder if the Process was a front for some 
intelligence operation." 

Sanders said that the FBI, Israeli intelligence, the California 
Beverage Control Board, the Los Angeles DA's office, as well 
as the LAPD and the Los Angeles Sheriffs Department, all 
mounted probes of the Tate murders, with the Treasury De¬ 
partment involved peripherally. And those were the ones he 
knew about. 

Whatever clandestine bonds may have existed on top of 
Dope Mountain, the inquiry we conducted resulted in the de¬ 
termination that Frykowski was the primary target, with Fol- 
ger secondary, and that LSD dealing and market control was 
the principal motive. 

Mansonite Vem Plumlee added an intriguing gem to his 
own Frykowski comment: he said the killers had received in¬ 
formation that Sharon Tate wasn't supposed to be home that 
night. Interestingly, it appears that Sharon did plan to spend 
the evening at the home of a girlfriend, Sheilah Welles, but 
then changed her mind. 

But if Manson in fact received that tip it could only have 
emanated from a handful of people—those who, directly or 
indirectly, were in contact with Sharon, Jay Sebring, Folger or 
Frykowski within forty-eight hours of the murders. 

And one of them would have wanted people dead on Cielo 
Drive. 

Could Manson himself have known any of Mama Cass's 
crowd, others in the extended group, or even one of the vie- 
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tims? The prosecution and police didn't pursue this angle suc¬ 
cessfully, but the answer is decidedly yes. 

Manson Family associate Charles Melton said: "I've heard 
that Charlie used to go down to Mama Cass's place and they 
were all sitting around and she'd bring out the food. Squeaky 
[Fromme, who later tried to shoot President Gerald Ford] and 
Gypsy [Catherine Share] were down there. Everyone would 
jam and have fun and eat." 

Manson also was closely linked to record and TV producer 
Terry Melcher; his young assistant, Gregg Jakobson; and 
Beach Boys drummer Dennis Wilson. 

Wilson and Melcher were good friends of John Phillips, and 
Cass was associated with Bill Mentzer, among others. Phillips 
said that Melcher and Wilson frequently tried to interest him 
in Manson's music and philosophy. Talent manager Rudy Al- 
tobelli, the actual owner of 10050 Cielo Drive, testified at 
Manson's trial that Melcher and Jakobson often praised Man- 
son to him. 

But whereas Altobelli and Phillips said they declined these 
suggestions, Sanders reported that Manson's bus was observed 
parked at Phillips' Bel Air home in the autumn of 1968, and 
that Manson apparently also attended a 1968 New Year's Eve 
party there. 

Whether or not this was so, the links between Manson, Wil¬ 
son, Cass, Phillips, Melcher and Jakobson are evident. 

The Manson-Melcher relationship was instigated by Dennis 
Wilson. In the summer of 1968 he introduced Manson to 
Melcher and Jakobson while Charlie and some followers were 
in residence at Wilson's Sunset Boulevard estate. Wilson paid 
dearly for his hospitable attitude: the Family scrounged him 
out of considerable money and wrecked one of his cars. One of 
the Beach Boys' gold records ended up at the Spahn movie 
ranch. 

But Wilson, Jakobson and Melcher were in tune with Char¬ 
lie Manson, and a Manson song, rewritten by the Beach Boys, 
was released as a Beach Boys' flip side in December 1968. The 
"A" side was a remake of Ersel Hickey's "Bluebirds Over the 
Mountain," and Manson's backing tune was originally titled— 
honestly—"Cease to Exist." But the group changed those 
words to "cease to resist" and added a new title, "Never Learn 
Not to Love," which wasn't quite what Manson had in mind. 

In the spring of 1969, Wilson told a British rock magazine 
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that the Beach Boys might release a Manson album. He called 
Manson "the Wizard." 

During the 1968 "Cease to Exist" period, Terry Melcher 
was living with actress Candice Bergen in the future death 
house, 10050 Cielo Drive. And Tex Watson and Manson fol¬ 
lower Dean Moorehouse were said to have passed a lot of 
hours at that residence during that summer of '68. In fact, 
Moorehouse actually lived in the house, with Melcher's con¬ 
currence, after Melcher moved to Malibu and before his sub¬ 
tenants, the Polanskis, occupied the premises on February 15, 
1969. 

Moorehouse provides a curious twist to this story. The mid¬ 
dle-aged former minister moved to California in 1965 from 
North Dakota. He was a native of Minot, of all places, went to 
college there and worked several jobs in the city before finding 
God. He then headed congregations in two North Dakota 
towns, one of which was near both Bismarck and Minot. In 
light of the Arlis Perry scenario in Bismarck and other doings 
in Minot, these links are provocative. Though he was gone 
from North Dakota by the seventies, it is certain native son 
Dean Moorehouse had contacts there. 

Dean's daughter, Ruth Ann (Ouisch), was herself a hard¬ 
core Manson follower to the end. Though barely seventeen, 
Ruth Ann was no shrinking violet: she was implicated in the 
attempted murder of defector Barbara Hoyt. Ouisch fed her an 
LSD-laced hamburger in Honolulu, where Hoyt had gone to 
hide during the Manson trial. 

After Manson's arrest, a number of his society contacts, not 
surprisingly, tried to downplay their interaction with him. 
Among them was Terry Melcher, who had a show business 
image to consider. But, Sanders reported, Melcher's relation¬ 
ship with Manson was more extensive than generally believed. 
For instance, Sanders wrote that Manson and others in the 
Family occasionally borrowed Melcher's car and were given 
permission to use his credit card while on the road. It was love 
and flowers in those early days. 

In addition, Manson became quite friendly with a young 
divorcee, Charlene Cafritz, who was a close friend of Melcher 
confidant Alan Warnecke. Like Melcher, Cafritz was a person 
with considerable wealth. She also was a friend of Sharon 
Tate, and attended her funeral. 

Manson met Cafritz at Dennis Wilson's beach house in 
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1968. Later, Charlie and three of his female followers visited, 
at Cafritz's expense, a luxury resort in Reno, Nevada, where 
she was staying. While in Reno, in December 1968, Cafritz— 
who was awaiting a divorce settlement there which would net 
her about $2 million—tried to buy Manson a Cadillac, Sanders 
reported. Interestingly, she was also said to have purchased a 
number of thoroughbred horses, which were then resold or 
given away. 

In Reno, Charlene Cafritz took a series of private films of 
Manson and the girls. The whereabouts of these perhaps sen¬ 
sual epics is unknown. But the Cafritz connection, which some 
close to the Manson case consider a "good lead" for anyone 
interested in following through on the investigation, is now 
minus Charlene herself. She died about two years later of an 
overdose. 

Moving forward to the summer of slaughter: Terry Melcher 
and Gregg Jakobson visited Manson at the Spahn ranch on 
June 3. Earlier, Jakobson and Dennis Wilson recorded Man- 
son for an album audition but Melcher, who sat in on the 
session, wasn't too impressed. The music business was career 
goal number one for Manson, who wasn't thrilled that 
Melcher was lagging on the deal. A certain animosity was 
brewing. 

But now the talk was of a documentary film which would 
depict the daily life of the Family. Stills and tapes for a presen¬ 
tation were already shot. Manson, however, wanted machetes 
and gore, whereas the others sought to portray the soft side of 
communal living, then in vogue in America. 

Melcher had previously come to the ranch on May 18, when 
he listened to Charlie and the girls sing. He'd heard better. But 
he returned on June 3 with Jakobson and sound engineer Mike 
Deasy, who had a rolling recording studio in his van. 

Melcher was also accompanied by a young starlet named 
either Shara or Sharon who'd apparently been to Spahn before, 
wearing wigs to disguise her identity. While at the ranch. Man- 
son and Melcher got into a heated argument as Jakobson and 
the starlet stood by. Its origin was unknown, but it apparently 
concerned the focus of the film. 

Mansonite Edward (Sunshine) Pierce saw them arguing but 
was unable to overhear any particulars. However, about thirty 
minutes later he knew something was up. Manson walked over 
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to Pierce, pledged him to secrecy and asked if he'd help mur¬ 
der somebody. 

"He said he had one person in particular he wanted me to 
help him kill and said there might have to be some other peo¬ 
ple killed," Pierce later said. "He said he could probably round 
up maybe five thousand dollars or more and give it to me if 1 
helped him pull this job." 

Manson didn't name anybody, but Pierce had some clouded 
insight into why Charlie wanted to accomplish the crime(s). 
Paraphrasing Manson, Pierce said: "If you ever want to get 
anything and you want it bad enough, you can't let anybody 
come between you when you are going to do something." 

Pierce believed Manson was serious, so he called his family 
in Texas and they wired money to him. Sunshine Pierce flew 
home the next day. 

Both Jakobson and Melcher were familiar with Manson's 
philosophies. Jakobson, for instance, told prosecutor Bugliosi 
that over the course of the year preceding the murders, he had 
a hundred hours of in-depth conversations with Manson. 

It is somewhat perplexing that neither Wilson, Jakobson nor 
Melcher thought of Manson immediately after the carnage at 
Melcher's former residence. In any event, they didn't call the 
police. But perhaps they were frightened or simply didn't 
make the connection. 

Melcher, for example, professed great fear of Manson dur¬ 
ing the trial, asking if he could testify through a loudspeaker in 
a side room rather than lace Charlie head on. The request was 
denied. But, as it turned out, he needn't have worried. Man- 
son's defense attorney didn't cross-examine Melcher. Prosecu¬ 
tor Bugliosi said that this strategy was "probably at Manson's 
request." 

Also, Paul Fitzgerald, first Manson's attorney and later the 
representative of Patricia Krenwinkel, announced to the press 
that John Phillips and Mama Cass would be called as defense 
witnesses. But for some reason plans were changed, and the 
two former members of the Mamas and the Papas never took 
the stand. 

As noted, various motives for the killings were evident both 
on and beneath the surface. Pertinent activities at Cielo Drive 
immediately prior to the murders have also been discussed, but 
Manson's own actions just before and after the slayings may 
provide an important piece of the puzzle. 
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After having been around L.A. all summer, Manson left 
town early on Sunday morning, August 3, just days before the 
murders. After purchasing gas at a station in nearby Canoga 
Park, he made a beeline for the coast and Highway 1. Up the 
coastline he drove, heading for Big Sur, about three hundred 
miles away. 

The following morning, at about four o'clock, he picked up 
Stephanie Schram, a seventeen-year-old hitchhiker, at a gas 
station somewhat south of Big Sur, apparently in Gorda. 
Where Manson was earlier in the day isn't known for certain, 
but he may have been at the Esalen Institute in Big Sur—a 
well-known sensitivity center whose seminars attracted afflu¬ 
ent knowledge seekers of the day. Its sessions were hosted by 
philosophers, psychiatrists, meditation proponents—and even 
prominent Satanists. Robert DeGrimston, head of the Process, 
reportedly lectured there. 

But if Manson wasn't positively placed at Esalen on August 
\ 3, he indeed was two nights later. Schram, who stayed with 
Manson and was initiated to LSD by him, told prosecutors 
that Manson left her outside Esalen in his truck, took his gui¬ 
tar and went inside. When she awoke in the morning, he was 
back. And, she said, his mood wasn't good. It was now August 
6, about sixty-six hours from murder. 

Why was Manson at Esalen? There is no clear answer. He'd 
told some followers at the Spahn ranch that he was heading 
north to look for new recruits. He later told another associate, 
Paul Watkins, that he played his guitar for top people at Es¬ 
alen who rejected his music. 

It is also quite possible that he was there for a reason which 
involved chemical narcotics dealer Chris Jetz, who sources say 
provided a degree of financial backing for Esalen. However, 
Esalen officials refused to acknowledge Manson's presence 
there. 

Big Sur isn't far from Santa Cruz, home of Chingon cult 
activity. And when Manson picked up Stephanie south of Big 
Sur at 4 AM on August 4, he had two male companions with 
him. Stephanie testified that these unidentified men were hitch¬ 
hikers who soon left the truck. At least that's what she 
thought they were. 

Regardless, Manson and Stephanie drove south from Big 
Sur on August 6, stopped overnight at the Spahn ranch outside 
L.A. and then drove to the home of Stephanie's married sister 
in San Diego on the seventh. That night, Manson frightened 
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the sister by predicting: "People are going to be slaughtered. 
They'll be lying on their lawns dead." And within thirty hours, 
they indeed would be. 

Was Manson's alleged rejection at Esalen the final straw, 
compounded by his learning on August 8 that Bobby 
Beausoleil had been bagged for the Hinman murder? It is im¬ 
possible to say with certainty. Manson was the only source for 
what happened at the institute. If he'd been there for another 
reason, he wasn't likely to inform stranger Stephanie or Paul 
Watkins, who was not considered part of the insider murder 
machine. 

But the New York informants hadn't said Manson lacked 
his own reasons for committing the crimes. The point made 
was that someone took advantage of Manson's madness and 
guided him to Cielo Drive. 

In that sense, whether Manson was spurned at Esalen is 
irrelevant. It's only if he wasn't that matters. 

After the killings, Manson's actions indicate that if he was 
under orders on the murders, it wasn't in exchange for money. 
He first showed up at Dennis Wilson's house with Stephanie. 
Wilson later said Manson wanted $1,500 so he could get out to 
the desert. So much for Helter Skelter. It was at this time, 
Stephanie testified, that Wilson told Manson the police had 
questioned him about someone who'd been shot in the stom¬ 
ach. This was Bernard (Lotsa Poppa) Crowe, a black dope 
dealer who lived near Mama Cass. Manson had wounded him 
July 1 over a marijuana burn, and one of Wilson's friends was 
there at the time. Wilson turned down Manson's request for 
money, and Charlie then issued a veiled threat against Wil¬ 
son's son. 

Charlie also sought out Gregg Jakobson, and was again un¬ 
successful in his quest for cash. He handed Jakobson, of all 
things, a .44 bullet and advised him to tell Wilson there were 
more where that one came from. Manson also dropped in on 
Melba Kronkite in the Malibu area driving the big black car 
and seeking bail money for Mary Brunner. Whoever else Man- 
son may have called on is unknown. 

Arrested on other charges on October 12, Manson never left 
jail again. Susan Atkins talked in prison, and the case broke in 
December. 

The preceding scenario isn't intended to be the final word on 
the relevant issues of the Manson case. My interest in it was 
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based on the alleged relationship between Manson 11 and the 
original Charlie; and in the charge that Manson, said to be a 
member of the Son of Sam "umbrella" cult organization, acted 
on the request of another. Bill Mentzer's appearance in the 
web added more impetus to search through the haze of sixteen 
years. 

Prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi was faced with a difficult en¬ 
deavor as it was. He proved that Manson, although not a di¬ 
rect participant, had ordered the Tate-La Bianca killings. The 
idea of picking through that puzzle to see who may have 
pulled Manson's strings—and why—would have been beyond 
a reasonable expectation at that time. 

But the biggest connection was one missed by authorities, 
and that link fused other bombshells which also evaded the 
police and the district attorney's office. 

The summer of love, 1967, in San Francisco. Throughout 
the United States, flower power reigned but San Francisco was 
Mecca. In a song written by his close friend John Phillips, 
Scott McKenzie advised people coming to the city by the bay 
to wear flowers in their hair because "summertime will be a 
love-in there." Eric Burdon of the Animals sang about warm 
"San Franciscan Nights." The hometown Jefferson Airplane 
wanted "Somebody to Love" and told about Alice when she 
was ten feet tall in the acid-laced "White Rabbit." 

It was Haight-Ashbury, the Grateful Dead, Quicksilver 
Messenger Service, the Monterey festival, drugs, sex, Vietnam 
War resistance and hippiedom. It was the summer the Beatles' 
"Sergeant Pepper" marched into the United States dropping 
hints about sugar-cube highs and The Doors' "Light My Fire" 
rocketed to number one. It was also the era when Charles 
Manson met up with the Process. 

And the time when he first met one of the eventual Tate 
victims. 

Vincent Bugliosi suspected Manson had contact with the 
Process in San Francisco. But the prosecution didn't pursue 
that suspicion. Similarly, the district attorney's office said it 
sought but was unable to find a link between Manson and a 
Cielo Drive victim, which would have significantly altered the 
perception of the case. 

But we learned that Charlie and Abigail Folger were friends 
for a time in San Francisco and that Manson hooked up with 
the Process there as well. 
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The Folger information comes from a reliable informant 
who knew both Folger and Manson. The source said he had 
dinner one night in September 1967 with Manson, Folger and 
two other individuals at a small seafood restaurant near 
Golden Gate Park, not far from the Haight. 

One of the others at the table was an aspiring actor and 
stuntman named Donald (Shorty) Shea. He later headed south 
to Los Angeles and found work at the Spahn movie ranch. 

Shorty Shea was murdered by the Family in the fallout from 
the Tate-La Bianca slayings, allegedly because he knew too 
much. 

He indeed did. Unknown by the police and prosecution. 
Shea had known Manson and Folger in San Francisco two 
years before the murders and actually went down to L.A. in 
Manson's company, according to the source. This revelation 
also seriously impacts the case. Two people seated in that sea¬ 
food restaurant that night in 1967 were later murdered on the 
instructions of a third. 

The source's statement—which was supported by that of 
another California informant who said Shea also knew Bill 
Mentzer's associates—destroys Helter Skelter as the only mo¬ 
tive for the slayings and clearly demonstrates there were other 
factors involved. The New York informants had hit the target 
again. 

Ed Sanders had heard that Manson attended a hind-raising 
event in San Francisco that was chaired by Abigail Folger's 
mother. He also knew that in 1967 Manson met disciple Mary 
Brunner at the University of California, Berkeley, where Brun¬ 
ner worked in the library and Folger at the university's art 
museum. And he had received information that Manson met 
Folger at Mama Cass's home. But Sanders wasn't able to flesh 
out the Folger connection. We were. 

"Gibby had more money than she knew what to do with," 
the source states. "She was into finding herself and new direc¬ 
tions, and she was always investing in things, including a surf¬ 
board shop in Encinitas [near San Diego], And not long before 
the murders, about six weeks, she got involved in putting up 
some cash for a small recording studio. It's possible that Terry 
Melcher, who knew Manson well, had a link into that studio." 
This was another twist; Melcher wasn't believed to have been 
associated with Folger, but the source says he might have been. 

"That night in San Francisco, she loaned ten grand to a 
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small theater," the informant continues. "And she had also 
given money to Charlie from time to time." 

But then she stopped. 

"Manson turned against her when she refused to lay out any 
more bucks for him, and also because she wouldn't come 
across for him sexually. Charlie wanted to make it with her, 
but she shot him down." 

So Charles Manson, who would soon orchestrate orgies and 
command sex at will from his young followers, was spurned by 
Abigail Folger. Add another item to Charlie's own list of rea¬ 
sons for willingness to oversee butchery on Cielo Drive. 

"It made sense that Shea was killed after that," the contact 
says. "He knew both of them, and he could tie things together 
that nobody wanted tied." 

From another informant, it was learned that the $10,000 
Folger agreed to advance that 1967 night was to help out a San 
Francisco arts house known as the Straight Theater, which 
was located on the corner of Haight Street and Cole. Not coin¬ 
cidentally, Manson lived at 636 Cole during this period, and 
the Process was ensconced at No. 407 on that block. 

On September 21, 1967, a rock group called the Magick 
Powerhouse of Oz (with the word "magic" deliberately spelled 
with Aleister Crowley's k on the end) played the Straight The¬ 
ater to celebrate something occultish known as the "equinox of 
the gods," September 21 being the first day of autumn. 

Lead guitarist and sitar player for the Powerhouse was none 
other than Bobby Beausoleil, who became a Mansonite and 
participated in the 1969 Gary Hinman murder. Manson, Fol¬ 
ger, the Straight Theater and Beausoleil; the connections are 
fascinating. 

Beausoleil was tightly woven to author and bizarre-film 
maker Kenneth Anger, who was into the biker mystique and 
later conducted a magic ritual involving a satanic pentagram 
during an October 1967 march on the Pentagon. Anger was in 
the process of filming an occult movie that autumn; it was 
called Lucifer Rising. Beausoleil, twenty, played the part of 
Lucifer in the picture and his group was to perform the mov¬ 
ie's music, such as it was. So, Sanders reported. Anger was 
present at the Straight Theater that night to film the soiree. 

Following the path a step further: Anger, LSD gum Timo¬ 
thy Leary and others were involved in the formation of the 
Himalayan Academy, which a source described to me as "a 
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new-age research foundation of altered states of conscious¬ 
ness." The academy was stocked with various types of expen¬ 
sive equipment, such as oscilloscopes and electronic measuring 
devices. It was a mind-bending experiment of the first kind. 

Sources say the academy was comprised of at least fitly 
members, plus another hundred or so hangers-on. There was 
considerable wealth on the academy's roster of sympathizers, 
and informants report that Abigail Folger contributed money 
here as well. Folger had also attended sessions at Esalen, 
which was neither geographically nor philosophically far from 
the Himalayan Academy. 

In fact, Folger may have been at Esalen on August 2 or 3, 
1969, just before Manson arrived there. A phone call, probably 
made by Folger, was placed to Esalen from 10050 Cielo Drive 
on July 30, the Wednesday before the weekend of August 2-3. 
If Folger went to Esalen, her reason may have been simply 
to attend a sensitivity seminar, or it may have been related to 
other matters connected to the oncoming murders. However, 
no one has discovered if she even visited the facility at that 
time. But she was not in Los Angeles. Sanders reported 
that Frykowski entertained another young lady at Cielo Drive 
that Friday night, demonstrating that Abigail was away. 

Regardless, the sources say that Folger put some capital into 
the Himalayan Academy—and that Charlie Manson was also 
connected to the society. 

"Folger donated to the place, and it was there that Manson 
was first exposed to the Process," an informant says. "The 
academy was into all sorts of things and the Process was in¬ 
vited to speak there. That's how it happened." 

The source didn't know if Folger was associated with the 
cult. But according to the informant, Manson joined the cidt 
and later convened with the group in Mill Valley and at a 
dwelling in San Anselmo occupied by a well-known personage 
aligned with the LSD scene. Both cities are in the Bay Area. 

This scenario raised an inevitable question. Los Angeles 
sources earlier said that Roy Radin/Manson II suspect Bill 
Mentzer frequently traveled to the San Francisco area, the 
Stanford campus in Palo Alto, and stipulated that he knew 
Abigail Folger. 

"Mentzer knew Manson and all the cult people," the other 
informant said. 

Another crucial piece of the puzzle apparently was now in 
place. 
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And what about the relationship between Manson and the 
doomed Shorty Shea? 

"They knew each other well enough in San Francisco to 
travel up to Seattle together to visit a commune started there 
by Brother Love Israel," said the informant, who dined with 
them. "They were tight long before the Spahn ranch and the 
murders." 

Authorities had placed Manson in Seattle, but they appar¬ 
ently didn't know why he was there—or whom he was with. 

From Son of Sam in New York to the plains of North Da¬ 
kota. From a Bible in Caswell Canyon to Benedict Canyon in 
1969. And from the grizzled faces of prisoners in maximum- 
security jails in New York to the mellowed-out summer of love 
in San Francisco in '67. The journey was almost completed. 

So what happened at Cielo Drive? Like Ed Sanders, I be¬ 
lieve a dope burn was the primary motive, and the evidence 
supports that conclusion. It is also apparent that Manson har¬ 
bored animosity toward Abigail Folger. And I believe Man- 
son's own race war fantasy, fed by cult mentors, was another 
component. There may be more. But several things seem very 
clear. For one, no lower-rung dope purveyor could have or¬ 
dered the killings. Because of the intense heat such public and 
celebrity murders generate, approval would have come from 
on high, although the grudge itself may have originated lower 
on the ladder. 

Manson didn't commit the Tate-La Bianca murders for fi¬ 
nancial rewards. Was his own Helter Skelter motivation 
enough for him to accept the assignment? It's possible, but 
very doubtful. As unglued as Charlie became, he was still a 
jail-hardened, street-smart, smooth operator. I, and others 
who assisted the 1985-86 Manson probe, believe that Manson 
stood to gain something beyond fulfillment of Helter Skelter or 
a modicum of revenge against Folger; something that mattered 
to him personally. 

A jailed Manson killer whom I interviewed in early 1987 
agreed that, "Charlie never did anything that didn't benefit 
Charlie, himself. I think he used 'Helter Skelter' to turn us on. 
There had to be another motive for the killings, and he was 
going to get something for himself out of it." 

What that something was cannot be said with certainty, al¬ 
though suspicion abounds. But it might be beneficial to envi¬ 
sion that chemical drug pyramid. Perhaps there was someone 
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in it who knew of Manson's volatile mind-set. Someone who, 
as part of that pyramid's structure, could have agreed to offer 
Manson something he wanted as a favor to those ranked 
higher. That remains to be proven. 

Manson, certainly, was a member of a secret satanic cult. 
All the evidence and source information points to that, and it 
is an evaluation I share with others, including Sanders. Bug- 
liosi himself stopped just short of calling Manson a member of 
the Process, and he didn't have access to the information we 
uncovered. But Bugliosi did point out that two Process repre¬ 
sentatives flew from Cambridge, Massachusetts, to visit Man- 
son in jail. After that session, Manson stopped talking about 
the group. 

The Process went underground in the summer of 1968, and 
offshoots sprang up in its stead. There, the evidence shows, 
Manson remained and was primed for violence by cult leaders 
who cross-connected liberally with the drug and celebrity sets. 
It was startling to see how closely the entire operation reflected 
the one in New York. But then, it should have: as the prison 
informants said, the same organization was behind both move¬ 
ments. 



XXV 

Death Mask 


She disappeared from a nighttime street in Oceanside, Long 
Island, on March 26, 1985. She was just nineteen. It was a 
Tuesday evening and she'd come from a girlfriend's home and 
was walking along a side road to her job at a nearby Burger 
King. Across the street from Burger King, at Nathan's, it was 
"bike night," a Tuesday ritual. Although it wasjust 7:40 PM 
the weekly leathered hordes were revving their Harleys in the 
parking lot. 

But Jacqueline Martarella wouldn't see the bikers; would 
never reach her job. Jacqueline Martarella vanished in the 
early spring darkness. 

As soon as I read of the disappearance, I suspected foul 
play. I knew Jacqueline wasn't a runaway. Nothing fit. But 1 
knew more than that. I was already involved in a probe of 
possible cult complicity in another disappearance and a mur¬ 
der, both involving young girls, in the village of Lynbrook, a 
few miles from Oceanside. When the Martarella disappearance 
was announced, I, and some in law enforcement, thought the 
cases were probably linked. 

In early March, Harry Daley, a writer and stunt coordina¬ 
tor for films, called me at my new residence in Jersey. Aware 
of what was going on around his community, he asked if I'd 
come to Long Island to look into the cases. Daley was a friend 
of Denis Dillon, the Nassau County district attorney. Dillon, 
Harry said, was concerned about the matter and would be 
willing to discuss the situation with me. And so I went. 

Two teenagers, Kelly Morrissey and Theresa Fusco, had re¬ 
cently vanished from the streets of Lynbrook in the early eve¬ 
ning hours. Morrissey, fifteen, was still missing, but Fusco's 
body was later found buried beneath pallets in a wooded area 
near the Long Island Rail Road tracks in Lynbrook. She'd 
been raped, strangled and dumped nude in the cold November 
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air. She lay there a month before her body was discovered. 
Theresa Fusco was sixteen. 

Denis Dillon explained that there'd been a series of incidents 
in recent months in Nassau County. At some, witnesses spot¬ 
ted a van, apparently occupied by more than one person, cruis¬ 
ing the areas from where victims vanished. 

"By definition, any conspiracy of more than two people en¬ 
gaged in multiple killings is a cult," I said. "What kind of cult 
it is remains to be seen." 

"I'm concerned about these incidents," Dillon said. "I'm 
aware of what you've done on Berkowitz and if you've got any 
ideas here I'd be glad to hear them." 

1 told Dillon I'd like to visit the Fusco scene, and he gave 
Harry and me directions to find it. At the site, we examined 
the pallets which had covered Theresa's body. On one, there 
was faded writing in Magic Marker. The word "Rush" ap¬ 
peared—the name of a heavy-metal rock group. Beside it was a 
symbol the group used: the satanic pentagram. On another 
part of the same panel, a message was written. Some words 
were obliterated, but what we could decipher said: "Sex . . . 
No . . . virgin devil . . . allow." 

We didn't have to be hit over the head. For years I'd known 
that the rape of a young "virgin" was an important satanic 
ritual—and so was murder. 

Pulling the planks from the pallet, we turned them over to 
Dillon. 

"Somewhere out here, there's probably a cult working," I 
said. "I find it hard to believe she just happened to be covered 
with a pallet that had that crap written on it by accident. But 
maybe, on a long shot, it is a coincidence. I think we have to 
learn more." 

Dillon readily agreed. He wasn't prepared to call it a cult 
killing either. But Harry Daley, who'd carefully scouted the 
village of Lynbrook, pointed out that an unusual abundance of 
satanic and Nazi graffiti peppered certain hangouts in the 
town. He thought there was significance in that fact, and there 
was. Much of the graffiti was sophisticated, and the Nazi con¬ 
nection was important. I was beginning to envision a link to 
the biker crowd in Oceanside. Many bike gangs are satanically 
oriented, a fact not lost on the Process and Charles Manson, 
both of whom actively sought to recruit bikers as the advance 
troops of Armageddon. And in large letters, the word "rise" 
appeared among the occult graffiti at one location in Lyn- 
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brook. Manson's killers wrote that word in blood in the La 
Bianca home. 1 also remembered Vinny's comment about the 
Sam cult using bikers to transport illegal weapons. 

Still, neither Dillon, Daley nor I knew if we were dealing 
with an organized cult, a few satanically bent young men or a 
coincidence. An arrest was in the offing in the Fusco case, and 
John Kogut, twenty-two, was picked up on March 25. His 
apprehension was announced the next day—and Jacqueline 
Martarella vanished eight hours later in Oceanside, about four 
miles from the Fusco scene in Lynbrook. 

While the police searched for Martarella, Harry Daley and I 
went to work on John Kogut's background. Two other men 
were believed to have been his accomplices in the Fusco kill¬ 
ing, and authorities were building toward their arrests. Kogut 
had named them in his confession. 

But Kogut himself had a history which contained some fas¬ 
cinating clues. A landscaper, he'd been a street kid most of his 
life. In and out of minor trouble, he was typical of the genre. 
But there was something else. A witness told us Kogut had 
once "burned a cross into his arm" and had shown the witness 
pornographic snapshots of himself. 

"He said he was involved in porno stuff," the witness ex¬ 
plained. 

Shortly afterwards, Newsday reporter Sid Cassese, who'd 
been working with Harry and me, found out about Kogut's 
porno connection. He apparently was arrested as a male pros¬ 
titute in New York City while still in his teens. Homosexuality, 
porn and New York City tie-ins. I was beginning to discern a 
familiar pattern. 

But the most important development was still to come. 
Seeking information, Cassese was loitering outside a Lynbrook 
video games emporium when he ran into a teenaged friend of 
Kogut's named Bob Fletcher, who was en route to a Friday- 
night party with a companion. Stopping to talk for a few min¬ 
utes, Fletcher told Cassese that Kogut was indeed into the 
pornography business in Manhattan and had even starred in a 
private, underground child-porn film. Its title was Five to Nine 
—a perverted play on the movie Nine to Five. 

Cassese wanted to interview Fletcher again, but he never got 
the chance. Several hours after talking to the reporter, 
Fletcher was blown away by a shotgun blast to the head out- 
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side his cousin's home in nearby Rosedale, Queens. Fletcher 
was dead, and Sid Cassese was a shaken man. 

The incident occurred at about 4:30 AM, and it happened 
in the middle of the street. No gun was found. Yet authorities 
thought Fletcher, who had a history of emotional difficulties, 
might have taken a shotgun from the house, walked into the 
roadway and killed himself. As for the missing shotgun, police 
suggested someone in the house may have taken it from its 
place near the body. 

The other possibility was that Fletcher was murdered. The 
matter was unresolved, but Cassese said Fletcher was in good 
spirits when he spoke to him hours before. 

And then Jacqueline Martarella was found. Like Theresa 
Fusco, she was nude, ligature-strangled and apparently raped. 
Her body was found in late April 1985 hidden in tall reeds 
adjacent to the seventeenth hole of the Woodmere Country 
Club in exclusive Lawrence, Long Island, about five miles west 
of the spot from which she disappeared. 

In a day, I was at the scene. And there in the reeds, about 
fifteen feet deeper into the rushes than the body, 1 found it. It 
was one of the signs left at crime scenes by the Sam cult. I'd 
known about this proclivity since 1981, and Denis Dillon 
knew it, too, because I'd shown him a prison letter listing this 
and a few other objects this group often left at murder sites. 
For investigatory reasons, the object must remain unidentified, 
but it was not an item one would expect to find hidden near a 
murder victim. 

The object had been carefully placed, and it was apparent it 
was there for about the same length of time as the body— 
approximately a month. Its presence told me all 1 needed to 
know, and it telegraphed once again what I'd realized all 
along: the cult hadn't disbanded. Elements of it were still ac¬ 
tive. 

I also recalled something Berkowitz had written in 1979: 
"They will just replace me. There are others." 

Yes. Others like Berkowitz who, if arrested, would say noth¬ 
ing about their cult activities and assume sole responsibility for 
the crimes. Over the years, police undoubtedly had appre¬ 
hended people they believed were solo operators but were ac¬ 
tually connected to the cult underground. But nobody knew it. 

I called Denis Dillon from a nearby restaurant and he drove 
to the scene from his office in Garden City. It was a cold. 
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blustery April day and the wind blew hard off the inlet water 
which lapped at the golf course. 

"This is it," 1 said, handing him the object. "Now we know 
what we're dealing with, on Martarella at least. 1 don't see 
how this can possibly be a coincidence. And I'd say there's 
probably some kind of link to Kogut's crowd, even if it's a 
loose one. This thing is a magical symbol for them," I ex¬ 
plained, pointing at the object. "But nobody else would think 
it was the slightest bit relevant." 

"I know what you're saying." Dillon nodded. "But this is a 
police case to solve. I'm the prosecutor. We'lljust have to wait 
and see what they come up with." 

I understood what Dillon meant. Outside investigators, even 
if welcomed by a district attorney, are not appreciated by po¬ 
lice departments, whosejob it is to solve cases in theirjurisdic- 
tions. Anything viewed as interference, however slight, is met 
with resentment. 

However, within a week Denis Dillon was back at the 
Martarella scene. And, as before, it was a telephone call that 
brought him there. 

Harry Daley, "interfering" in police business, was asking 
questions in the neighborhood surrounding the golf course. He 
learned from a mailman that behind the course, in a secluded 
wooded section about six hundred yards from where the body 
was found, a small cave sat in a clearing. The postman had 
never looked inside, but he thought we might be interested in 
knowing it existed. We were. 

Inside the cave, which was actually an abandoned root cel¬ 
lar from an estate that had stood on the property years before, 
we found shocking evidence. The walls were emblazoned with 
Satanic symbols: pentagrams, upturned crosses and other Sa¬ 
tanic slogans. Outside the cellar, which resembled a bunker, 
were a white half-glove and leotard undergarment that Jacque¬ 
line's father, Marty Martarella, soon identified to us as "very 
similar" to articles Jacqueline owned. When he looked in his 
daughter's room, her "similar" clothing was nowhere to be 
found. 

"Now we can make a pretty good call on why she was taken 
about five miles from where they nabbed her," I later said to 
Harry. 

"You mean they took her to that place, killed her there—if 
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she wasn't already dead—and then just drove her out onto the 
golf course and hid the body in the reeds." 

"It looks that way," 1 agreed. "And they left their calling 
card near the body." 

"These cops have got to be blind," Harry said. "They 
missed all of this." 

But the satanic cellar contained another secret, one we our¬ 
selves missed at first. It was buried in a pile of leaves on the 
musty dirt floor. It was a hand-printed note—one composed 
by a serious Satanist. It was a bastardization of the book of 
Revelation—one of the sources of the Sam cult's "theology," 
and Charles Manson's as well. Gingerly picking up the damp, 
aging paper, we read the note: 

Woe to you O earth and sea, for the devil sends his 
beast with wrath. Let he who has understanding 
reckon the number of the beast. For it is a human 
number. Its number is six-hundred-sixty-six. 

"Good God," Harry whispered. 

"Hello, John Carr's hand. This is big-league stuff" 1 replied. 
"And one of their favorite symbols, too. Take a look over your 
head. That's not General Mac Arthur up there." 

Harry peered upward through the gloom, and the message 
really began to sink in. Next to a black pentagram and a 
painted upturned cross were the chilling words: 1 WILL RE¬ 
TURN. 

"That's Satan's return to earth," I said quietly. "Like the 
note, it's a warning. The same thought was conveyed in the 
Son of Sam Borrelli letter eight freaking years ago—Til be 
back.'" 

"I feel like I'm on some Hollywood set," Harry muttered 
nervously. 

"I only wish we were." 

The note was turned over to Denis Dillon, who drove down 
from Garden City to examine the bunker himself. The letter's 
existence and that of the cellar weren't made public—although 
a local weekly newspaper, learning of the bunker from its own 
sources, later wondered if it might have some link to the slay¬ 
ing. 

In May 1986, John Kogut was convicted of the Theresa 
Fusco murder. In the interim, we learned that a close friend of 
his from nearby Long Beach was a Satanist, but there was no 
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evidence linking him to any crimes. Kognt, in his confession, 
said Fusco was raped and strangled in a Lynbrook cemetery 
before being placed beneath the pallets in the woods near the 
railroad tracks, only blocks from where she disappeared. Two 
alleged accomplices, whom Kogut named in his confession, 
were later arrested and convicted in that case. 

Also in the spring of '86, someone close to Theresa Fusco 
said Theresa had knowledge of a satanic cult that was operat¬ 
ing in Oceanside and Long Beach. 

Kelly Morrissey, who was an acquaintance of Fusco and one 
of the other men accused of that murder, was still missing and 
presumed dead. Besides her knowing Fusco, entries in Morris¬ 
sey's diary revealed that she had dated John Kogut. There was 
little doubt that the Morrissey and Fusco cases were linked, 
along with that of Jacqueline Martarella, whose family said 
she was acquainted with members of Kogut's circle. 

At the same time, other murders of young girls continued to 
occur in the Nassau County region. And as of early 1987, the 
slaying of nineteen-year-old Jacqueline Martarella remained 
unsolved. 

As soon as the news broke that a decaying body was found 
in a smokehouse on a rural estate in suburban Tomkins Cove, 
New York, 1 began paying close attention. The body, partially 
eaten by animals, was discovered on the private property of 
John LeGeros on March 17, 1985. It turned out it had been 
there since the pre-dawn hours of February 23. 

Tomkins Cove, a small community in Rockland County, lies 
across the Hudson River from Westchester some thirty miles 
northwest of Manhattan. LeGeros was an American citizen 
employed in an executive capacity by the United Nations, and 
the presence of this rotting body was an embarrassment of no 
small consideration. 

The case caught my eye because the corpse's head was en¬ 
cased in a black leather bondage hood. Myriad possible con¬ 
nections spun through my mind. 

The body was soon identified as that of Eigil Dag Vesti, 
twenty-six, a Norwegian fashion model and homosexual who 
lived on West 26th Street in the Chelsea section of Manhattan. 
Vesti had disappeared the night of February 22. He was known 
to frequent the Limelight disco, also in Chelsea, and down¬ 
town homosexual S&M clubs like the Hellfire and the Mine 
Shaft. By now, I was really interested. 
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On March 22, Bernard LeGeros, twenty-three, the son of 
John LeGeros, was arrested and charged with the murder. 
Vesti had been shot twice in the back of the head, stabbed and, 
the coroner believed, mutilated to attract devouring animals to 
the corpse. 

But LeGeros added more to that account. He confessed that 
he and millionaire Manhattan art dealer Andrew Crispo, forty, 
had driven Vesti to the LeGeros estate and there, at Crispo's 
direction, LeGeros shot the handcuffed and hooded Vesti in 
the back of the head in the bizarre culmination of a sick S&M 
ritual. Crispo, a homosexual, had met Vesti that night in the 
Hellfire, according to LeGeros' attorney, Murray Sprung. 

After snorting a considerable amount of cocaine provided 
by Crispo, Vesti was enticed to travel upstate to the LeGeros 
property. The plan was the ultimate sacrifice: murder. 
LeGeros stated that Crispo told him to shoot Vesti twice— 
once to kill Vesti's body and once to kill his soul. 

LeGeros said that Vesti's blood was drunk, a satanic prac¬ 
tice, and that Crispo sexually penetrated knife wounds in the 
victim's body. The heart was also cut out, LeGeros confessed, 
and the body then set on fire. 

LeGeros wasn't homosexual, but he'd been hired to work 
in Crispo's West 57th Street ait gallery and was soon turned 
into Crispo's slave, he said, addicted to the vast amounts of 
cocaine Crispo supplied. 

Crispo used LeGeros as an enforcer. The art dealer, accord¬ 
ing to numerous sources and official complainants, was said to 
have lured gay men to a back room of the art gallery, where 
they were tied up and whipped by LeGeros, who sometimes 
dressed as a police officer. 

Crispo, according to an associate of LeGeros, Billy Mayer, 
had a Hitler fantasy and reveled in the notion of Nazi uni¬ 
forms. This, too, was another link to the Sam cult. 

Author Anthony-Haden Guest, who published a major 
story about Crispo in New York magazine, added another com¬ 
pelling lead when he told me Crispo had spoken about snuff 
films and a contact for them in Houston. 

And in addition to his Manhattan dealings, the wealthy 
Crispo owned a home in Southampton, Long Island. That did 
it. 

In Denis Dillon's office in the early spring of 1985, I asked 
the district attorney if he'd do me an important favor. 

"Roy Radin used to keep lists of guests from some of his 
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parties," I explained. "I haven't seen any, but I know they 
exist. His place was raided out there in '80 and '81. Would you 
mind contacting someone out there to see if you can pry one of 
those things loose?" 

"Sure," Dillon replied. "What are you looking for?" 

"Andrew Crispo." 

A week later I was back in Dillon's office. He gave me a 
puzzled look and handed me a large typewritten piece of pa¬ 
per. It was the guest list from Radin's 1981 wedding. There 
were numerous names on the alphabetized roster. 

"I circled one for you," Dillon said. "I don't know how the 
hell you were so sure." 

I looked down at the page, and there it was: "Andrew 
Crispo." 

"This doesn't really surprise me," I said. "Remember what 
the prison informants said about the big-money people being 
involved in this stuff? Here we have Roy Radin tied in to 
murder, S&M, snuff films, bisexuality and cult activity. Now 
we have his buddy Andrew Crispo tied into exactly the same 
things—including one of the sickest murders I've ever heard 
about. Now, Denis, do we call this 'coincidence'?" 

Dillon smiled. "No, we do not," he replied. 

Anthony Haden-Guest soon filled in some additional 
blanks. Crispo, he said, was allegedly involved in extensive 
cocaine dealing and was definitely a friend of Radin's pal Paul 
Hill,* who delighted in thirteen-year-old girls and whose town 
house was known as "the Nursery." 

"Hill's supposed to be hooked on heroin himself now," 
Haden-Guest explained. "He was a good friend of Radin and 
was close to Crispo, too." 

"That makes sense," 1 replied, and showed Haden-Guest 
the list. Hill's name was also on it. 

Because of the sensitivity of the investigation, I wasn't able 
to tell Haden-Guest what 1 was looking into. But he graciously 
offered to help anyway. 

Andrew Crispo didn't deny that he was at the scene of the 
murder, but did deny ordering it. When called to testify at 
LeGeros' trial in September 1985, he took the Fifth Amend¬ 
ment over and over again. Because of New York State law 
concerning the testimony of a conspirator, Crispo couldn't be 
charged with murder on only the statements of LeGeros. 

However, the Rockland County district attorney's office was 
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still trying to build an independent case against Crispo. Mean¬ 
while, the debonair art dealer was sentenced to prison for 
evading some $4 million in taxes. If nothing else, he was on the 
shelf for a while. 

LeGeros was convicted of murder. Accompanied by Hank 
Cinotti, I made it a point to attend his trial. From the witness 
stand, another conclusive piece of evidence was revealed. 
However, we were the only people in attendance who knew its 
significance. 

Dr. Frank Varess, a Manhattan psychiatrist who examined 
LeGeros, told the packed courtroom LeGeros had revealed 
that Crispo "was part of a satanic cult which drank the blood 
of its victims." 

The doctor testified that Crispo, encouraging the drinking of 
Vesti's blood, told LeGeros to "drink the blood. We always 
drink the blood in the cult." 

Case closed for me. A search that began in New York eight 
years earlier and traversed the country several times was now 
being dramatically confirmed—again—in a Rockland County 
courtroom. 

In the hallway during a recess. New York Post reporter Bill 
Hoffmann approached me. "Did you hear that?" he asked, and 
then stopped. "Is that why you're here? Does this have any¬ 
thing to do with Son of Sam?" 

"I'd just say it's a hell of a case. But you might be interested 
in going strong with that cult comment in your story today, 
Bill. You wouldn't be on the wrong track if you did." 

Hoffmann's Post article on the trial the next day was head¬ 
lined "DOC: CRISPO IN SATANIC BLOOD-DRINKING 
CULT." 

Steve Dunleavy, now the metropolitan editor at the Post, 
had a good memory. 

The following morning 1 approached Ken Marshall, 
LeGeros' co-counsel, and asked him what he thought of the 
cult testimony. 

"We've been dealing closely with Bernard for months now," 
he said. "We think he's told the truth about it." 

"So do I, for a host of complicated reasons. I'm trying to 
follow up on that angle. It might even affect Bernard's case 
someday, but I don't know." 

I then asked Marshall if LeGeros might be willing to answer 
several questions I'd written out, and the lawyer said he'd do 
what he could. 
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After the lunch break, Marshall and I leaned against a win¬ 
dowsill in the hallway outside the courtroom. LeGeros had 
replied to the inquiries and Marshall read me the answers. 

There was indeed a satanic cult, LeGeros said. And Crispo 
was in it, and so were a number of other wealthy people in 
Crispo's circle. There were other bodies buried somewhere, 
Crispo told him. Some, LeGeros believed, were in Southamp¬ 
ton. He didn't know where any others might be, but he was 
told there were more. 

The cult had tapes or snuff - films of murders. He hadn't seen 
any, but Crispo told him about them. Crispo had in fact talked 
about blood-drinking ceremonies in the cult, LeGeros said. 

LeGeros hadn't known Crispo for very long, so he wasn't 
familiar with the names of most of Crispo's friends, he said. 
But yes, Crispo had spoken about Roy Radin. Crispo knew 
Roy Radin. Crispo had also talked a lot about Paul Hill. 
LeGeros didn't know if Radin was in the cult, but he believed 
Hill was. 

Crispo also spoke about a William he knew in Los Angeles. 
LeGeros didn't know William's last name. (I was looking for a 
connection to Bill Mentzer, and perhaps had found it. I had 
just received information that Mentzer allegedly was involved 
in an art-theft operation in Los Angeles.) 

LeGeros said he himself wasn't a member of the cult—that 
was restricted to Crispo's rich friends, so far as he knew. 

LeGeros, ignorant of why the questions were put to him, 
had just confirmed everything the prison informants had said 
years before. 

Roy Radin was dead well before LeGeros met Crispo, so his 
incomplete knowledge of the Crispo-Radin relationship was 
consistent with the chronological facts. 1 already knew from 
the Radin guest list that an association existed between him 
and Crispo. LeGeros just bolstered it, and added to what we 
previously learned about the wealthy Paul Hill. 

Later, evidence surfaced that another affluent Manhattan 
social figure of considerable prominence was connected to both 
Hill and Crispo. This man, said to be bisexual, was closely 
associated with a woman who professed to be a witch. The 
man was alleged to be "part of a circle" of necrophiliacs who 
gathered late at night in select Manhattan funeral parlors to 
engage in sexual activities with attractive corpses of either sex. 
Checking with beat cops who worked in the man's precinct, 1 
learned that they, too, had heard of his bizarre conduct. 
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At the conclusion of the LeGeros trial, 1 met with Rockland 
County investigator Jim Stewart, who was involved in the 
Vesti case from the outset and served as courtroom aide to DA 
Ken Gribetz, who personally prosecuted LeGeros and advised 
the jury that he intended to pursue Andrew Crispo for his 
alleged role in the murder. 

1 told Stewart and Lieutenant Frank Tinelli of Stony Point 
what we'd developed. 1 knew the background details wouldn't 
directly build their case against Crispo in the Vesti killing, but 
as intelligence data they might prove valuable. 

"We think it's possible there may be another body or two in 
Rockland," Stewart said. "We don't know it for a fact, but it's 
a suspicion." 

"I'm afraid there may be a number of them here and there," 
I agreed. "We're just going to keep moving ahead from our 
side of the fence. We may cross paths sometime in the future." 

In Rockland, the Crispo investigation would continue, and 
authorities later told me they'd also unearthed evidence of 
Crispo's cult involvement. One man said to be part of Crispo's 
circle was famous makeup artist, Way Bandy, who subse¬ 
quently died of AIDS. 

In 1988, Crispo would stand trial in Manhattan on other 
charges. An individual named Mark Lelie had reported that 
Crispo, LeGeros, and others had tortured him at Crispo's art 
gallery several months before the Vesti killing occurred. This 
time, Bernard LeGeros testified against his former mentor, but 
to no avail. Crispo was acquitted and returned to jail on his 
tax-evasion conviction. 

We'd now come full circle. We'd followed the trail of death 
and violence from coast to coast and back again. And the 
vicious crimes continued throughout that journey of nine 
years. 

And then, once more it was summer. For eleven months 
each year the world I now inhabited was too often strafed by 
the depraved and the tragic. But in July, as always, I sought 
out one of the few constants in my life. 

In Davis Park on Fire Island, precious little changed from 
summer to summer. No matter what wars were waged be¬ 
tween August and June, the open arms of the ocean always 
beckoned in July. The sea, the sparkling beach, the people and 
a tranquil waterside mood were perennially waiting. There, it 
seemed, time stood still. And with the Atlantic crashing beside 
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me, 1 could once more dance through a world of never was 
and dream and tell myself that none of it had happened. If 
only that was so. 

On July 31, 1986, the anniversary of the shooting of Stacy 
Moskowitz and Robert Violante, 1 aimlessly walked the night 
beach alone. Nine years before, a brilliant orange moon hung 
low in the summer sky and shimmered off a quiet sea. That 
night, Stacy's tragic end, had been my own beginning. Now, I 
needed to reflect . . . 

In the years since that summer of Sam, I'd roamed a nether¬ 
world I wouldn't have believed existed then. That was my age 
of innocence, and it was gone forever. I'd never wanted to 
discover that such a terrifying subculture menaced America. 
But it lived; and it thrived. And it was growing. I'd come to 
know that very well, as did the many others who traveled parts 
of that precarious road with me. Together, we ventured into 
that nightmare world and out again. And it changed us all, in 
one way or another. 

With few exceptions, those people were strangers to me on 
July 31, 1977. Now, although many remained behind as the 
hunt moved through and beyond their states and jurisdictions, 
a bond remained. For that I was grateful. Those people—pros¬ 
ecutors, press, police and others—defied the system. They 
cared. They cared a hell of a lot. And their contributions were 
invaluable. 

And so, too, were those of the unexpected partisans—the 
several convicts who, at considerable personal risk, reached 
out to convey information they knew was too important to 
languish, as they did, behind prison walls. 

The roster of the dead was never far from my mind. So 
many people connected to the case who were alive that night 
in 1977 had been murdered or died violently since. And some 
of those had been under our close scrutiny when the end came. 
Arrests were not in my realm, but I couldn't help but recall a 
comment Lieutenant Terry Gardner once made: "You get 
them one way or another, don't you?" 

If that was so, the satisfaction was slim. But maybe, in my 
own way, I had managed to influence a justice that was beyond 
the reach of the courts. If so, the verdict was fate's: it was 
meant to happen as it did. 

In various jurisdictions, investigations continued. In Queens 
and California, especially, authorities still sought answers to 
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questions which plagued them for years. The hope was that 
some final pieces might soon fall in place. 

1 believed arrests were possible in some of those cases. As 1 
wandered past the lonely dune house that marked the western 
border of Davis Park, 1 inventoried the murders. Yes, 1 
thought, persistent investigation could still bring killers to jus¬ 
tice in the slayings of Christine Freund, Virginia Voskerichian, 
Stacy Moskowitz, Arlis Perry and Roy Radin. And success in 
any of those areas would certainly open the door to others. 

It was imperative that one of those portals swing open soon. 
From every indication and piece of evidence I'd gathered, the 
ominous signs pointed to a burgeoning cult movement in and 
around New York, Houston and Los Angeles, at the least. 
These cities were part of the organized network, and its mem¬ 
bership ranks, 1 learned, were steadily growing—populated to 
a large extent by young and successful people from profes¬ 
sional walks of life. These, in turn, would align with the suc¬ 
cessors of David Berkowitz and the Carr brothers. 

And beyond the umbrella, parent group, independent cults 
were springing to life in virtually every state in the U.S.A. In 
many instances, these groups would seek alliances with the old 
order, and some would do so successfully. 

In my own investigation, things kept happening right into 
July 1986. Just weeks before we arrived on Fire Island, the Los 
Angeles area social club we'd linked to the Sam cult was 
torched. Arson. And the blaze was ignited at the same time 
inquiries about the club were being made. 

Of the many highlights during the years of investigation, the 
work done on Bill Mentzer was one endeavor which would 
forever occupy a prominent place in my mind. We didn't have 
a name; we didn't have an address. We had my analysis of the 
Radin, Freund and Perry scenes and information provided by 
Vinny in Dannemora. And yet, out of some 250 million peo¬ 
ple, we traced one man across nearly two decades and made 
the impossible link a reality. 

But such efforts extracted a toll. I, for one, was weary. Walk¬ 
ing the night beach, 1 wanted to step away from it all and 
never look back. The path I'd traveled was one marked by 
persistent tension; and always, there lurked the shadow of dan¬ 
ger. Moreover, when one infiltrates the darkness for so long it 
is easy to forget the sun is still shining somewhere. 

I'd spent too many years living on the edge: it was time to 
search for a safe harbor. By year end 1986, every meaningful 
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bit of information we had developed on any of the cases or 
suspects would be in official hands. 

It was probably good that 1 would soon complete my in¬ 
volvement in the various investigations. But again, that's why 
1 came to Fire Island—to ease some frustrations and to think 
things through and work them out. I'd been there nine days, 
and my reason was beginning to rhyme again. 

After an hour on the sand, I felt better. It was time to turn 
east and head back to the house. Into the wind now, I felt 
invigorated and relaxed. 1 inhaled deeply as a gust of salty 
night air blew in from the sea, pushing a rising tide of opti¬ 
mism; of hope. Family and friends were waiting at the beach 
house, among them the same group that had gathered on the 
dune stairs to discuss the ongoing Son of Sam case nine years 
before. 

And it was still ongoing. 

With that recollection, my mind cleared and I wasn't tired 
any longer. 

The focus remained on the West Coast. New information 
which made its way to me in mid-July of 1986 was specific: not 
only was the Chingon cult still active; it had now established 
strong financial ties with a private college in the Los Angeles 
area. The cult's wealthy leaders were said to be funding the 
institution, and satanic activity was in fact flourishing on the 
campus. 

At the same time, police in the Los Angeles area and two 
former L.A. Satanists sent word that an East Coast cult 
branch allied with the Chingons—the Black Cross—was oper¬ 
ating as an elite "hit squad" for various U.S. satanic groups 
involved in drug and pornography enterprises. Obviously, the 
narcotics and child-porn details further confirmed earlier New 
York prison allegations. And as for the Black Cross itself, it 
appeared to be closely linked to the Sam cult in New York and 
existed for one purpose: murder. 

Its function, the California contacts said, was the elimina¬ 
tion of defecting cult members or other enemies, including 
innocent people who inadvertently learned about a given 
group's illegal activities. Murder, anywhere in the country, 
was now but a phone call away for the cults tied in to the 
Chingon network. 

As mentioned earlier, when I traveled to Los Angeles in late 
January 1987, I was aware that the official Roy Radin investi- 
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gation was effectively stalemated for about two years. Sidestep¬ 
ping the Sheriffs Office, 1 met with Deputy District Attorney 
David Conn and supplied him with a list of people I'd come to 
learn were close associates of Bill Mentzer. Among them, I 
told Conn, were "the big four": Bill Rider, Bob Lowe, Alex 
Lamota [Marti], and Bob Deremer. 

Unknown to me at the time, about a week earlier L.A. sher¬ 
iff 's investigators Charles Guenther and William Stoner, who 
had just been assigned to monitor the case, had begun tracing 
the transfer of a Cadillac from Elaine Jacobs to a middleman 
and finally to Lowe on May 13, 1983—the very day of Radin's 
disappearance. The car, they suspected, may have been 
awarded to Lowe as payment for participation in the murder. 

The day after my meeting with Conn, Guenther and Stoner 
phoned Sergeant Carlos Avila, who had originally handled the 
Radin matter but was currently on temporary assignment at 
the FBI Academy in Virginia. Avila advised the detectives that 
all the information on the Radin case was contained in the 
office's files, but added that he'd also discovered a curious co¬ 
incidence had occurred. Avila reported that Los Angeles Po¬ 
lice Department Sergeant Glen Sousa—who was LAPD's lead 
investigator on the Radin case for its missing persons unit 
during the month before Radin's body was found and the 
probe turned over to Sheriffs homicide—had left the LAPD 
shortly afterward to take a job offered him by none other than 
Bob Evans. 

Guenther and Stoner would soon learn more: Even before 
Radin's body was discovered, Sousa was the beneficiary of an 
Evans-arranged, star-spangled complimentary weekend in Las 
Vegas. Fred Doumani, who along with his brother, Ed, pro¬ 
vided the initial financing for The Cotton Club deal but later 
suspended funding the film, stated to police that Evans had 
called him "sometime prior to Memorial Day, 1983" and 
asked that Doumani arrange a gratis stay for Sousa at the 
Golden Nugget. According to the official report, Evans ad¬ 
vised Doumani that "Mr. Sousa had been very good to him 
and please take care of him while he was visiting Las Vegas." 

It was heartwarming to note Evans' concern for the well¬ 
being of key members of the LAPD. 

Throughout the coming months, the detectives delved 
deeper into the investigation, now aware of both the names 
and relevance of Rider, Deremer, and Alex Lamota Marti, in 
addition to the confirmation I'd provided for their original 
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belief about the nature of Lowe's relationship with Mentzer. 
Nonetheless, Stoner attempted to dismiss my involvement in 
the case during a telephone call he received from a police offi¬ 
cial in New York. It then became readily apparent that if the 
probe developed to the point of arrests, the Sheriffs investiga¬ 
tors would be disdainful of acknowledging the documented 
roles played by an East Coastjournalist and Ted Gunderson, a 
former FBI supervisor from southern California. In fact, a 
Sheriffs detective would later accuse us of "interfering" with 
their inquiry—an inquiry that had accomplished nothing be¬ 
tween 1983 and 1987. 

But then, I had gone over the detectives' heads to Conn, and 
I'd also pointedly told the deputy district attorney that 1 was 
less than enthralled that arrests hadn't been made by the Sher¬ 
iffs Office between 1983 and 1987 when, in my opinion, there 
were numerous solid leads to pursue. Fortunately, Conn 
wasn't as parochial as the police, who conceivably had an ax 
or two to grind. He returned each of the handful of calls 1 
made to him during the late winter and early spring of '87. 

Regardless, as the investigation progressed, the detectives 
gained further confirmations about the suspects when, for the 
first time, they interviewed Mentzer's ex-wife on March 23, 
1987. Deborah (De De) Mentzer, who had remarried, stated 
that Mentzer's "best friends were men named Don Davidson* 
and a Robert Lowe, and that he also ran around with a man 
named Bill Rider . . . Debbie then stated that Bill Mentzer 
had a running partner named Alex . . . and added that he 
was very mean and acted like he liked to go around hurting 
people." [Eight months earlier, my own source had said Alex 
was a "violent person who had claimed to be a member of a hit 
squad in Argentina at one time."] The former Mrs. Mentzer 
also put a name and face together when she identified Bill 
Rider from a photograph that investigators had removed from 
Mentzer's apartment after he and Lowe were arrested on the 
cocaine rap not long after Radin's murder. 

Rider, whose name and close connection to Mentzer appar¬ 
ently were unknown by authorities until my meeting with 
Conn, was pictured with Mentzer in "a remote, desert-like 
area," the police report of the session with Deborah Mentzer 
stated. 

The locale would turn out to be Caswell Canyon, the scene 
of Radin's demise. 

When shown still another photo gleaned during the 1983 
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search of Mentzer's abode, his ex-wife identified the man she 
knew only as "Alex," who was standing with Mentzer in that 
particular picture. 

On April 14, 1987, the L.A. detectives learned that Tal- 
madge (Tally) Rogers—Elaine Jacobs' dope runner who disap¬ 
peared after an alleged coke and cash ripoff of Jacobs shortly 
before Radin's death—wasn't missing after all. He was safely 
ensconced in a Louisiana prison following his conviction on 
child molestation charges. 

On May 6, in ajailhouse interview with the police, Rogers 
admitted that he'd helped himself to ten kilos of Jacobs' co¬ 
caine and some $260,000 in cash as well. He said he did so 
because Jacobs was short-changing him on his commissions 
for transporting dope from Florida to Los Angeles. Rogers 
also remarked that Radin was not involved in the heist. He 
went on to describe Radin's heavy use of cocaine and revealed 
details of the alleged Florida-based coke distribution system 
Jacobs was operating in concert with her former lover, Milan 
Bellechasses. The police would soon learn that Bellechasses 
had been arrested recently and was being held on federal drug 
charges in Fort Lauderdale. 

Rogers' ex-wife also spoke to the California detectives and 
told them that she accompanied Jacobs to Bob Evans' Beverly 
Hills home one night in March 1983—a night when "two male 
Latins" subsequently arrived and engaged in a private conver¬ 
sation with Evans and Jacobs. Rogers himself had told police 
of a meeting at Evans' home between Jacobs and the producer 
—after which Jacobs said, according to Rogers, that a discus¬ 
sion was held about financing Hollywood films with drug prof¬ 
its. According to Rogers, Jacobs reported that "there were 
approximately eight to ten movie people interested in produc¬ 
ing movies using narcotics money." 

In the meanwhile, investigators learned from a source close 
to Demond Wilson that the actor, who was supposed to be 
Radin's bodyguard on the night he disappeared, "may possibly 
know more than what he is telling the police." That report 
seemed to coincide with the suggestion that was mailed by my 
informant Vinny from a New York prison as far back as July 
1983 about a Radin "bodyguard." Wilson, it may be worth 
noting, occupied an office at Paramount Studios during the 
1982-83 time period when he was co-starring in the TV series, 
The New Odd Couple. And it was Wilson, a weekly tabloid 
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would report in 1988, who was on the run from a hit man from 
a satanic cult. The paper, quoting associates of Wilson, said 
the actor-turned-evangelist was fearful he'd be killed because 
of some knowledge he allegedly possessed about the Radin 
case. 

For all the advances achieved in the police investigation in 
early 1987, the eventual biggest break didn't come until May. 
It was then that the detectives spoke to Bill Rider for the first 
time. To quote from the official report: 

In May of 1987 investigators contacted William 
Rider via telephone. He told investigators that he 
knew William Mentzer and Alex Marti. He agreed to 
fly to Los Angeles and assist . . . with this investi¬ 
gation. . . . Investigators showed him a photograph 
of himself and William Mentzer, and a photograph 
of Mentzer and Alex Marti. . . . Mr. Rider stated 
the photographs were taken possibly in 1982 [in] a 
remote canyon somewhere north of Los Angeles off 
Interstate 5. Mr. Rider had been to the location on 
that day only, and added Mentzer spoke of using the 
location for target practice. . . . While driving on 
Interstate 5, Mr. Rider directed investigators to exit 
the Hungry Valley road turnoff ... to where a dirt 
road begins. He then directed investigators to drive 
up the dirt road into a canyon. After traveling sev¬ 
eral hundred yards on the dirt road, Mr. Rider 
stated, "This is where the photographs were 
taken." ... We were standing within a few hun¬ 
dred yards of where victim Radin's body was recov¬ 
ered. 

Rider informed the police that he was the brother-in-law of 
Hustler magazine publisher Larry Flynt, and that he had em¬ 
ployed Mentzer, Lowe, and Marti as security guards in 1982— 
83, which is exactly what I'd told Deputy District Attorney 
David Conn four months earlier. Rider also said that he was 
afraid of the unholy trinity, "and if they knew he was cooper¬ 
ating with the police they would kill him and his family." 

Rider didn't mention Bob Deremer in this conversation, but 
he also knew him from security work at Flynt's. However, 
Rider did say that he was playing poker with Mentzer, Marti, 
and others in 1983 "when Marti and Mentzer began bragging 
about killing victim Radin. . . . Rider recalled that they tried 
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to sell him Radin's Rolex watch and a ring [which had been 
taken from the body], but he declined." Also, according to the 
police report, "Mentzer told Mr. Rider that Bob Evans was 
involved in the hit along with Mentzer's girlfriend, Lanie [Ja¬ 
cobs]." 

Rider wasn't through. He also said that after leaving the 
Flynt operation he employed Lowe on a security job in Texas 
in 1986. One night, during a drinking bout, Lowe told him 
that Mentzer had also murdered a "black transvestite" in the 
San Fernando Valley and that he, Lowe, drove the getaway car 
on that sordid occasion. Lowe allegedly told Rider it was a 
"contract" killing, and that the victim's companion had been 
wounded during the attack. 

When authorities investigated Rider's story, they found that 
a prostitute named June Mincher was slain on May 3, 1984, on 
Sepulveda Boulevard in the San Fernando Valley community 
of Van Nuys. Mincher's companion, a transvestite, was indeed 
wounded during the foray. Mincher had been shot seven times 
in the head with a silencer-equipped .22 pistol. 

At the time of her death, Mincher was suspected of trying to 
extort money from an Italian-American family that had then 
hired a friend of Mentzer's to handle their security. Mentzer's 
buddy in turn employed Mentzer, Lowe, Marti, Bob Deremer, 
and another man to help him out. 

By now, the L.A. detectives knew they were on to some¬ 
thing valuable, so they asked Rider if he'd cooperate further. 
Citing a reasonable concern for life and limb, Rider opted to 
ponder the offer for a while. 

Meanwhile, in New York, we'd been doing some additional 
work of our own on Mentzer, discovering that he once had a 
Maryland driver's license and an address in that state's city of 
Cumberland—where we learned Bob Deremer also had re¬ 
sided. Even more significantly, we pieced together fragmented 
bits of information that led to the strong suspicion that Ment¬ 
zer could be classified as a suspect in the April 1977 disappear¬ 
ance and apparent murder of a Washington, D.C., area disc 
jockey. The music man had operated a restaurant on the side 
and apparently ran into some difficulties with creditors who 
may have been linked to organized crime. A few weeks before 
he disappeared, a man using the name of "Mentzes" obtained 
a job at the deejay's establishment. When the disc jockey van¬ 
ished, so did "Mentzes." If valid, the scenario would have 
placed Mentzer on the East Coast, just two hundred miles 



632 Web of Conspiracy 

from New York, during the ongoing Son of Sam spree and less 
than two months after Christine Freund was allegedly slain by 
Manson 11 in a "hit" that was hidden in the string of suppos¬ 
edly random .44 killings. 

As 1987 drew to a close, Los Angeles detectives continued 
to build their case against the Mentzer crowd and Elaine Ja¬ 
cobs. They learned that Jacobs had married for at least the 
third time in 1985, was living in Florida, and that the new 
lucky (though soon to be unlucky) man was a suspected major 
league cocaine dealer from Florida named Larry Greenberger. 
Greenberger, whom some dubbed the "Meyer Lansky" of co- 
cainedom, was said to be a top lieutenant in the dope traffick- 
ing empire of the notorious Carlos Lehder, who was doing two 
life terms on federal narcotics dealing convictions. Lehder was 
widely believed to have been the kingpin of perhaps the most 
powerful coke cartel in the U.S. 

In April 1988, Bill Rider surfaced again, this time telling 
the Los Angeles Sheriffs Office that he'd resume assisting the 
investigation. It is not yet known what enticed Rider to recon¬ 
sider his earlier position, but it is safe to assume that he proba¬ 
bly had more impetus than a simple desire to function as a 
good citizen. 

As an initial act of good faith. Rider turned over a .22 Ruger 
semiautomatic pistol that was enhanced with a silencer, telling 
the police—as he had done in 1987—that Mentzer had once 
borrowed the weapon from him. Rider suspected that the 
Ruger might have been used to kill prostitute June Mincher. 
The police suspected the same and shipped the gun off for a 
ballistics comparison that, an official repoit says, determined a 
match existed between bullets fired from Rider's .22 and cas¬ 
ings and slugs recovered at the Mincher scene. 

At about this time, the Sheriffs detectives learned that Bob 
Lowe and Bob Deremer had moved to Maryland. Rider 
agreed to fly east with the police and allow himself to be wired 
in an attempt to record incriminating conversations with the 
pair. A meeting was arranged at the Crystal City Marriott 
hotel in Arlington, Virginia, on May 10, 1988. Lowe bowed 
out beforehand, stating a schedule conflict, but Deremer ar¬ 
rived and allegedly told the tape recorder listening in on him 
and Rider that Mentzer had indeed shot June Mincher and 
that he, Deremer, had remained at a bar to alibi himself for the 
time of the slaying. 



Death Mask 


633 


Deremer then allegedly stated that when Mentzer and Lowe 
returned to the tavern, Mentzer asked him to drive him back 
to the crime scene so that he, Mentzer, could observe what the 
police were doing. Deremer purportedly acceded to Mentzer's 
request and saw that detectives were still at the site when they 
drove past. Deremer also allegedly said that he was living with 
Mentzer and Lowe at the time and received a few months free 
rent for his gracious aiding and abetting. The recorded conver¬ 
sation also allegedly revealed that Deremer knew Mentzer had 
borrowed and used Rider's .22 in the Mincher killing. 

During his meeting with Rider, Deremer, according to po¬ 
lice reports, also discussed the Radin murder on tape, quoting 
Lowe as telling him that he received a black Cadillac Seville 
(the car transferred to him by Elaine Jacobs) and some addi¬ 
tional cash for his part in the kidnap-murder. 

The Los Angeles detectives, who were assisted by the Vir¬ 
ginia State Police in this phase of the investigation, were now 
on a roll. The next night. May 11, Maryland State Police 
joined in when they provided Rider with another body wire to 
use during a meeting scheduled with Lowe for that evening in 
the Scoreboard Cafe in Frederick, Maryland. 

According to a police report, Lowe told Rider that he'd 
driven the escape car during the Mincher homicide and com¬ 
plained that he encountered difficulty in getting hit man Ment¬ 
zer back into the auto because Mentzer "was yelling at and 
kicking the victim after the shooting." 

And Bob Lowe kept on talking, perhaps reserving a future 
seat for himself on death row. According to the official report, 
Lowe admitted that he drove Jacobs' limousine on Friday the 
13th of May, 1983—and to being behind the wheel when Roy 
Radin stepped inside on his final night on earth. [Mentzer, 
witnesses said, had arranged for the limo rental and put up 
some extra cash to obtain the car minus the usual company 
driver.] 

Interestingly, Lowe also said that Mentzer and Alex Lamota 
Marti planned to shoot Radin thirteen times because it was 
Friday the 13th. Would Mentzer also have thought to plant a 
Bible at the site opened to Isaiah Chapter 22—with a very 
significant thirteenth verse? The answer to that question isn't 
known, but strong suspicion certainly abounds at this point. 

In his recorded conversation with Rider, Lowe also alleg¬ 
edly admitted that he received the Elaine Jacobs Cadillac plus 
$17,000 in cash for his services. And he further said, according 
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to official documents, that "the Radin contract hit was paid for 
by Lanie Jacobs and Robert Evans." 

Two months later, back in Los Angeles, the Sheriffs detec¬ 
tives rented a pair of rooms at a Holiday Inn on Church Lane. 
Both rooms were wired for sound. On July 7, the occupant of 
one of those rooms, Bill Rider, phoned Mentzer while the cus¬ 
tomers in the adjoining room—the police—listened in. Ment¬ 
zer agreed to drop by for a visit with Rider early that evening. 

Arriving at the hotel, Mentzer made his way to Rider's 
room and apparently proceeded to make his own "hit" record, 
so to speak. According to the official report, Mentzer revealed 
that sometime before June Mincher was slain he, Alex Marti, 
and another man broke into the hooker's apartment and pis¬ 
tol-whipped her. Mentzer, who had termed Mincher a "tran¬ 
sexual," also described how he planted a bomb under the gas 
tank of Mincher's car, but the explosive was a dud. He further 
stated that he wasn't worried about the pistol-whipping of 
Mincher because the statute of limitations had run out on that 
possible charge. 

Indeed, but not on the murder charge. 

Obviously feeling relaxed with his old friend Rider, Mentzer 
got around to discussing Roy Radin's murder, allegedly stat¬ 
ing that he and Alex Marti were in the follow car while Bob 
Lowe drove the Jacobs-Radin limousine. At some point, the 
details of which are not clear in the report, Mentzer allegedly 
described that he and Marti entered the limo and had Radin 
seated between them, with Lowe still at the wheel as the auto 
sped down an unspecified stretch of Sunset Boulevard. 

What happened to the follow car is also not certain, but it is 
believed that the group probably switched back to it a short 
time later, as the person who rented the limo to Mentzer told 
authorities the car had only about sixty seven miles on it when 
it was returned early the next morning. The round trip to 
Caswell Canyon alone would have accounted for approxi¬ 
mately 130 miles, exclusive of the mileage accumulated be¬ 
tween the rental office in the Bel Air Hotel and the Hollywood 
Regency, where Radin was picked up. Moreover, the rental 
agent told police that the limo had been returned with about 
three-quarters of a tank of gas in it—too much if the vehicle 
had made the journey to the canyon. 

The alleged follow car, a Lincoln, also was tentatively traced 
to a friend of Mentzer, whom police believed loaned the auto 
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to the suspect. The Lincoln had been searched as far back as 
July 25, 1983, and the examination revealed plant material was 
in the front seat on both the driver's and passenger's sides, 
under the backseat and hood, and in the trunk and undercar¬ 
riage—possibly indicating that the car had been driven into 
rugged terrain such as Caswell Canyon, and that its passengers 
had climbed out at such a location. 

At any rate, as Mentzer and Rider continued chatting in the 
Holiday Inn, Mentzer allegedly stated on tape that Radin was 
killed over The Cotton Club deal and that, in yet another ar¬ 
rangement, Alex Marti had hired him to eradicate an Iranian 
dope competitor but he'd returned the money when he 
couldn't carry out the job. Mentzer also allegedly told of how 
he, Lowe, Deremer, Marti, and another individual assured a 
friend who purportedly had knowledge of the Mincher killing 
that they would provide financial assistance to his wife and 
family if he kept quiet about the prostitute's death while 
spending time in prison on federal drug charges. 

The police wanted more, and Rider said he thought he 
could provide it if Mentzer could be led to believe that his old 
amigo was himself involved in criminal activity. No problem. 
A phony dope deal was arranged for which Mentzer was hired 
to provide strongarm protection. The "deal" was consum¬ 
mated on August 5, 1988, with Mentzer being introduced to an 
undercover cop who represented himself as a narcotics traf¬ 
ficker. 

A few weeks later, on September 7, Mentzer and Rider con¬ 
vened again. This time the pair rendezvoused at Prezzo's res¬ 
taurant; and this time Mentzer was accompanied by a man he 
introduced as Vincent Angelo from Miami. After dinner, 
Mentzer and Rider stepped into the recording studio that was 
disguised as Rider's car. 

During the conversation. Rider suggested that the "narcot¬ 
ics dealer" Mentzer met a few weeks before might want to 
utilize him to kill somebody. Mentzer allegedly replied that 
he'd be happy to comply if the price was right, and went on to 
say that Vincent Angelo had recruited him to deep-six a 
Miami couple and offered him $100,000 for the doubleheader. 
Mentzer then allegedly said that he'd split the take with Rider 
if Rider helped him pull off thejob. 

Mentzer also allegedly said that Vincent Angelo was a top 
dog in Carlos Lehder's drug pyramid, and that he had still 
another arrangement in mind for Mentzer: to torch or bomb a 
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Florida home owned by Angelo and his wife that had been 
leased to an elderly man who'd "trashed" it. Rather than 
bother remodeling the house, Angelo wanted it to disappear so 
he could collect the insurance money. Accordingly, Mentzer 
was to ensure that the blaze appeared to be accidental. 

Shortly after leaving Mentzer that night. Rider identified a 
police photo of Vincent Angelo. Only he wasn't Vincent An¬ 
gelo. He was Larry Greenberger, the latest husband of Elaine 
Jacobs. 

Sometimes justice maneuvers in unusual ways. Exactly one 
week later, on September 14, Larry Greenberger was dead, 
courtesy of a bullet in his brain. Greenberger expired on the 
front porch of the house he shared with Karen Elaine Jacobs 
Delayne Greenberger, etc. in Okeechobie, Florida. His widow 
told authorities that her husband committed suicide with his 
own gun. It may have been his own gun, but suicide was an¬ 
other matter. 

"We're looking at it as a homicide," Sheriff O. L. Raulerson 
said. And Okeechobie County Medical Examiner Dr. Freder¬ 
ick Hobin added: ". . .As the case continues and the investi¬ 
gation continues, it becomes apparent that it was a homicide 
rigged to look like a suicide. He was shot and then the gun was 
placed in his hand." 

Somehow, Hobin's scenario reminded me of a similar one 
that was played out ten years before in Minot, North Dakota. 

In the week preceding Greenberger's death. Bill Rider and 
Mentzer got together once more in Los Angeles. Mentzer had 
told Rider about a storage locker he kept in Van Nuys to stash 
an arsenal of weapons and explosives. Rider indicated that he 
had a safe he wanted to store, and Mentzer offered the use of 
another locker in the same facility. And so it was that detec¬ 
tives learned of Mentzer's mini-armory. 

While at the storage facility, according to the police, Ment¬ 
zer told Rider that he had organized the Radin killing and that 
a book had been published calling it "a perfect crime." Ment¬ 
zer was referring to the original hardcover edition of The Ulti¬ 
mate Evil, which did anything but describe the murder as a 
work of art. At the same time, Mentzer allegedly told Rider 
that he had been involved in numerous other murders 
throughout the United States. That revelation would come as 
no surprise when I learned of it. 

Mentzer didn't know it then, but his days were numbered. 
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Shortly afterward, when Larry Greenberger fell dead in Flor¬ 
ida, local authorities began digging into both his and Elaine's 
backgrounds. Apparently, the couple had lived a quiet, re¬ 
spectable existence in the community and residents were 
stunned when the sordid details began to accumulate. Soon, 
Los Angeles detectives heard the news. Just who shot Green¬ 
berger wasn't immediately known, but it was time to ring 
down the curtain. 

Arrest warrants were issued for Mentzer, Bob Lowe, Alex 
Lamota Marti, and Karen Elaine Jacobs-Greenberger for the 
murder of Roy Radin. In addition, Mentzer, Lowe and Bob 
Deremer were flagged for the slaying of prostitute June 
Mincher. 

In early October, Mentzer and Marti were seized in L.A., 
Greenberger in Florida, and Lowe in Rockville, Maryland. A 
short time later, Deremer was arrested in Cumberland, Mary¬ 
land. 

In announcing the apprehensions, a Sheriffs spokesman 
said that at least some of the suspects may have been involved 
in other killings across the United States. 

As for Bob Evans, Deputy District Attorney David Conn 
did not directly implicate him in the Radin murder, but said 
that Evans was "one of the people who we have not eliminated 
as a suspect." 

Among the numerous weapons seized that allegedly be¬ 
longed to Mentzer—including TNT, cluster bombs, and vari¬ 
ous automatic pistols—was a .44 Smith and Wesson revolver. 

Also found with Mentzer's possessions was a highlighted, 
underscored copy of a hardcover book: The Ultimate Evil 

In New York too—where David Berkowitz has remained 
silent for several years—there were new developments. On two 
successive weeks in November 1988 NBC television's Unsolved 
Mysteries aired segments on the Son of Sam conspiracy. Nu¬ 
merous tips and leads were phoned in to the program, some of 
which were promising and are currently under investigation. 

At the same time, a former counselor at Columbia Univer¬ 
sity in New York City came forward and identified a suspect 
the prison source Vinny had known only as "Rudy." The 
counselor stated that he had seen Rudy in the company of 
Michael Carr on several occasions in a bar near the university 
—and we'd long known that Michael Carr used to associate 
with people from the school and imbibe in local pubs. The 
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counselor said that Rudy was "either a Tex-Mex or Hawaiian 
guy who used to pick up work as an extra or a driver in films 
or TV shows from time to time." Rudy's exact whereabouts 
are unknown at this time, but the tavern he frequented with 
Michael Carr was called The West End. The counselor's report 
constituted yet another of the many confirmations we'd ob¬ 
tained during the investigation of the information the New 
York prison sources had provided. And as noted earlier, James 
Camaro, whom the informants had named as a key figure in 
the .44 and related cases, was identified and located in mid- 
1987. Camaro remains uncharged because there is not yet 
enough corroborating evidence to hold him. 

Of other developments in late 1988, one was especially omi¬ 
nous. Yonkers residents who lived near Untermyer Park state 
that the cult—or offshoots of it—was active there once again, 
and had been since early 1987. The group was observed by 
several witnesses, including three off-duty Yonkers police of¬ 
ficers who investigated the park one night in the summer of 
'88. Neighbors also supplied me with recent photos of muti¬ 
lated dogs and said they'd learned that the cult had been using 
another location in Yonkers too. 

The group's return brought to mind another disturbing as¬ 
pect of the entire investigation: the realization that the cult 
movement, which had been bent toward violence since at least 
the late 1960s, was still expanding while law enforcement re¬ 
mained virtually powerless. Few police understood this type of 
conspiracy; most couldn't relate to it. Mimicking law enforce¬ 
ment, Vinny once wrote: "The 'insane' always act solo—the 
group is well aware of this cop attitude and uses it to their 
advantage." 

Through experience, 1 knew that Vinny was essentially cor¬ 
rect. Police departments tend to rapidly close the books after 
arrests. Seldom were they inclined to delve beneath the sur¬ 
face. That posture had, beyond question, figured in the expan¬ 
sion of the satanic cult movement. Thus, the occasional arrest 
of an isolated, supposedly lone criminal had little perceptible 
impact on the groups' master plans. 

But there are indications that a change might be in the wind. 
On February 26, 1987, the Interfaith Coalition of Concern 
About Cults conducted a day-long seminar on satanism for 
members of law enforcement. The conference, which was held 
at the Archdiocese of New York in Manhattan, was attended 
by 120 police officials from the New York tri-state area. 
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An in 1988, 1 addressed police seminars on cult crimes that 
were held in Providence, Rhode Island; Binghamton, New 
York; Richmond, Virginia; and Decatur, Illinois. Attendance 
exceeded 225 in Decatur and 150 in Rhode Island and Vir¬ 
ginia. Other official conferences on the subject have been 
scheduled for 1989 in various parts of the country. 

Throughout the U.S., it is evident that many police depart¬ 
ments are now focusing on the potential dangers of satanic cult 
activity. In a like manner, there has been an increased aware¬ 
ness of the problem on the part of educators, clergy, and 
mental health professionals. 

Whoever intervenes, the involvement is necessary. There is 
compelling evidence of the existence of a nationwide network 
of satanic cults, some aligned more closely than others. Some 
are purveying narcotics; others have branched into child por¬ 
nography and violent sadomasochistic crime, including mur¬ 
der. 1 am concerned that the toll of innocent victims will 
steadily mount unless law enforcement officials recognize the 
threat and lace it. 

Unlike some of those authorities, I've been there. 1 know 
how serious the situation is. The torch that was put into Man- 
son's hand in 1969 was never extinguished. It was instead 
passed to Berkowitz and others, and the violence and deprav¬ 
ity continued. The evidence demonstrates that the force behind 
that carnage was in place both before and after the Manson 
and Son of Sam slayings. And, lurking in various guises, it is 
still there. 

A letter Vinny sent me in the wake of the Roy Radin mur¬ 
der in 1983 said: "When will they learn that I've only told the 
truth? Yes, it sounds fantastic—but so many true things sound 
fantastic. Let's see—what number victim is this now? . . . 
You know, in another two years there won't be anyone left to 
capture." 

Oh yes, there will. And their numbers are growing. 

And this time, there is no insulating Middle America. This 
time, it isn't an inner-city eruption that can be written off as 
the inevitable fallout from poverty and slums. No, this battle¬ 
ground is elsewhere: the list of the dead tells that story. The 
killer cults were born and nurtured in the comfort zone of 
America and are now victimizing it at will. 

Manson's haunting testimony and a later warning from 
David Berkowitz echo loudly across the years. Two state- 
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ments, made on opposite coasts nearly a decade apart. Yet the 
dire message is the same. 

"What about your children?" Manson challenged a Los An¬ 
geles courtroom as the 1970s began. "You say there are just a 
few? There are many, many more, coming in the same direc¬ 
tion. They are running in the streets— and they are coming 
right at your 

In New York, Berkowitz would write: "There are other 
'Sons 9 out there—God help the world." 

Sometimes, late at night, one can know the truth of their 
words. Through the darkness, a forboding wail can be heard. 
Faintly at first, then more insistent and nearer, the reverbera¬ 
tions ring through urban canyons, roll across the shadowed 
byways of Scarsdale and Bel Air, and are carried on the night 
wind to the remote reaches of rural countrysides. 

It is a mournful, curdling cry. 

It is the sound of America screaming. 
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just that point. 
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